
S T A T E M A T C H E R

Minnesota vs. Nevada: U.S. State
Compare

This personalized comparison applies the same household priorities to both

states, highlights the tradeoffs that matter most, and identifies what still needs

local verification.
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D E C I S I O N  D A S H B O A R D

Minnesota vs. Nevada

THE SHORT VERSION

Minnesota vs. Nevada at a glance
Here is the short version. Each row asks the same household question on both sides,

shows where the edge appears to be, and tells you how much that difference matters. The

rest of the report explains the reasons and tradeoffs.

STATE A

Minnesota

Where things
stand now
Minnesota

STATE B

Nevada

Minnesota offers a stronger combination of household job-market prospects and

medical depth, while Nevada wins on income taxes.

Household factor Minnesota Edge Nevada

Jobs for all essential workers

Essential importance

Major impact

Twin Cities offers a promising

common job market
Minnesota Las Vegas leaves the household's

dentistry path less secure

Household budget

Very high importance

Minor impact

Estimated income covers recurring

costs with breathing room
Nevada Modestly more money left over

under the same assumptions

Retirement-income taxes

High importance

Moderate impact

Social Security relief depends on

income; other retirement income

often taxed

Nevada No broad individual income tax on

retirement income

Healthcare depth

High importance

Moderate impact

Major specialist hubs; broader

regional options
Minnesota Regional systems in Las Vegas and

Reno; sparse rural alternatives

School and home fit

Very high importance

Major impact

Town/rural public-district leads

historically span through grade 12
Unresolved Town/rural public-district leads

historically span through grade 12

Climate comfort

High importance

Moderate impact

Long cold winters, snow, and seasonal

darkness
Unresolved Dry climate, but extreme heat

matters, especially around Las Vegas
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WHAT COULD
CHANGE THE
ANSWER
Three things worth

resolving before
treating the lean as
settled

1 Can all essential workers secure suitable work and authorization to practice in one region?

2 Does Nevada retain its budget advantage after income sources and local costs are clarified?

3 Can a preferred small-town or rural home provide a workable school, commute, and

healthcare routine?

You are trying to preserve a quieter home life without sacrificing the earnings and

services your household still needs. The central tension is that the strongest work and

medical centers are not necessarily where you most want to live. These are the few

unresolved facts that deserve special attention as you weigh the detailed comparisons.

Decision Gates

Gate Current read What resolves it Decision consequence

A common work region Minnesota is more
promising; Nevada's
dentistry path is not secure
enough to rely on

Employer confirmation of
suitable roles and pay, plus
current licensing
determinations for each
essential worker

Pause the move or
reconsider the destination
if necessary work cannot
be secured

A dependable household
budget

Both estimates leave
money over, but continuing
income mixes gross and
after-tax amounts

Income records identifying
the tax basis, current
spending, and local
housing and insurance
quotes

Change the budget or
timing if the expected
cushion disappears

One workable home
location

Preferred-setting school
leads exist, but no address
brings all needs together
yet

District enrollment-office
confirmation of assignment
and current offerings;
actual commute routes;
insurer and provider
confirmation of usable care

Change the address or
region if the daily routine
does not work

The tradeoff that matters most

Minnesota's strongest case is that it gives you more ways to keep the household

functioning together. Its advantage is not simply a larger paycheck for one person. The

Twin Cities offers a more promising combination for your plumbing work, your spouse's

legal career, and your adult child's dentistry career, alongside substantial medical-

system depth. Because local employment is necessary, that combination matters more

than a modest difference in estimated money left over.
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Nevada's strongest case is keeping more income as you approach retirement. Its lack of

a broad individual income tax is a clear structural advantage, especially as earnings give

way to retirement income. But the Financial Outlook's modest budget lead is not large

enough, by itself, to outweigh an unresolved essential career. Attractive occupational pay

and a dependable route to employment are different things.

Minnesota's biggest reservation is the daily-life cost of obtaining those advantages:

severe winters and the possibility that a quieter home means more driving. Nevada's

biggest reservation is a tighter choice of locations that can support work and healthcare

together. Moving farther from its principal centers to gain rural surroundings can make

backup care and employment choices harder, while Las Vegas brings a substantial heat

tradeoff.

For Minnesota, the most useful direction is small-town or rural-fringe housing

connected to the Twin Cities, rather than assuming you should live in Minneapolis itself.

Your spouse's shorter preferred commute deserves particular weight in that search.

Rochester remains a useful alternative where medical depth matters, but it is not

automatically a better household work location.

For Nevada, Las Vegas is the clearest work-and-care region to investigate, although

living near that center could mean giving up some of your preferred setting. Northern

Nevada's town and rural school leads offer a different lifestyle possibility, not a proven

substitute for the household's employment needs. Neither state's historical school

shortlist settles today's assignment or educational fit. The useful next comparison is

between complete daily routines from real homes—not between an appealing district in

one region and promising jobs in another.
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S E C T I O N  2

Financial Tradeoff — What the Extra Cost Buys

I compared both destinations using the same household information and the same

financial assumptions. That keeps the comparison fair and makes it easier to see which

differences are real and which ones still need better numbers.

This is a broad financial comparison, not a second household budget. Household income,

the Income-to-Cost Ratio, full recurring household costs, and annual surplus or shortfall

appear only in the standalone Financial Outlook so the report tells one consistent

financial story.

Measure Minnesota Nevada

How the finances are being tested Portable income + local earnings Portable income + local earnings

What the evidence suggests Moderate Moderate

How firmly we can say that Moderate Moderate

Broad recurring-cost context used
here

$122,142 $121,095

Minnesota vs. Nevada: Everyday Cost Comparison

Both destinations use the same five cost areas. Housing & Utilities is a Census dollar

benchmark across rented and owned occupied homes. The other four rows are relative

statewide price-level signals. This is deliberately not a second complete household

budget.

Category Minnesota
reference

Nevada reference Minnesota minus
Nevada

Lower-cost side

Housing & Utilities $1,392 $1,625 -$233 / -14% Minnesota

Groceries 1.01× U.S. price level
— 1% higher than
the U.S. price level

0.97× U.S. price level
— 3% lower than the
U.S. price level

+4% roughly even

Transportation 1.08× U.S. price level
— 8% higher than
the U.S. price level

0.94× U.S. price level
— 6% lower than the
U.S. price level

+15% Nevada

Healthcare 1.00× U.S. price level
— about the same as
the U.S. price level

0.99× U.S. price level
— 1% lower than the
U.S. price level

+2% roughly even
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Category Minnesota
reference

Nevada reference Minnesota minus
Nevada

Lower-cost side

Dining,
Entertainment &
Discretionary

1.00× U.S. price level
— about the same as
the U.S. price level

0.98× U.S. price level
— 2% lower than the
U.S. price level

+2% roughly even

Housing reality check:

Minnesota: Census median monthly housing cost $1,392. Supporting checks: median

gross rent $1,291; median owner cost $1,460; $1,985 with a mortgage; $717 without a

mortgage. Occupied homes are about 72% owner-occupied and 28% renter-occupied.

Nevada: Census median monthly housing cost $1,625. Supporting checks: median gross

rent $1,709; median owner cost $1,537; $2,008 with a mortgage; $634 without a mortgage.

Occupied homes are about 60% owner-occupied and 40% renter-occupied.

How to use this comparison:

Use the housing row as a neutral statewide starting point while rent-versus-buy is

unknown.

Replace it with actual local rent or purchase carrying costs before choosing an address.

Use the other rows to see where statewide cost pressure differs; do not turn those indices

into invented monthly category amounts.

Do not add these rows into a monthly total. The Financial Outlook owns household-wide

recurring affordability.

Tax comparison at a glance

The headline tax label is not enough. What matters is how each destination jurisdiction's

rules interact with this household's actual income, retirement benefits, property plans,

investments, and estate-planning concerns.

Tax question Minnesota Nevada

State income tax Minnesota has a broad state
individual income tax.

Nevada does not have a broad state
individual income tax.
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Tax question Minnesota Nevada

Social Security Some social security is excluded from
state income tax, while the
remainder may still be taxable
depending on current rules and
household circumstances.

Social Security is not taxed by the
state.

Retirement income and pensions Minnesota is generally less favorable
for retirement income and pensions
because more of that income
remains exposed to state tax.

Nevada is especially favorable for
retirement income and pensions
because qualifying retirement
income receives broad state income-
tax protection.

Property taxes Across Minnesota counties, the
typical property-tax burden is about
$940 a year for every $100,000 of
home value. About 36% higher than
the median of the 50 state-level
county-median property-tax rates
(excluding D.C.). The typical county
tax bill is about $2,093 a year, which
is above the national middle. These
are broad county screening
benchmarks, not a parcel-specific bill.

Across Nevada counties, the typical
property-tax burden is about $520 a
year for every $100,000 of home
value. About 25% lower than the
median of the 50 state-level county-
median property-tax rates (excluding
D.C.). The typical county tax bill is
about $1,372 a year, which is below
the national middle. These are broad
county screening benchmarks, not a
parcel-specific bill.

Property-tax relief Minnesota has targeted property-tax
relief programs rather than broad
relief for every household.

Nevada has targeted property-tax
relief programs rather than broad
relief for every household.

Gift tax Minnesota does not impose a
separate state gift tax.

Nevada does not impose a separate
state gift tax.

Estate tax Minnesota imposes a separate state
estate tax.

Nevada does not impose a separate
state estate tax.

Inheritance tax Minnesota does not impose a
separate state inheritance tax.

Nevada does not impose a separate
state inheritance tax.

Capital gains Minnesota generally taxes capital
gains under its state income tax
rules.

Nevada does not generally impose a
broad state individual income tax on
capital gains.

Local income tax No general local income tax was
identified for Minnesota in the
provided national comparison
evidence, but the exact locality
should still be checked.

No general local income tax was
identified for Nevada in the provided
national comparison evidence, but
the exact locality should still be
checked.

What to verify in Minnesota

The median county effective property-tax rate is 0.94%, which is above the national

middle.

StateMatcher 8/73



The median county annual bill is about $2,093, which is above the national middle.

The rate and the dollar bill answer different questions: a moderate rate applied to

expensive housing can still produce a high annual bill.

County figures are screening benchmarks, not a parcel quote. Verify the exact assessment,

exemptions, overlapping jurisdictions, bonded debt, parcel taxes, special districts, and

pending reassessment before committing.

Verify whether sale or transfer triggers reassessment; the next owner's property-tax

burden may not match the current owner's bill.

Verify current state income-tax rates, brackets, deductions, and filing rules for the

applicable tax year.

Verify treatment of each actual pension, annuity, IRA, employer-plan, Social Security,

investment, rental, and business-income source.

Verify current property-tax relief eligibility, application timing, local rules, and residence

requirements.

Explain both the property-tax rate and likely dollar burden. A moderate effective rate can

still produce a high bill when housing values are high.

What to verify in Nevada

The median county effective property-tax rate is 0.52%, which is below the national

middle.

The median county annual bill is about $1,372, which is below the national middle.

The rate and the dollar bill answer different questions: a moderate rate applied to

expensive housing can still produce a high annual bill.

County figures are screening benchmarks, not a parcel quote. Verify the exact assessment,

exemptions, overlapping jurisdictions, bonded debt, parcel taxes, special districts, and

pending reassessment before committing.

Verify whether sale or transfer triggers reassessment; the next owner's property-tax

burden may not match the current owner's bill.

Verify current state income-tax rates, brackets, deductions, and filing rules for the

applicable tax year.
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Verify treatment of each actual pension, annuity, IRA, employer-plan, Social Security,

investment, rental, and business-income source.

Verify current property-tax relief eligibility, application timing, local rules, and residence

requirements.

Explain both the property-tax rate and likely dollar burden. A moderate effective rate can

still produce a high bill when housing values are high.

Minnesota financial case: The estimate combines portable income with likely local

earnings, then asks how comfortably income covers recurring costs and how much may

be left over each year.

What gives me pause about Minnesota: Transportation burden is the weakest part of the

financial picture and deserves the most verification attention.

What gives me pause about Nevada: Housing cost pressure is the weakest part of the

financial picture and deserves the most verification attention.

Minnesota cost picture: The five-area table provides a neutral statewide Census housing

benchmark plus relative cost signals, but we do not yet have a complete address-specific

household budget. Local housing, insurance, taxes, utilities, healthcare, transportation,

and household-specific costs could change the final monthly total.

The numbers point in a direction, but I would not choose between the states until the

biggest open items are checked—especially income, taxes, housing, insurance,

healthcare, transportation, and any necessary work costs.
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S E C T I O N  3

Location Advantage — Head-to-Head

FINANCIAL OUTLOOK — HEAD TO HEAD

The household finances, on the same scale
Both states use the same household assumptions and the same visual scales. That makes

the size of the difference easier to see without turning a financial edge into the overall

relocation verdict.

After-tax household income

Minnesota $116,811 to $211,660

Nevada $129,962 to $206,904

Recurring household costs

Minnesota $112,371 to $134,357

Nevada $111,406 to $133,204

Annual breathing room

The center line is break-even. Left is a shortfall; right is money left after recurring

household costs.

Minnesota -$17,546 to $99,289

The range crosses break-even: the cautious end is about $17,546 short, while the favorable end leaves

about $99,289 after recurring household costs.

Nevada -$3,242 to $95,498

The range crosses break-even: the cautious end is about $3,242 short, while the favorable end leaves

about $95,498 after recurring household costs.

Minnesota

0.87 to 1.88

Above 1.00 means income exceeds recurring costs.

VS.
Nevada

0.98 to 1.86

Above 1.00 means income exceeds recurring costs.

What the difference means

Nevada has about $3,254 more midpoint annual breathing room under the same

household assumptions.

This is the financial edge only. Healthcare, safety, legal, family, disability, and other hard constraints can outweigh it.
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Location Advantage: Financial Outlook — Head-to-Head

Location Advantage is the opportunity to improve your standard of living while reducing

the cost burden required to support it.

Cost of living tells you what a place costs. Location Advantage asks what kind of life those

costs buy you—and how much financial room your household has left.

Here the same household-income rules and the same Location Advantage calculation are

applied to both destinations, so the comparison is like-for-like.

Location Advantage is financial evidence, not the overall relocation verdict. A financial

advantage cannot override healthcare, legal, safety, family, work, climate,

environmental, or other household must-haves.

Planning measure Minnesota Nevada

Household income entered (mixed or
uncertain tax basis)

$158,860–$261,710 $164,480–$242,940

Estimated amount available after tax $116,811–$211,660 $129,962–$206,904

Full recurring household costs $112,371–$134,357 $111,406–$133,204

Income-to-Cost Ratio 0.87–1.88 0.98–1.86

Potential annual surplus / shortfall -$17,546–$99,289 -$3,242–$95,498

How to read the ranges: your income sources have mixed or uncertain tax treatment.

StateMatcher brackets the amount available after tax instead of pretending every entered

dollar is gross or every entered dollar is already net. A source-by-source tax-basis review

would narrow this range.

Current financial edge: Nevada has the larger midpoint annual cushion under the same

household assumptions. That is financial evidence only; it does not override healthcare,

safety, legal, family, disability, or other hard constraints.
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S E C T I O N  4

Employment & Earnings — Head-to-Head

EMPLOYMENT — HEAD TO HEAD

Can the household actually work in either state?
This compares the same workers across each state's strongest common job-market lead.

Metro counts show how many job markets were reviewed, not which state has better jobs

or easier commutes. Missing information stays unresolved rather than being treated as a

loss.

Minnesota
Minneapolis-St. Paul-Bloomington, MN-WI

Works for all essential workers

3.0 / 5

4 of 9 metro job markets look workable

Overall job-
market picture

Minnesota edge

Minnesota's

strongest

common job-

market lead

looks workable

for all essential

workers while

Nevada's does

not.

Nevada
Las Vegas-Henderson-North Las Vegas, NV

Not yet workable for all

2.5 / 5

0 of 3 metro job markets look workable

Minnesota Which state looks
stronger

Nevada

You

plumber

Strong local information

$65,290–$114,980

Clears minimum income target

Broad local market

Fewer licensing steps

Minnesota edge

Minnesota has the

stronger

supported local

job-market depth

for this

occupation.

plumber

Useful local information

$47,380–$87,620

Range crosses minimum income

target

Broad local market

Fewer licensing steps

One job market for everyone

Job-market rating

Metro job markets reviewed

One job market for everyone

Job-market rating

Metro job markets reviewed

Local

information

Estimated

pay

Pay vs.

your

minimum

income

target

Job-

market

depth

Licensing

Local

information

Estimated

pay

Pay vs.

your

minimum

income

target

Job-

market

depth

Licensing
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Your spouse

Lawyer

Strong local information

$116,860–$219,710

Range crosses minimum income

target

Broad local market

Licensing steps to confirm

Roughly even

Neither state has a

strong enough

advantage for this

person's job to call

from the

information

available now.

Lawyer

Strong local information

$122,480–$200,940

Clears minimum income target

Broad local market

Licensing steps to confirm

Your adult child

dentist

Needs a closer look

$203,750–$220,670

Clears minimum income target

Balanced local market

Licensing steps to confirm

Minnesota edge

Minnesota

currently looks

workable for this

person's job while

the other state

does not.

dentist

Needs a closer look

$128,870–$195,110

Clears minimum income target

Balanced local market

Licensing steps to confirm

Different metro coverage: these results use May 2025 U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics

occupational employment data, not equal-size samples or a success-rate comparison;

the number of metro areas differs by state, and raw counts of workable metro leads

alone cannot establish an employment edge or confirmed alternatives. Some metro

areas cross state lines, so confirm employer locations, licensing, real openings and

compensation, and each worker's commute from the same proposed home before

relying on local earnings.

Professional-licensing friction — comparison lead

Worker / occupation Minnesota Nevada

You: plumber Licensing lead found — Minnesota
Department of Health / Division of
Health Policy and Systems
Compliance

Licensing lead found — State
Contractors' Board

Local

information

Estimated

pay

Pay vs.

your

minimum

income

target

Job-

market

depth

Licensing

Local

information

Estimated

pay

Pay vs.

your

minimum

income

target

Job-

market

depth

Licensing

Local

information

Estimated

pay

Pay vs.

your

minimum

income

target

Job-

market

depth

Licensing

Local

information

Estimated

pay

Pay vs.

your

minimum

income

target

Job-

market

depth

Licensing
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Worker / occupation Minnesota Nevada

Your spouse: Lawyer Licensing lead found — Minnesota
Judicial Branch

Licensing lead found — State Bar of
Nevada

Your adult child: dentist Licensing lead found — Minnesota
Board of Dentistry

Licensing lead found — Board of
Dental Examiners

This is a licensing-discovery comparison, not a conclusion that one state's transfer

process is easier. A real licensing edge should be claimed only when current state-

specific reciprocity, endorsement, examination, credential-review, fee, timing, or

provisional-practice evidence supports it. Missing evidence is unresolved, not favorable.

Employment & Earnings — Head-to-Head

Minnesota offers the stronger path to keeping all three careers in one region, but the

advantage is not the same for every worker. Your plumbing work favors Minnesota

clearly. Your spouse’s legal career presents different strengths: Minnesota has the larger

market, while Nevada’s wage range clears your spouse’s income minimum more

consistently. Your adult child’s dentistry career also favors Minnesota, although the

dental employment estimates are less reliable on both sides.

The strongest metro comparison is Minneapolis–St. Paul–Bloomington versus Las

Vegas–Henderson–North Las Vegas. These are regional job markets, not

recommendations to live in either urban center. The Twin Cities market includes parts of

Wisconsin, so its employment totals cannot tell you which side of the state line contains

a suitable position. Federal occupational-employment data describe existing jobs and

wages—not current vacancies or personal offers.

Your plumbing career: Minnesota has a meaningful edge

Minnesota’s advantage is substantial because it combines a larger employment base with

better pay relative to your minimum. The Twin Cities have about 6,730 jobs in the

broader occupational group, compared with 3,800 in the Las Vegas region. Both markets

have broadly distributed employment rather than depending unusually heavily on one

narrow cluster. That gives you more potential employer choice, with a larger overall pool

in Minnesota.
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The occupation’s share of local employment is much closer than those totals suggest:

3.449 jobs per 1,000 metro jobs in the Twin Cities versus 3.339 in Las Vegas—about one in

every 290 jobs versus one in every 300. In other words, plumbing-related work has a

similar presence in both economies; Minnesota’s advantage comes mainly from the

larger market and stronger wage distribution, not an enormous difference in

occupational concentration.

The Twin Cities wage range of $65,290–$114,980 sits entirely above your $55,000 annual

minimum. Las Vegas’s $47,380–$87,620 range crosses it. At the lower end, Nevada falls

$7,620 short, while Minnesota remains $10,290 above your target. That makes Minnesota

the more reassuring choice for your earnings requirement. Credential friction is

assessed as relatively low in both states, so it does not create a meaningful comparative

advantage—but that assessment is not confirmation that your existing credentials

transfer.

Your spouse’s legal career: different strengths, with a slight Minnesota market
edge

Minnesota has the stronger overall legal market, but Nevada has the cleaner

minimum-income result. The Twin Cities’ legal employment base is nearly twice the size

of Las Vegas’s. Both have broad employment distribution, which matters because your

spouse would not be relying on one unusually narrow local cluster. Still, the practical

difference is smaller than the raw job totals might imply: both regions have substantial

legal markets.

The wage comparison pulls in two directions. Minnesota’s median annual wage is

$159,620, compared with $150,510 in Nevada—a $9,110 advantage at the middle of the

distribution. But Minnesota’s $116,860–$219,710 range straddles your spouse’s $120,000

minimum. Nevada’s $122,480–$200,940 range clears it throughout, although the lower end

leaves only $2,480 above the requirement.

For your spouse, Minnesota therefore offers greater market depth and a higher middle

wage, while Nevada provides a more reassuring lower-end wage result. Neither

establishes pay for your spouse’s particular specialty: these figures cover the broader
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lawyer occupation. Credential-transfer friction is assessed as moderate in both states. A

suitable specialty-specific position and a clear route to authorization to practice could

matter more than the modest overall market edge.

Your adult child’s dentistry career: Minnesota has the edge, with greater
uncertainty

Minnesota looks stronger for dentistry on both market depth and pay. The Twin Cities

have an estimated 1,760 dentist jobs, compared with 780 in Las Vegas. Dentistry is about

13% more concentrated than the national average in the Twin Cities, versus about 15%

less concentrated in Las Vegas. That reinforces Minnesota’s advantage, but concentration

is a clue about the occupation’s local presence—not a promise of hiring.

Both wage ranges clear your adult child’s $60,000 minimum comfortably. Minnesota’s

range begins at $203,750, compared with $128,870 in Nevada, so the income threshold is

not the main concern here. The more important issue is finding a suitable position

within a market that offers some employer choice but is not exceptionally deep on either

side.

The dental employment estimates have relatively high sampling uncertainty in both

metros. Minnesota’s lead is useful for deciding where to investigate, but it deserves less

confidence than the plumbing and legal comparisons. Credential friction is assessed as

moderate in both states.

One region for everyone: Minnesota has the stronger path

Your adult child’s dentistry career narrows the household’s location choices most in both

states. That does not mean your adult child cannot find work. It means the dental market

provides less flexibility than the other two careers when choosing one home location for

everyone.

Minnesota’s strongest metro offers a plausible common job market for all three workers;

Nevada’s does not yet provide an equally convincing household path. Minnesota also has

additional regional leads, including Rochester and Mankato. Those broaden the search

geographically without proving that either improves the dentistry constraint.

Your preference for a small town or rural area adds an important practical tradeoff. Your

spouse’s preferred 30-minute one-way commute is tighter than your 60-minute
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preference and your adult child’s 55-minute preference. A home that works well for your

job could still make your spouse’s daily routine difficult. Employer locations and routes

from one prospective home will determine whether the regional advantage is usable.

Earnings versus costs: Minnesota wins on work, not automatically on
affordability

The Financial Outlook’s modest estimated budget advantage for Nevada remains

relevant, but it cannot substitute for suitable local work. These occupational wages are

gross pay distributions, not after-tax household income, and should not be added to

continuing income as though they were accepted offers.

The employment comparison favors investigating Minnesota first. Nevada could

become more competitive if suitable dentistry work and plumbing pay above your

minimum are established in the same region. Actual compensation and credential

eligibility would then need to fit the household budget. Until then, Nevada’s financial

appeal rests alongside a less convincing common-job-market path—not in place of one.
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S E C T I O N  5

Schools & District Fit — Head-to-Head

School District Leads to Investigate

State District / school
lead

Setting High-school signal Fit with your
setting

Why investigate /
caution

Minnesota Delano Public
School District

Town — fringe Very strong; fairly
steady

Matches
preference

Very strong results
across all stages,
although
elementary results
were slipping.
Regular public
district; historical
pre-K–12 span.

Minnesota Esko Public School
District

Town — fringe Very strong; fairly
steady

Matches
preference

Very strong
elementary results
held steady while
middle-school
results improved.
Regular public
district; historical
pre-K–12 span.
Work and
healthcare routes
remain important.

Minnesota Orono Public
School District

Rural — fringe Very strong; fairly
steady

Matches
preference

Very strong, fairly
steady results
across all stages.
Regular public
district; historical
pre-K–12 span.
The district
includes both rural
and suburban
settings.

Minnesota Wayzata Public
School District

Urban — small city Very strong; fairly
steady

Different setting Very strong, fairly
steady results
across all stages.
Regular public
district; historical
pre-K–12 span. A
school-first
alternative that
gives up your
preferred town or
rural setting.
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State District / school
lead

Setting High-school signal Fit with your
setting

Why investigate /
caution

Nevada Douglas Town — distant Very strong; fairly
steady

Matches
preference

Nevada’s clearest
all-around lead
here: very strong
elementary and
high-school
results, with
strong middle-
school results.
Regular public
district; historical
pre-K–12 span.

Nevada Storey Rural — distant About average;
fairly steady

Matches
preference

A rural option with
very strong
elementary and
strong middle-
school results, but
both were
slipping. Regular
public district;
historical pre-K–12
span. The high-
school signal is
less reassuring.

Nevada Lincoln Rural — remote Strong; improving Matches
preference

Results improved
across all stages,
though middle-
school results
were about
average. Regular
public district;
historical pre-K–12
span. Its remote
setting makes
access to work
and care especially
consequential.

Nevada Davidson
Academy

Urban — large city Strong; fairly
steady

Different setting One-school
specialized public
district, not a
charter. Historical
grades 6–12 only;
no elementary
grades or
elementary
outcomes in the
record. A later-
stage academic
alternative, not
your child’s entry-
school solution.
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What this means for you: Minnesota gives you several promising school leads without

asking you to abandon your preference for a small town or rural area. Nevada also has a

credible matching option in Douglas. The difference is not that Nevada lacks good

choices; it is that the Minnesota leads shown here have more consistently very strong

historical results across elementary, middle, and high school.

These are statewide search leads, not districts already matched to a confirmed

employment or healthcare region. The grade spans describe the National Center for

Education Statistics’ 2024–25 records. Academic signals come from older federal results

covering 2014–2018: elementary and middle-school signals reflect math and reading

results, while high-school signals reflect graduation outcomes. “Very strong” and

“Strong” describe performance relative to each district’s own state—not a common

national rating. The setting labels describe the district overall, rather than every home

within it.

Academic fit: Minnesota’s shortlist is more consistently strong, but the
interstate gap is not measured

Your child will be about six at the move, making grade 1 through grade 12 the useful

planning horizon. Starting grade can shift with school-entry rules and move timing. That

long horizon matters: an appealing elementary school is not enough if the later school

options are a poor fit.

Among these leads, Minnesota offers the more reassuring pattern across the full horizon.

Esko and Orono combine very strong early-grade results with very strong later-stage

results, without the elementary decline seen in Delano. Douglas is a serious Nevada

counterpart, with fairly steady results throughout and particularly strong elementary

and high-school signals. Its middle-school signal is strong rather than very strong.

That distinction is useful for deciding where to look first, but it does not tell us how large

the actual learning-outcome difference is between states. Because the labels use separate

state benchmarks, a Minnesota district’s label cannot prove that it outperforms a Nevada

district by a particular amount. For your household, the practical advantage is the

availability of several promising Minnesota alternatives—not a proven statewide

academic victory.
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Grade-through-12 coverage: roughly even among the regular districts

The regular public districts in both states have historical pre-K-through-grade-12 spans

and academic results for all three school stages. That means both shortlists include

districts whose recorded grade offerings cover your child’s planning horizon. It does not

guarantee future performance or today’s assigned school pathway.

Davidson Academy is a different kind of option. Its recorded grades begin at sixth grade,

so it cannot cover your child’s likely first-grade entry. Its very strong middle-school

results make it worth retaining as a later-stage possibility, but those results were

slipping. The concrete gain is access to a strong specialized academic lead; the

compromise is an urban setting, a separate elementary-school solution, and admission

requirements that need a direct answer from the school. This exception does not

establish a statewide continuity disadvantage for Nevada.

Housing and commute fit: unresolved until the districts meet your daily

routine

Both states offer leads that match your preferred setting. Minnesota’s fringe-town and

fringe-rural options deserve attention alongside Nevada’s Douglas and Storey options;

Lincoln preserves a more remote rural choice. Orono’s rural label also includes a

meaningful suburban share, so the neighborhood itself matters.

Wayzata offers a useful alternative if a suitable home and work location make the daily

routine easier. Its academic history is reassuring, but it is not clearly stronger than

Minnesota’s matching leads. There is no school-based reason here to give up your setting

preference automatically.

Your preferred one-way commute is about an hour. No route-specific travel times or

district-level housing prices are available here to show which choice fits that limit or

your budget. A district’s school appeal should therefore be considered alongside the

Employment comparison and Financial Outlook, rather than used to choose a home in

isolation. A remote home that suits your residential preference can still create a difficult

workday or a long trip for care.
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The answer that matters before choosing a home

A district or school lead does not establish which high school serves a particular

home. Before signing a lease or purchase contract, check the exact address with the

district’s official enrollment office. The useful answer is a current elementary-to-middle-

to-high-school assignment, together with confirmation of offered grades, eligibility and

transfer rules, needed programs, transportation, and the newest school results. For

Davidson Academy, admission must be checked directly rather than assumed from a

Reno address.

Schools support keeping Minnesota near the front of your search, while Douglas keeps

Nevada firmly in consideration. What could change that order is a specific Nevada home

with a strong assigned school pathway and workable access to employment and

healthcare—or a Minnesota school lead that turns out to require an impractical daily

routine.
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S E C T I O N  6

Social Security,  Medicare & Federal Benefits Timeline

Federal milestones are the same in either destination

Whether you choose Minnesota or Nevada, these federal age milestones stay the same.

The destination jurisdiction can change taxes, coverage economics, provider access, and

practical healthcare consequences, but they do not change the household's Social

Security or Medicare milestone dates.

These age-based federal benefit milestones are calculated from the dates of birth you

provided. For younger households they are long-range planning markers; for households

closer to age 62 or 65 they may affect near-term relocation, healthcare, and cash-flow

planning. They do not establish actual entitlement, benefit amounts, enrollment status,

or the best claiming strategy.

Federal benefits timeline at a glance

These are age milestones, not proof of eligibility or a recommendation about when to

claim benefits.

You, age 52: 62 Social Security � 65 Medicare � 67 full retirement age � 70 delayed-

claiming ceiling

Household timing: Your Medicare age-65 milestones are 5 years, 8 months, and 10 days

apart, so the household may need to plan two separate healthcare transitions rather than

assume Medicare begins for both adults at the same time.

Ages 62 and 65

You

Age 62 — Social Security: earliest retirement claiming age You are 9 years, 11 months,

and 22 days away from age 62. Social Security retirement benefits can generally begin at

this age if you meet the work-credit requirement—40 Social Security work credits for

retirement, usually earned over at least about 10 years of work covered by Social Security
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because no more than four credits can be earned per year. You may want to confirm your

Social Security earnings record; the credits establish eligibility, not the benefit amount.

Age 65 — Medicare You are 12 years, 11 months, and 22 days away from age 65. Medicare

eligibility generally begins at this age. The Initial Enrollment Period generally lasts seven

months, beginning three months before the month you turn 65 and ending three months

after it.

Your spouse

Age 62 — Social Security: earliest retirement claiming age Your spouse is 15 years, 8

months, and 1 day away from age 62. Social Security retirement benefits can generally

begin at this age if they meet the work-credit requirement—40 Social Security work

credits for retirement, usually earned over at least about 10 years of work covered by

Social Security because no more than four credits can be earned per year. They may want

to confirm their Social Security earnings record; the credits establish eligibility, not the

benefit amount. Age 65 — Medicare Your spouse is 18 years, 8 months, and 1 day away

from age 65. Medicare eligibility generally begins at this age. The Initial Enrollment

Period generally lasts seven months, beginning three months before the month they turn

65 and ending three months after it.

Full retirement age and age 70

You

Age 67 — Social Security: full retirement age You are 14 years, 11 months, and 22 days

away from age 67. This is your Social Security full retirement age under the general birth-

year rules. Starting retirement benefits before full retirement age generally reduces the

monthly amount; delaying after full retirement age can increase it until age 70. Age 70 —

Social Security: delayed-claiming ceiling You are 17 years, 11 months, and 22 days away

from age 70. Social Security retirement benefits generally stop increasing because of

delayed claiming after this age.
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Your spouse

Age 67 — Social Security: full retirement age Your spouse is 20 years, 8 months, and 1

day away from age 67. This is their Social Security full retirement age under the general

birth-year rules. Starting retirement benefits before full retirement age generally reduces

the monthly amount; delaying after full retirement age can increase it until age 70. Age

70 — Social Security: delayed-claiming ceiling Your spouse is 23 years, 8 months, and 1

day away from age 70. Social Security retirement benefits generally stop increasing

because of delayed claiming after this age.

Household timing: Your Medicare age-65 milestones are 5 years, 8 months, and 10

days apart, so the household may need to plan two separate healthcare transitions

rather than assume Medicare begins for both adults at the same time.

Check each adult’s Social Security earnings record and benefit estimates, then review

claiming and Medicare timing with Social Security, Medicare, a benefits counselor, or

financial professional. Health, work, longevity, taxes, household coordination, existing

coverage, and cash-flow needs can change the best timing decision.

Destination-specific implications—such as taxation of Social Security or retirement

income, pre-Medicare insurance costs, Medicare-plan availability, and provider

geography—are compared elsewhere in this report rather than presented as if the federal

dates themselves favored one state.
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S E C T I O N  7

Safety,  Legal Protection & Everyday Risk

SAFETY — HEAD TO HEAD

Two kinds of safety, compared directly
Ordinary crime conditions and personal or legal protection answer different questions.

This keeps them separate, then shows the local variation and household-specific issues

that could change the practical result.

Safety Watch covers

ordinary crime

only.

Use its quick score for digestibility, then keep legal protection, healthcare-policy stability,

relationship visibility, identity-related risk, and other household-specific concerns separate.

School safety appears as its own row only when school needs are relevant.

Safety question Minnesota Nevada

PHYSICAL /
PUBLIC SAFETY
Ordinary public-

safety picture

Lower statewide violent crime, property

crime, and homicide; Safety Watch: 3.6 out of 5

stars — Favorable.

Higher statewide rates on all three measures;

Safety Watch: 2.6 out of 5 stars — Mixed.

PERSONAL /
LEGAL SAFETY
Personal and

legal safety

No clear legal-protection lead established;

crime rates do not measure institutional

treatment.

No clear legal-protection lead established;

crime rates do not measure institutional

treatment.

LOCAL
VARIATION
Regional and

neighborhood

variation

Northfield and Rochester look favorable;

Minneapolis warrants substantially more

caution.

Boulder City looks favorable; Henderson’s city

picture is better than its broader metro’s.

WHAT IS STILL
UNRESOLVED
Biggest

unresolved

safety question

Which small-town or rural home offers

favorable local conditions without difficult

work, school, and medical routes?

Can a favorable residential location also

provide workable access to required jobs,

schools, and healthcare?

HOUSEHOLD-
SPECIFIC SAFETY
Healthcare-

policy stability

Broad public-coverage structure is comparable

to Nevada’s; future policy stability remains

uncertain.

Broad public-coverage structure is comparable

to Minnesota’s; future policy stability remains

uncertain.

HOUSEHOLD-
SPECIFIC SAFETY
School safety

Exact-school climate and incident response

remain unresolved.

Exact-school climate and incident response

remain unresolved.

Safety Watch may provide a quick score for ordinary public-safety evidence, but it does

not score personal or legal safety. Statewide law, local enforcement, neighborhood

conditions, institutional practice, visibility, and the household's own circumstances

remain separate questions.

VS.

VS.

VS.

VS.

VS.

VS.
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Safety Watch

Minnesota — Safety Watch: 3.6 out of 5 stars — Favorable

How to read it: Higher is more favorable. Safety Watch is a screening score built from

violent crime, property crime, and homicide compared with the FBI national baseline,

with violent crime carrying the most weight. It is not a probability that you will be a

crime victim and it is not a neighborhood rating.

Violent crime: 223.5 per 100,000 vs. 327.6 nationally — 32% lower than the U.S. rate.

Property crime: 1411.5 per 100,000 vs. 1534.8 nationally — 8% lower than the U.S. rate.

Homicide: 2.2 per 100,000 vs. 4.1 nationally — 46% lower than the U.S. rate.

FBI Reported Crimes in the Nation, 2025 (Crime in the United States tables). Statewide rates are

a starting point, not a neighborhood-level conclusion.

Nevada — Safety Watch: 2.6 out of 5 stars — Mixed

Violent crime: 379.2 per 100,000 vs. 327.6 nationally — 16% higher than the U.S. rate.

Property crime: 1996.0 per 100,000 vs. 1534.8 nationally — 30% higher than the U.S. rate.

Homicide: 4.8 per 100,000 vs. 4.1 nationally — 17% higher than the U.S. rate.

You are looking for a place where your household can feel comfortable now and remain

independent as retirement approaches. Minnesota has the stronger statewide ordinary-

public-safety picture, but Nevada has local options that compete well. The important

distinction is between choosing a state with less reported crime overall and choosing a

home where your actual daily routine feels safe and works well.

A favorable crime rate also answers a different question from whether a school responds

effectively to bullying, an employer handles a complaint fairly, or an insurance plan

provides usable care. Those protections and experiences cannot be read from crime

statistics.

Minnesota has a meaningful statewide crime advantage

The Federal Bureau of Investigation’s 2025 Crime in the United States figures put both states

against the same national benchmark. These are annual reported offenses per 100,000

residents, not the percentage of residents who experienced a crime. Lower rates are
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better.

Annual crime measure,
per 100,000 residents

Minnesota Nevada U.S. benchmark

Violent crime 223.5 379.2 327.6

Property crime 1,411.5 1,996.0 1,534.8

Homicide 2.2 4.8 4.1

Minnesota’s violent-crime rate was about 32% below the national rate, while Nevada’s

was about 16% above it. For property crime, Minnesota was about 8% below the

national rate and Nevada about 30% above. Homicide also favored Minnesota: about

46% below the national rate, compared with Nevada at about 17% above.

What this means for you: Minnesota’s advantage is substantial, not a narrow statistical

tie. It had roughly 41% less violent crime and 29% less property crime than Nevada on

this statewide basis. That gives Minnesota a stronger broad backdrop for your search. It

does not mean that a Minnesota neighborhood is automatically safer than a Nevada

neighborhood, or that you need to live in the city where the strongest jobs are located.

The statewide Safety Watch results summarize ordinary crime conditions only. They do

not measure legal protection, healthcare policy, school climate, or how comfortably

someone can live openly in a community.

Local choices can reverse the statewide impression

For smaller-town living, neither state has an overwhelming local advantage in the

comparable examples. Northfield’s city-based Safety Watch is 4.2 out of 5 stars —

Strong, alongside Boulder City’s city-based 4.3 out of 5 stars — Strong. That small

difference is not a compelling reason to choose one state.

The underlying 2025 city-agency rates give Boulder City the edge: violent crime was

152.7 per 100,000 residents, compared with 172.6 in Northfield; property crime was

776.8, compared with 909.4. Both cities were well below the same-year national rates.

Both reported zero homicide that year, which is reassuring history rather than a promise

about future risk.
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Northfield’s college population adds one interpretive caution. Students and other

nonresident activity can complicate property-crime comparisons that use resident

population as the denominator. That context does not justify adjusting or dismissing the

reported rate. For your household, these two towns offer favorable crime pictures; access

to work and care is likely to matter more than their modest rate difference.

Among the larger residential options compared here, Rochester has the stronger

picture than Henderson. Their Safety Watch results use comparable city-plus-metro

blends: Rochester is 4.0 out of 5 stars — Strong, while Henderson is 3.2 out of 5 stars —

Mixed. Looking only at their city-agency rates, Rochester had less violent crime—183.7

versus 226.3 per 100,000 residents—and slightly less property crime—1,428.2 versus

1,494.8. Homicide was also lower: 0.8 versus 2.0.

The broader geography explains why Henderson’s result is more mixed despite its

favorable city rates. Its surrounding Las Vegas–Henderson–North Las Vegas metro had

violent and property crime above the national benchmarks, whereas Rochester’s metro

was below both. Living in Henderson and traveling elsewhere in the metro are therefore

different safety questions.

The clearest caution among Minnesota’s measured candidates is Minneapolis, with a

city-based 0.0 out of 5 stars — More caution warranted. Its city rates were higher than

those of Northfield, Rochester, and Duluth on all three measures. This is not a rating of

the entire Twin Cities job market or every nearby suburb. In Nevada, Boulder City has

the strongest measured picture among the provided candidates; Reno has the weakest,

with a city-plus-metro 2.2 out of 5 stars — Closer look. Reno’s city rates were higher

than Boulder City’s and Henderson’s on all three measures. Comparable city rates are not

available here for every other candidate, so they cannot fairly be ranked.

Legal protection and institutional safety remain separate questions

There is no clear legal-protection winner established for your household. Neither

state’s crime advantage settles how a particular workplace or school handles harassment,

complaints, or threats. Statewide rules, institutional policies, and day-to-day

enforcement are separate matters: a written protection needs a usable reporting process

and a responsible person who acts on it.

StateMatcher 30/73



School safety is likewise unresolved head-to-head. The historical academic strengths

discussed in Schools & District Fit do not establish current school climate or incident

response. The useful comparison is between the schools serving realistic home

addresses, using the same questions about bullying response, supervision, emergency

communication, and support after an incident.

On broad healthcare-coverage policy, the states are roughly even. Both operate state-

based insurance Marketplaces and have expanded Medicaid eligibility for qualifying

adults, according to coverage information reviewed through August 2, 2026. That is a

meaningful common foundation, but it does not establish which state’s policies will

remain more stable. Minnesota’s greater medical-system depth is a separate practical

advantage, as discussed in the healthcare comparison; it is not proof of stronger legal

protection.

What would settle the remaining safety question

The decisive comparison is between homes you could realistically choose—not between

state reputations. For Minnesota, the question is whether a preferred small-town or rural

address combines favorable local conditions with workable routes to employment,

school, and care. For Nevada, it is whether a favorable option such as Boulder City can

provide those same connections without undermining the household’s practical needs.

A proportionate next check would be:

For each serious address: Start with the responsible police department or sheriff’s recent

incident information. Compare the same offense definitions and years, and use

population-based rates rather than raw totals when comparing jurisdictions. Visit the

home area and ordinary parking, shopping, and travel routes at the times you expect to

use them.

For the assigned school: Ask the principal or district for the current safety and bullying-

response policies, the reporting contact, and how families are informed when an incident

occurs.

For a prospective workplace: Ask for the written harassment and safety-reporting

procedures, including an alternative contact if the immediate supervisor is involved.

The safety conclusion supports keeping Minnesota ahead overall, while preserving

favorable Nevada neighborhoods as real alternatives. A strong Nevada address could
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beat a weak Minnesota address on ordinary crime. What would change the household

decision is finding that the safer local option also brings your required jobs, school

needs, and usable healthcare together.

StateMatcher 32/73



S E C T I O N  8

Healthcare & Treatment Access

HEALTHCARE — HEAD TO HEAD

Healthcare continuity, side by side
This separates broad healthcare capacity from the household's actual care-chain

questions. A strong hospital market is useful, but it is not proof that the needed provider,

insurance network, medication, laboratory, or treatment pathway is available.

Minnesota

Strong

Current
healthcare read

Minnesota leads

on Health Watch

Minnesota has

the stronger

statewide

healthcare

foundation (2.6

out of 5 stars vs.

2.2 out of 5 stars).

Specific care

pathways can

still favor the

other state when

provider-,

network-,

medication-, or

treatment-level

evidence

supports that

nuance.

Nevada

Conditional

Continuity
question

Minnesota Nevada

Specialist depth Major Moderate

Major-system

depth

Major Moderate

Strongest

supported

medical hub

Minneapolis-Saint Paul — Major depth Las Vegas — Strong depth

Coverage

environment

Minnesota operates a state-based Marketplace

and has adopted ACA Medicaid expansion,

creating a broader public-coverage path for

qualifying low-income adults. This broad

coverage structure does not determine

premiums, deductibles, formularies, prior

authorization, network participation, specialist

capacity, or coverage for a particular treatment.

Nevada operates a state-based Marketplace and

has adopted ACA Medicaid expansion, creating a

broader public-coverage path for qualifying low-

income adults. This broad coverage structure

does not determine premiums, deductibles,

formularies, prior authorization, network

participation, specialist capacity, or coverage for

a particular treatment.
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Medicaid

context

Expansion state Expansion state

Geographic

variation

High Very High

Biggest

unresolved care-

chain risk

No major household-specific healthcare question

is currently open

No major household-specific healthcare question

is currently open

What still has to work in real life

Before relying on either state, verify the exact plan or payer, named clinicians and

facilities, medication and pharmacy continuity, required laboratories or procedures,

referral rules, travel burden, and realistic backup arrangements for every care need the

household actually selected.

Health Watch: side by side

Minnesota: 2.6 out of 5 stars — Mixed · Nevada: 2.2 out of 5 stars — Unfavorable

Health Watch is the overall statewide healthcare rating. These composite scores are the

headline; the same four measures below show why the states score differently. Each state

column also says whether that result is favorable, roughly average, or weak so you do not

have to guess whether higher or lower is better for that measure.

What drives the Health Watch scores

What we looked at Minnesota Nevada What stands out

Hospital quality Good. 3.6 out of 5 stars About average. 3.1 out of 5
stars

Minnesota has stronger
hospital quality.

Hospital access Weak. About 17.1 minutes
to the nearest eligible
general hospital, on
average statewide

Very good. About 9.2
minutes to the nearest
eligible general hospital, on
average statewide

Nevada has better general-
hospital access on this
measure: the estimated
average trip to the nearest
eligible general hospital is
about 7.9 minutes shorter
than in Minnesota.

Doctor availability About average. 292
physicians per 100,000

Weak. 183 physicians per
100,000

Minnesota has stronger
doctor availability than
Nevada.

Hospital capacity Good. 2.50 acute-care beds
per 1,000 residents

Somewhat weak. 1.97
acute-care beds per 1,000
residents

Minnesota has more
hospital capacity than
Nevada.
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The important part: A better overall Health Watch rating does not automatically make a

state the better healthcare choice for you. The discussion below weighs these statewide

differences against the care you actually told us you need.

Healthcare & Treatment Access

Medical depth: Minnesota offers the broader choice of hubs

Minnesota has the edge in specialist and major-system depth. Minneapolis–Saint Paul

and Rochester both offer nationally significant medical capacity. Rochester’s Mayo Clinic

gives it a particularly strong healthcare-centered identity. Nevada has established

regional systems in Las Vegas and Reno, with Las Vegas the strongest medical hub

identified for this comparison, but less depth across substantial areas outside those

centers.

This matters because you prefer a small-town or rural home. Minnesota gives you two

major medical hubs around which to test that preference. Nevada’s shorter statewide

hospital trip does not mean its remote communities have extensive specialty services or

convenient backup options; its population-weighted average and its sparsely served

areas describe different realities.

Northfield’s college-town setting, riverfront center, arts, and smaller scale offer an

appealing Minnesota alternative, but specialty visits may require regional travel. Boulder

City offers a quieter Nevada setting near Lake Mead and Hoover Dam, with a traditional

center rather than the intensity of Las Vegas; regional healthcare travel is part of that

tradeoff too. Neither place’s appeal settles whether the daily care routine will work.

Emergency access remains a separate local question in both states. The useful

comparison is the route from a prospective home to an appropriate emergency

department, ambulance response, and whether serious cases require transfer elsewhere.

Minnesota’s winter conditions and Nevada’s remote-road constraints can affect that

picture. The nearest general hospital’s trauma and advanced-emergency capabilities

need a direct check rather than an assumption based on proximity.
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Medication and insurance continuity: the practical winner is not yet settled

The broad coverage environment is roughly even; your exact care arrangements

remain unresolved. Both states operate their own health-insurance Marketplace and

have expanded Medicaid for qualifying adults. You currently have employer-based

coverage, including coverage through your spouse’s employer, and do not rely on

Medicaid. The immediate issue is therefore whether those plans remain usable after the

move or what replacement coverage would provide.

Your regular medication access is a concrete continuity need. The medicines, refill

timing, and prescribing arrangements have not been specified, so neither state can yet

be credited with a complete medication pathway. In either destination, that pathway

runs from an accepting prescriber to any required monitoring, then to a pharmacy that

can reliably dispense the medicine under the exact insurance plan—or at an acceptable

cash price.

Minnesota’s biggest unresolved risk is mistaking proximity to a major system for

access to it. Nevada’s is whether your chosen community offers an accepting

prescriber and workable backup care within reasonable travel distance. Minnesota’s

stronger supply makes the search more promising; it does not resolve network

participation. Nevada’s weaker supply gives greater reason to establish those

arrangements before committing to a home, not reason to assume care is unavailable.

A short resolution sequence would protect continuity in either state:

Ask your current benefits administrator whether coverage continues after relocation and

obtain the exact destination plan name and coverage dates.

Check that plan with the intended clinic and pharmacy. Ask the clinic whether it accepts

new patients and when it could take over prescribing.

Have the insurer or pharmacy check each medicine’s formulary—the plan’s covered-drug

list—and any prior authorization, meaning approval required before coverage. Include

any monitoring your current prescriber says is necessary.

Agree with your current prescriber on the transfer timing and a backup arrangement if

the first appointment is delayed.
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Paying out of pocket can change the cost arrangement, but it cannot create an

appointment or guarantee that a hospital offers the service you want. Written cash-price

estimates would make that option clearer.

In-home care: Minnesota has more workforce depth; Nevada costs less

These are different strengths, with Minnesota better positioned on availability. For

your aging-in-place and home-health priorities, Minnesota has about 114 home-health

and personal-care workers for every 1,000 adults age 65 or older, versus 28 in Nevada

and a national state median of 43. Minnesota is about 165% above that benchmark;

Nevada is about 35% below. Put simply, Minnesota has roughly four times the workforce

relative to its older population—a substantial advantage when looking for help at home.

The quality indicators are roughly even: both states sit broadly around the national

middle. Cost favors Nevada. The 2025 median non-medical caregiver rate is $44 an hour

in Minnesota versus $37 in Nevada, compared with $35 nationally. Minnesota is about

26% above the national rate, Nevada about 6% above, and the direct difference is $7 an

hour. More workforce depth comes with a higher price.

These caregiver prices are not skilled-nursing rates or your personal insurance

obligation. The local question is whether an agency serves the eventual address, can

provide the needed hours, and has replacement staff when someone is unavailable.

Long-term-care insurance with an in-home-care benefit deserves consideration if cost is

a concern, with benefits, waiting periods, and eligibility reviewed separately.

Environmental health: Nevada had fewer unhealthy-air days, not more good-
air days

Nevada has the edge on unhealthy-air-day frequency; good-air frequency is roughly

even. In the 2025 monitored-day results, Minnesota had 76.8% Good days, 20.3% in the

middle range, and 2.9% Unhealthy-or-worse days. Nevada had 76.5%, 22.4%, and 1.1%,

respectively. “Good” means an Air Quality Index of 0–50; the middle range includes

Moderate and Unhealthy for Sensitive Groups days. Nevada had 1.8 percentage points

fewer Unhealthy-or-worse days, while the share of Good days differed by only 0.3 points.

The separate national air-quality comparison also favors Nevada: Minnesota’s result was

less favorable than about 90% of the comparison jurisdictions, versus about 57% for
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Nevada. That describes national standing—not the percentage of bad-air days or how

much more pollution a state has.

Local pollen findings point in the same direction, with Minneapolis rated less favorably

and Las Vegas and Reno more favorably in the Asthma and Allergy Foundation of

America’s 2026 metro comparison. Those findings belong to those metros, not their entire

states. They do not establish a personal allergy advantage for you. Your temperature and

humidity preferences still matter independently, especially given Las Vegas’s extreme

heat.

Overall, Minnesota is the stronger healthcare direction to investigate. Its broader

medical depth and much stronger in-home-care workforce matter more for your stated

priorities than Nevada’s shorter statewide hospital trip. The answer becomes dependable

only when the home location, medication arrangements, exact coverage, and local in-

home-care options work together.
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S E C T I O N  9

Housing,  Insurance & Resilience

HOUSING, INSURANCE & RESILIENCE — HEAD TO HEAD

What housing risk looks like after the rent or mortgage
Housing cost is only the front door. Insurance availability, hazard exposure, property-

specific vulnerability, and the cost of making a home resilient can materially change

which state is easier to live in.

Do not read housing

cost alone.

A cheaper home can become the more fragile choice if insurance is difficult, hazard exposure is

materially higher, or resilience work changes the true cost of ownership or occupancy.

Housing question Minnesota Nevada

HOUSING
PRESSURE
Housing pressure

Stronger statewide housing-affordability

signals; smaller regional centers can offer

lower costs than the Twin Cities.

Greater variation between markets; rural areas

can cost less but have fewer services. Las

Vegas and Reno have experienced substantial

price volatility.

INSURANCE
Insurance
availability and

burden

Higher measured homeowners-premium

pressure, but lower measured nonrenewal

pressure. Minnesota FAIR Plan provides a

possible last-resort option.

Lower measured homeowners-premium

pressure, but higher nonrenewal pressure

than Minnesota. Some newly issued policies

face underwriting friction.

CLIMATE /
HAZARD
Climate and
hazard exposure

Long winters and snow affect access and

upkeep; hail, strong wind, and tornado

exposure make building condition important.

Heat and water constraints affect daily

operation; earthquake and wildfire exposure

require local investigation.

RESILIENCE
Housing
resilience
implication

Give priority to reliable heating, winter road

access, roof condition, storm shelter, and

outage preparation.

Give priority to effective cooling, dependable

water service, appropriate construction, and

fire protection and evacuation access where

relevant.

INSURANCE
Biggest

unresolved
housing or
insurance

question

Does a suitable small-town or rural home

remain affordable after utilities, insurance,

maintenance, and eventual ownership costs

are priced?

Does a lower-cost home retain its advantage

after service access, cooling, insurance terms,

and any mitigation work are considered?

This is a planning comparison, not a property-level risk determination. Finalist

addresses still need current insurance quotes, hazard checks, inspection or resilience

review, and locally applicable tax information before you rely on the apparent advantage.

VS.

VS.

VS.

VS.

VS.
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Housing Market History — Head to Head

This is historical housing-market context for the household's buy-versus-rent decision.

Each local figure is paired with the matching U.S. FHFA series; do not compare a metro

series with a state series as though they were the same measure, and do not use this table

to declare an overall state winner.

State FHFA geography
used

1-year history 5-year history 10-year history

Minnesota Minnesota (state) 2.5% local vs. 2.1%
matching U.S.

24.7% local vs. 33.4%
matching U.S.

78.3% local vs. 95.3%
matching U.S.

Nevada Nevada (state) 2.8% local vs. 2.1%
matching U.S.

28.7% local vs. 33.4%
matching U.S.

113.0% local vs.
95.3% matching U.S.

Use the 10-year history as the main long-range reference when available. The 1- and 5-

year figures show whether the recent path has differed from the longer history.

Past performance does not guarantee future results. Home values may rise more slowly,

stay flat, or fall in the future. StateMatcher is not telling you to buy or rent. Buying or

renting is a personal decision, and this information is provided only to help you

understand the housing-market history shown here.

Physical hazards — head to head

At least one destination lacks a resolved representative county. To avoid comparing a

county with an entire state, both sides use statewide FEMA screening evidence here.

County-specific evidence, if available for a separate destination investigation, must not

be read as the other state's statewide equivalent.

This comparison uses the same FEMA-based hazard definitions on both sides. FEMA

hazard units are not interchangeable: wildfire and earthquake use probability-based

annualized-frequency evidence, while many weather hazards use qualifying events or

event-days per year. A hazard appears when it is important to either destination, because

a low or effectively absent result on the other side is useful comparative information.

Compare the interpretation and relative concern rather than raw numbers across

different hazard types. None of these geographic screening measures gives the odds that

a particular home will be struck or damaged.
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Hazard Minnesota Nevada

Severe storms Minnesota (statewide): FEMA
annualized frequency is best read by
component here: Hail: about 5.4
qualifying state occurrences per year;
Strong wind: about 3.8 qualifying
state occurrences per year; Tornado:
about 0.42 qualifying state
occurrences per year.

No comparable hazard record is
available in the available information.

Earthquake No comparable hazard record is
available in the available information.

Nevada (statewide): FEMA's
annualized-frequency field is
probability-based for this hazard:
about 2% in a given year for the
modeled hazard occurrence at the
state scale. It is not an event-count
rate, a 20-year forecast, or a
property-level probability.

Wildfire No comparable hazard record is
available in the available information.

Nevada (statewide): FEMA's
annualized-frequency field is
probability-based for this hazard:
about 0.6% in a given year for the
modeled hazard occurrence at the
state scale. It is not an event-count
rate, a 20-year forecast, or a
property-level probability.

The table is a screening comparison, not a property verdict. The exact parcel, building,

roads, utilities, evacuation options, and insurance terms can change the practical risk

substantially.

Environmental health — head-to-head

These are statewide screening measures, not neighborhood forecasts. The comparison is

useful for identifying where one state deserves more local investigation.

Measure Minnesota Nevada

Good-air days (AQI 0-50) — higher is
better

77% (2.0 percentage points more
Good-air days than the national
monitored-day average; U.S. avg
75%)

77% (1.6 percentage points more
Good-air days than the national
monitored-day average; U.S. avg
75%)

In-between air days (AQI 51-150) 20% (Moderate or Unhealthy for
Sensitive Groups; U.S. avg 24%)

22% (Moderate or Unhealthy for
Sensitive Groups; U.S. avg 24%)

Unhealthy-or-worse air days (AQI
151+) — lower is better

3% (U.S. avg 1%) 1% (U.S. avg 1%)
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Measure Minnesota Nevada

Overall air-quality rank Overall air-quality screen ranks worse
than about 90% of U.S. states and
D.C.

Overall air-quality screen ranks worse
than about 57% of U.S. states and
D.C.

Fine-particle pollution (2020–2022) —
lower is better

17% lower long-term fine-particle
pollution than the U.S. modeled
benchmark (a national estimate built
with the same CDC method); 7.0
µg/m³

13% lower long-term fine-particle
pollution than the U.S. modeled
benchmark (a national estimate built
with the same CDC method); 7.3
µg/m³

Rough long-term health-risk analogy 0.32 cigarette-equivalents/day; Air
quality has improved substantially
over the past two decades.

0.33 cigarette-equivalents/day; Air
quality has improved substantially
over the past two decades.

Historical heat-related illness
compared with other states — lower
is more favorable

58.2th percentile — a higher heat-
related illness burden than about
58.2% of states and D.C.

67.1th percentile — a higher heat-
related illness burden than about
67.1% of states and D.C.

Pollen in metros ranked by the
Asthma and Allergy Foundation of
America

The ranked metro had worse-than-
average pollen

Both ranked metros had better-than-
average pollen

Tree-pollen season April–May January–April

Grass-pollen season May–July March–May, with monsoon-season
pulses possible

Weed / ragweed season August–September or early October July–October

The first three air-quality rows divide monitored days into a complete 100% story: Good

(AQI 0-50), in-between days that were Moderate or Unhealthy for Sensitive Groups (AQI

51-150), and Unhealthy-or-worse (AQI 151+). The overall air rank is a separate combined

screen of bad-air frequency and high-end AQI; its percentile is a place in the national

ranking, not a percentage of bad days or a claim of that percentage more pollution. Fine-

particle pollution is different: the fine-particle comparison uses a consistent national

modeled benchmark. The cigarette figure is only a rough long-term health-risk analogy,

not a claim that the air contains cigarette smoke or has the same chemistry. Pollen is

different again: the Asthma and Allergy Foundation of America row summarizes only

metros included in that ranking, while the season rows are planning windows. Neither

should be generalized into a statewide pollen percentage.
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Pet relocation — head to head

A pet is part of this move, so this comparison focuses on the rules that matter for the pet

type you reported. Ordinary-pet rules are kept separate from assistance-animal rules.

Question Minnesota Nevada

Dog breed / local regulation State law restricts at least some
breed-specific local dog regulation.
The exact scope of the state
restriction still matters, and breed-
neutral dangerous-dog, leash,
licensing, housing, HOA, and insurer
rules may still apply.

State law restricts at least some
breed-specific local dog regulation.
The exact scope of the state
restriction still matters, and breed-
neutral dangerous-dog, leash,
licensing, housing, HOA, and insurer
rules may still apply.

Housing and insurance The actual landlord,
condominium/HOA rules, and insurer
terms still need property-specific
verification.

The actual landlord,
condominium/HOA rules, and insurer
terms still need property-specific
verification.

State law is only one layer. Before relying on either destination, check the actual landlord

or association rules and the insurer for the specific property. Federal assistance-animal

rules are a separate legal framework and do not create a state-by-state advantage.

Your plan to rent first and investigate before buying within three years makes sense for

this comparison. Minnesota has the stronger broad housing-affordability signal;

Nevada has the stronger measured homeowners-premium signal. Neither has a

proven advantage in the complete cost of occupying a suitable home. The useful

question is not simply where you can find the cheaper listing. It is where you can find a

home that fits your small-town or rural preference without creating expensive upkeep,

difficult access, or insurance problems.

Housing costs: Minnesota has the broad edge, but local choices can reverse it

Minnesota’s smaller regional centers offer a promising balance to investigate: lower

housing costs than its largest metro without necessarily choosing a remote property.

Nevada also offers lower-cost rural housing, but its thin-service context deserves more

weight. A lower rent is less helpful if the location makes work, school, healthcare, and

ordinary errands harder to manage. This does not mean your home must be in the

strongest employment center; it means the residential location and practical routes need

to work together.
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For your rental stage, the fair comparison is the full monthly obligation: rent, utilities,

required fees, and renter insurance. The homeowners-insurance findings do not tell us

which state has cheaper renter coverage. For a later purchase, property taxes, financing,

association charges where applicable, and condition-related maintenance must join that

comparison. There is no supported local property-tax advantage here; an actual parcel

bill would settle that part of the ownership cost.

Insurance: Nevada leads on premium pressure; Minnesota leads on renewal

stability

The measured premium difference is substantial in national ranking terms. Minnesota

has higher homeowners-premium pressure than about 74% of states and D.C., while

Nevada has lower pressure than about 95%. That gives Nevada a clear directional

advantage on this measure—not a dollar savings estimate for your future home.

The renewal comparison points the other way. Minnesota’s measured pressure from

insurers declining to renew existing policies is lower than about 87% of states and D.C.;

Nevada’s is lower than about 65%. Minnesota therefore looks better on this narrower

stability measure, although these findings deserve caution. They are not your personal

chance of losing coverage.

Premium and availability are separate questions: one asks what coverage costs; the

other asks whether an insurer will offer coverage with terms you can accept. Current

carrier availability remains unsettled in both states. Minnesota has more corroborating

insurance information, but that alone does not make its market better. Its FAIR Plan is a

verified last-resort mechanism, not guaranteed acceptance, comprehensive coverage, or

an affordable quote. Nevada’s usable fallback, if needed, would have to be established for

the property.

Forest-edge and hail- or wind-exposed Minnesota properties, and Nevada properties near

the Lake Tahoe–Carson Range wildland interface or in flash-flood-prone desert settings,

illustrate where insurance friction can arise. These are examples, not comprehensive

lists or declarations that entire areas are uninsurable.
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Resilience: different demands, with no established overall winner

Minnesota calls for stronger attention to winter access and storm-resistant housing;

Nevada calls for stronger attention to heat, water, and locally relevant seismic and

wildfire concerns. The available hazard information does not provide a matched

destination-county comparison, so it cannot establish which actual location is safer.

In Minnesota, roof condition matters for hail; secure openings and tree exposure matter

for strong wind; and an accessible interior shelter matters for tornado protection.

Reliable heating and a realistic snow-clearing arrangement also affect whether a rural

home remains easy to live in as you approach retirement.

In Nevada, effective cooling and dependable water service are central housing

requirements. Where wildfire exposure matters, fire-resistant materials, maintained

vegetation clearance, fire response, and more than one usable evacuation route deserve

attention. For older or unusual buildings where seismic concerns are relevant,

documented structural evaluation or retrofit history is more useful than a statewide

label.

The rental period can help you learn how a location actually operates through its

demanding season. It does not replace an inspection or insurance review when you later

choose a home to buy.

Indoor comfort and air: Nevada offers a dryness advantage, not freedom from

environmental problems

Nevada’s dry climate is the more promising match for your concern about high humidity,

but extreme heat creates a different demand on the home. Cooling performance and

utility costs could offset some of that comfort advantage.

Good-air-day frequency was essentially tied in the provided 2025 monitoring results:

76.8% in Minnesota versus 76.5% in Nevada. The middle range—Moderate or Unhealthy

for Sensitive Groups—accounted for 20.3% versus 22.4%. Unhealthy-or-worse days were

less frequent in Nevada: 1.1% versus Minnesota’s 2.9%, roughly one rather than three

out of every 100 monitored county-days. These are combined observations across

monitored counties, not a forecast for your eventual neighborhood.
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Nevada also has the better overall national air-quality position. Minnesota’s result is

worse than about 90% of states and D.C., compared with about 57% for Nevada. That

ranking is separate from the bad-air-day percentages; it does not mean Minnesota has

90% more pollution. For housing, the practical consequence is to consider effective

filtration and the ability to keep indoor temperatures comfortable with windows closed.

The local pollen findings favor Reno and Las Vegas over Minneapolis in the Asthma and

Allergy Foundation of America’s 2026 comparison. They do not establish a statewide

allergy winner. Minnesota’s broad planning windows place tree pollen in April–May,

grass in May–July, and ragweed from August into September or early October. Nevada’s

windows begin earlier: trees in January–April, grass in March–May with possible rain-

driven pulses, and weeds in July–October. Dry surroundings therefore do not guarantee a

pollen-free property, especially near irrigated landscaping.

Housing with your dog: roughly even at the state level

For your large or restricted-breed dog, neither state has a demonstrated housing

advantage. Both restrict at least some breed-specific local regulation, but private

landlords, homeowners associations, and insurers can still create property-specific

barriers. Written acceptance of your dog, the lease or association animal rules, and the

insurer’s liability terms are more useful than a general “pet-friendly” advertisement.

Local animal-control and breed-neutral dangerous-dog rules remain separate checks.

Good to know: the federal Fair Housing Act provides the same assistance-animal baseline

in both states. For a qualifying disability-related need, an ordinary no-pets rule may

require an exception, subject to applicable limits. Anyone relying on that protection

should ask the housing provider about its accommodation process and required

documentation; an online certificate does not automatically establish eligibility.

Buying later: history helps, but does not decide the choice

Nevada’s home values rose more over the past decade and faster than the U.S.;

Minnesota’s rose substantially but more slowly than the U.S. Both states trailed national

growth over five years, and recent annual growth has cooled from the longer-term pace.

For you, the useful consequence is that past gains can explain today’s market without
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proving that buying now will be better than renting. Appreciation can add to an owner’s

equity alongside mortgage paydown, but flat or falling values weaken that benefit and

increase resale risk.

A stay of roughly seven to ten years is a useful buying rule of thumb because purchase

and resale costs are spread over more years—not a promise of profit. Your intended

purchase date and the time you expect to remain in that home are different

considerations.

What could change the conclusion: a suitable Nevada property with manageable service

access and strong coverage could overcome Minnesota’s broad housing edge. Conversely,

a Minnesota home with sound systems and acceptable insurance could be the easier

long-term choice despite higher statewide premium pressure. Comparable written

occupancy costs, an inspection, and an insurance agent’s review of coverage limits,

deductibles, roof terms, exclusions, and required mitigation would make that choice

much more concrete.

From statewide screening to the actual property

Level of analysis What this comparison can tell you What still must be checked

Statewide screening Minnesota: statewide screening
points to cold, fourseasons,
lakecountry. Nevada: statewide
screening points to dry desert
conditions with hot lowlands and
mountain areas.

Use this only to compare broad
pressure, not to judge a particular
home.

Regional variation Minnesota: regional variation matters
because The Twin Cities provide most
major-metro amenities; Rochester,
Duluth, central Minnesota, and
northern regional centers serve
different niches. Nevada: regional
variation matters because Las Vegas,
Reno-Sparks, Carson City, smaller
mining communities, and vast rural
areas have very different economies
and climates.

Narrow the search using the
geographic level that actually fits
each destination—such as
neighborhood, city, metro, county,
elevation, terrain, and local
infrastructure.

StateMatcher 47/73



Level of analysis What this comparison can tell you What still must be checked

Exact address or parcel level Minnesota: an exact-address
insurance quote is required, together
with parcel-level flood, wildfire, wind,
evacuation, utility, deductible,
exclusion, and nonrenewal checks
before relying on the statewide
comparison. Nevada: an exact-
address insurance quote is required,
together with parcel-level flood,
wildfire, wind, evacuation, utility,
deductible, exclusion, and
nonrenewal checks before relying on
the statewide comparison.

Verify the actual property, carrier,
policy terms, utilities, evacuation
access, and total occupancy cost.

My practical advice is to treat the statewide comparison as a filter, the regional

comparison as a shortlist tool, and the exact-address or parcel-level review as the point

where a housing choice becomes real.
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S E C T I O N  1 0

Social,  Civic & Daily-Life Fit

Minnesota gives you a broader range of adult-learning options; Nevada offers a lower

statewide public four-year tuition benchmark. Neither has a proven advantage in the

everyday community atmosphere you would experience. For you, the useful question

is whether a small-town or rural home can support a satisfying daily life while keeping

work and any retraining within reach. A wider choice of programs helps, but a suitable

course that fits your schedule matters more than a state’s overall catalog.

Community fit: no clear statewide lead

Your preference for a small town or rural area deserves to shape the search in both

states. A college or employment center need not become your home address. The

practical tradeoff is whether living where you feel comfortable leaves enough time for

work, study, and ordinary life—not simply whether a major city has more activities.

There is not enough place-specific information here to say that Minnesota or Nevada

would offer you an easier social connection or a more comfortable local atmosphere.

That remains a town-by-town question. When visiting serious residential candidates,

spending an ordinary weekday there can be more revealing than a sightseeing weekend:

look at the places you would actually use and whether their schedules fit yours. Neither

state earns a social-fit advantage from assumptions about its reputation.

Adult learning: three separate judgments

These options can support your or your spouse’s continuing education, career retraining,

degree or certificate study, professional development, or personal enrichment. They are

a separate question from K–12 schooling.

Program breadth: Minnesota has a substantial edge. The 2024 federal postsecondary

snapshot places Minnesota’s range of completed programs above roughly three-quarters

of states and D.C., versus about one-eighth for Nevada. This describes variety, not

teaching quality or your chance of finishing. The difference matters most if you want

room to change fields or are still deciding what to study. It matters much less if Nevada

already offers the exact credential you need in a usable format.
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Public two-year published tuition: the statewide comparison remains unresolved.

Minnesota’s 2024 median published in-state tuition was $5,473; Nevada has no

comparable statewide median in this snapshot. That does not mean Nevada lacks

community-college pathways. Its current options include both Las Vegas and Reno-area

colleges, with published resident registration charges that must be considered alongside

fees and program costs.

Public four-year published tuition: Nevada has the clear statewide price edge. The 2024

median was $3,758 in Nevada versus $8,840 in Minnesota, a difference of $5,082. That is

a meaningful sticker-price difference if degree study becomes part of your plans. But it is

not a promised saving at the particular university you choose. These medians cover the

full public-sector reporting universe; they are not averages of the selected universities

shown here. Nevada’s current university examples cost considerably more than its

statewide median.

StateMatcher best-fit public options

These are broad practical-fit choices, not an official national ranking. Rank applies only

within each state’s sector. The community-college choices focus on associate degrees and

certificates; Nevada’s selected colleges also offer bachelor’s study.

Sector and fit order Minnesota Nevada

Two-year pathways — #1 Minnesota State Community and
Technical College, Detroit Lakes,
Fergus Falls, Moorhead and Wadena.
More than 30 online programs and
majors, career credentials, and
transfer routes. 2026–27: $6,570
tuition and fees for 30 credits, with
possible online or program
differences.

College of Southern Nevada, Las
Vegas. Selected online certificates
and associate degrees, separate
workforce training, and university-
transfer support. Fall 2026–spring
2027: $136.25 per lower-division
credit, plus mandatory and course
fees.

Two-year pathways — #2 Saint Paul College, Saint Paul.
Technical credentials, transfer
degrees, and separate noncredit
workforce training; online and hybrid
choices. Fall 2026: $231.20–$335.45
per on-campus credit; $254.82 per
online credit, including tuition and
fees, with additional materials or
course charges.

Truckee Meadows Community
College, Reno. Short-term skills
training, career certificates, transfer
degrees, and selected online
programs. 2026–27: $136.25 per
lower-division credit, plus
mandatory and course fees.
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Sector and fit order Minnesota Nevada

Four-year pathways — #1 Metropolitan State University,
Saint Paul. Online career-oriented
bachelor’s programs and assessment
of prior learning for possible credit.
2026–27: $322 per undergraduate
credit, before mandatory fees and
program differences.

University of Nevada, Reno. Broad
degree options, adult-oriented online
offerings, and separate noncredit
professional development. 2026–27:
$11,079 resident undergraduate
tuition and mandatory fees for 30
credits; online-program prices vary.

Four-year pathways — #2 Minnesota State University,
Mankato. Online degree-completion
and certificate options in fields
including business, leadership, and
communication. 2026–27: $10,860 in-
state undergraduate tuition and
fees for 30 credits, subject to
program differences.

University of Nevada, Las Vegas.
Broad degree offerings, online
learning, and separate noncredit
career certificates. 2026–27: $11,231
resident undergraduate tuition
and fees for 30 credits, including a
$200 one-time new-student fee.

What this means for you: Minnesota’s choices offer several documented ways to study

around employment, including options beyond the Twin Cities. Nevada also has practical

retraining routes in both its northern and southern population centers. If your eventual

home and work are in southern Nevada, Las Vegas may be more practical than the

higher-listed Reno university; that would be a geographic advantage, not a change in

academic prestige.

The local prices preserve their published credit-load and fee bases. Per-credit charges

that exclude fees should not be compared dollar-for-dollar with annual totals that include

them. Published resident tuition is also not the price after aid, and moving to a state does

not automatically establish eligibility. Credit-bearing degrees, noncredit workforce

courses, and personal-enrichment study need separate price quotes.

Nevada’s current shortlist is incomplete on comparable completion, earnings, and prices

after aid. Minnesota has some published completion information, but those first-time,

full-time student groups do not closely represent working adults. Neither side supports a

reliable adult-student outcome winner.

What would settle the learning choice

The exact program and schedule could outweigh either statewide advantage. Once

your likely home and work region is clearer, start with the listed college’s program

adviser and tuition office. Ask for the credential’s current course schedule, required

campus visits, entry requirements, transfer arrangements, and any licensing
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requirements, together with a written cost estimate and residency requirements. Then

test the necessary trips from your prospective home.

Minnesota’s broader catalog is reassuring while your retraining goal remains open.

Nevada’s lower statewide four-year benchmark is encouraging, but the selected

university prices show why the actual program bill matters. There is no sound reason to

combine those different strengths into one overall education winner—or let them

override the employment and healthcare priorities driving your wider move.
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S E C T I O N  1 1

Mobility & Connectivity

New-resident arrival friction

These are official-source newcomer screening rules from the reviewed official new-

resident guidance. They are not a substitute for checking the current agency instructions

immediately before the move.

Arrival task Minnesota Nevada

Driver-license transition Not established — verify —
Minnesota provides a new-resident
transfer process, but the reviewed
official material did not establish one
numeric new-resident deadline.

Not established — verify —
Nevada's official New Resident Guide
requires residents who drive to
transfer their license, but the
reviewed guide did not state one
numeric grace period.

Vehicle title / registration 60 days — Register the vehicle in
Minnesota within 60 days after
becoming a resident.

Not established — verify —
Nevada's New Resident Guide
requires Nevada registration and
provides the process, but the
reviewed source did not state a single
new-resident numeric deadline.

Inspection / emissions None Identified — No statewide
emissions inspection requirement
was identified in the reviewed official
information.

Regional — Emissions inspection can
be required in designated Nevada
urban counties/areas.

Official next stop Minnesota Driver and Vehicle
Services

Nevada Department of Motor
Vehicles

Treat a missing or nonnumeric deadline as a verification item, never as extra time. This

comparison is about administrative landing friction; it should not outweigh a major

healthcare, employment, legal, family, or housing constraint.

Mobility & Connectivity

Neither Minnesota nor Nevada has a clear mobility advantage for you yet. Your

preference for a small town or rural area makes the location of the home especially

important. The better choice is the one that lets you keep that setting without making
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work, school trips, healthcare, and ordinary errands too difficult. Minnesota’s broader

appeal in the Employment and Healthcare comparisons remains relevant, but it does not

by itself establish an easier daily routine.

Commuting: the home-to-work route could change the choice

The commute comparison remains unresolved. Your preferred limit is 60 minutes each

way. At that limit, a round-trip commute would take two hours on a workday, before

errands or school-related travel. That is a meaningful time commitment, particularly

when you are also planning for retirement within five years.

The same test belongs on both sides: can a home in your preferred setting connect you to

suitable work within a travel time you would actually accept? Living in the city where a

job is located is not the only answer. A small-town or rural home could still work, while a

home closer to employment might offer a worthwhile compromise if it substantially

reduces time behind the wheel. Your own commute preference should not be assumed to

apply to anyone else in your household.

Everyday access: compare the whole routine, not just the commute

Neither state has a demonstrated advantage for errands, school travel, or alternatives

to driving. Those questions depend on the residential areas you seriously consider. A

manageable work trip would not settle the comparison if groceries, appointments, and

school travel required several additional long drives.

Because retirement is approaching, the useful question is also whether the home would

remain practical after your work commute ends. Proximity to everyday services could

become more valuable than proximity to an employer. A place that suits your working

life should also give you a reasonable way to maintain independence if you later want to

drive less.

Airports and internet: no fair winner yet

Airport convenience and home internet remain unresolved between Minnesota and

Nevada. Minneapolis and Las Vegas are representative destinations used for planning,

not recommendations that you live in either city. They do not establish travel times from
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a future rural home, convenient flights for your trips, or internet service at a particular

property.

For you, connectivity needs to work at the home you choose—not merely somewhere

within the state.

What would settle the comparison

A short list of actual homes would make this comparison much more useful:

Test the complete travel routine. Map each home to likely workplaces, school

destinations, groceries, and healthcare. Compare travel at the times you would use those

routes.

Check independence from driving. Ask local transportation providers which services

reach the address, when they operate, and whether their schedules fit appointments and

errands.

Check airport and internet access separately. Compare the drive and available flights for

trips you expect to make. Ask internet providers to confirm service at the exact address,

including available speeds and installation timing.

Mobility does not currently overturn Minnesota’s overall lead, but it could. A Nevada

home that brings your preferred setting and daily destinations together could be more

practical than a Minnesota home that leaves you spending too much of the week driving.
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S E C T I O N  1 2

Regions and Places to Investigate

HEAD-TO-HEAD GEOGRAPHY

Where the comparison gets real
These maps put both states into one head-to-head frame and mark the regional

candidates from the canonical matchup table. Rank numbers are within-state rankings,

not claims that State A #1 is geographically equivalent to State B #1. Place names sit

outside each state outline and connect to their locations with leader lines. Each state is

independently fitted to an equal-size panel for readability; the two outlines are not drawn

at the same geographic scale.

Minnesota

1 Minneapolis

2

Rochester

1 Minneapolis 2 Rochester

VS.

Nevada

1 Las Vegas

2Carson City

1 Las Vegas 2 Carson City

Regional Matchups to Test

You are looking for a small-town or rural home without giving up workable jobs, a sound

school pathway for your child, or dependable healthcare as retirement approaches.

Minnesota offers the stronger employment foundation for that search; Nevada’s most

appealing smaller-community options still need a clearer path for all three working

adults. That makes the first question practical: can one home serve the whole household,

rather than simply look attractive on a visit?

U.S. Census Bureau cartographic-boundary geography (2024). Planning map only.

Markers are canonical reference points, not metro, municipal, school, neighborhood,

parcel, or legal boundaries.
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The strongest employment center is not necessarily where you should live. The

matchups here separate residential possibilities from the larger markets that could

supply jobs and services. The order reflects where I would focus your investigation

within each state, not a claim that the paired places are geographic equivalents.

Minnesota lead Nevada lead What the matchup reveals What could rule either out

1. Northfield, with
Minneapolis and the
Twin Cities market
as an employment
and service anchor

1. Boulder City, with
Las Vegas as the
employment and
service anchor

Both test whether a quieter,
smaller community can coexist
with access to a major job
market. Minnesota has the
stronger common employment
path; neither residential choice
has established workable
routes for every worker.

A home that puts your spouse
too far from suitable legal
work, leaves your adult child
without an attainable dentistry
position, or lacks a satisfactory
assigned-school pathway.

2. Rochester as a
healthcare-centered
employment and
service region; a
smaller-community
home remains to be
identified

2. Carson City, with
the Douglas school
district as a school
lead requiring exact-
address eligibility

Different strengths: Rochester
combines an alternate
employment lead with
substantial medical
institutions. Carson City offers
a smaller-city rhythm and a
connection to Nevada’s
strongest all-around school
lead, but the household’s local
earning path is unresolved
there.

Rochester may require more
urban living than you want.
Carson City would fall away if
suitable local work cannot
support the household,
regardless of its lifestyle
appeal.

3. Delano, a town-
setting school-and-
housing lead;
employment routes
remain unresolved

No comparable
additional
residential lead
established

Delano preserves a school-first
option that matches your
preferred setting. There is not
enough comparable
information to pair it fairly with
another Nevada home base.

Current housing, school
assignment, or employer
locations could prevent the
strong historical school results
from translating into a
workable household choice.

What this means for you: Northfield versus Boulder City best tests your decisive

tradeoff: how much regional driving you would accept to retain a smaller-community

home. Rochester versus Carson City asks a different question—whether medical depth or

a quieter residential setting deserves more weight as retirement gets closer. Delano

remains useful because a strong school-and-housing choice could change where you

search for work, provided the routes actually work.
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Smaller-community living with a major market behind it

Minnesota has the employment edge in the Northfield–Boulder City matchup, but the

residential outcome remains unresolved. The Employment comparison identifies the

Twin Cities as Minnesota’s strongest supported common job market and the Las Vegas

metro as Nevada’s strongest lead. Nevada has not yet shown a reliable common-market

path for all three essential workers. That is a consequential difference for a household

that still needs local earnings—not merely a difference in how much information is

available.

Northfield directly answers your preference for a smaller-scale community. Carleton and

St. Olaf contribute lectures, performances, sports, cafés, bookstores, and public events.

Its traditional riverfront center and older streets offer a recognizable local identity rather

than the feel of a newer residential development. The appeal is a compact daily routine

with familiar businesses and civic institutions, while retaining regional access to the

Twin Cities.

Boulder City offers a different version of that smaller-community life: a quieter

traditional center near Lake Mead and Hoover Dam, with older streets and a clear

contrast to the intensity of the larger metro. Its community rhythm could remain

attractive after retirement, when daily work travel matters less. On both sides, however,

historic character can bring older-home accessibility issues, parking constraints, and

housing pressure. Northfield also has a university calendar that shapes local activity and

demand.

The opportunity anchors add distinct benefits without requiring you to live in their

urban centers. Minneapolis offers lakes, parks, cycling, restaurants, universities, arts,

music, galleries, and festivals that can make regional outings part of ordinary life. Las

Vegas offers extensive dining and entertainment, arts and music venues, and airport

connectivity, alongside a tourism-driven identity and extreme heat. Those are different

strengths, not grounds for assuming either city would be your preferred home.

Commute practicality is unresolved—and your spouse’s shorter preference deserves

particular attention. Your preferred one-way trip is 60 minutes, your spouse’s is 30

minutes, and your adult child’s is 55 minutes. These are separate preferences, not one
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household allowance. A home that works for your plumbing schedule could still create

an exhausting legal-work commute. Routes from either smaller community may exceed

one or more preferences; no precise travel time is established here.

For this matchup, the most useful next step is to start with dental practices and group

practices for your adult child, while pursuing your plumbing search and your spouse’s

legal search in parallel. Actual workplace addresses, attainable pay, and licensing

requirements would make it possible to test homes against real destinations rather than

a metro name. Neither Northfield nor Boulder City has a demonstrated assigned-school

solution in this comparison, so their lifestyle appeal cannot settle your child’s school

choice.

Healthcare-centered living versus a smaller capital-city setting

Rochester has the clearer healthcare-centered proposition; the complete local-care

comparison remains unresolved. Mayo Clinic shapes the city’s identity, and trails,

parks, restaurants, cultural activities, events, and specialized institutions give it a

practical midsize-city feel. That connects directly to your hospital-quality priority and

gives the region reasons to remain attractive after working life. It does not, by itself,

settle insurance coverage, appointment access, or in-home-care availability.

Carson City offers historic neighborhoods, government employment, a smaller-city

scale, and access to Tahoe and Sierra recreation. Older architecture and a compact civic

rhythm give daily errands and community life a different feel from a large metro.

Regional travel for specialized services, along with weather, wildfire, and seasonal

congestion around recreation, can complicate that appeal. Government employment is

part of the city’s character, not proof of a suitable legal position for your spouse.

Rochester is a supported alternate employment region, not a replacement for the Twin

Cities as Minnesota’s strongest employment lead. Nor is it yet established as your best

whole-household location. It could become the more compelling residential strategy if

its jobs, medical access, and a suitable smaller-community home work together. Carson

City needs direct local job and pay information before it can carry the same household

earning assumption.
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The school connection is more specific on the Nevada side. Douglas is classified as Town

— distant, matching your small-town or rural preference overall. It was a regular public

school district offering preschool through grade 12 in 2024–25, covering your child’s

planning horizon. Historical academic results are available at every stage: very strong

and fairly steady in elementary and high school, and strong and fairly steady in middle

school. Its listed service communities include Carson City, but that does not establish

eligibility for a particular home.

Keeping a strong school-first option visible

Delano is a strong Minnesota school-and-setting lead, not yet a complete employment-

and-housing solution. Its district is classified as Town — fringe, which fits your

preferred setting. The regular public district’s 2024–25 preschool-through-grade-12 span

covers the full school horizon. Historical results are available for elementary, middle,

and high school and were very strong throughout; elementary results were slipping,

while middle and high-school results were fairly steady.

For both Delano and Douglas, those historical facts provide a reason to investigate—not a

current assignment or performance promise. Before committing to a home, the district

enrollment office can settle the exact attendance boundary, assigned schools, current

grade offerings, enrollment rules, programs, and transportation. The newest school

results should be checked separately. District setting labels describe the district overall,

not every property within it.

Housing affordability remains unresolved across these matchups. Northfield,

Rochester, Minneapolis, Boulder City, and Las Vegas are positioned as higher-cost options

relative to alternatives within their own states; Carson City sits nearer Nevada’s middle.

Those descriptions cannot establish which state offers the cheaper suitable home. Actual

listings and carrying costs need to fit the Financial Outlook, especially when a less

expensive property would add substantial driving.

I would begin with the smaller-community matchup, then keep Rochester and Carson

City visible for the distinct benefits they offer. The answer that matters most is not which

place has the nicest center or strongest institution. It is which residential choice lets your

household earn, attend school, obtain care, and live the quieter daily life you want

without making every necessary trip harder.
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S E C T I O N  1 3

Room to Adjust,  Reversibility & What Could Change

Room to Adjust After the Move

You are trying to find a small-town or rural home that works for several careers now and

remains comfortable as retirement approaches. Minnesota has the practical edge in

room to adjust without another interstate move, chiefly because its stronger common

job-market foundation and healthcare fit give you more ways to respond if the first

arrangement disappoints. That is a meaningful advantage while local earnings remain

necessary—not proof that every Minnesota town will work.

Reversibility edge: Minnesota for adjusting within the state; roughly even for testing

the choice through renting. Neither state has an established advantage in how easily

you could unwind a home purchase.

Changing jobs or location: Minnesota has the edge

The Employment comparison gives Minnesota the stronger foundation for keeping the

household’s careers within a workable common area. Dentistry still narrows your

location choices most. Minnesota’s advantage therefore matters less as a promise of easy

employer changes and more as a better chance of preserving the household’s overall

arrangement when one worker’s needs change.

Nevada offers distinct alternatives around Las Vegas, Reno-Sparks, and Carson City, but

no evaluated metro yet provides a reliable path for every essential local worker. That is

not the same as saying the jobs do not exist. It means a move between Nevada regions

cannot yet be counted on to solve one employment problem without creating another.

Northfield versus Boulder City remains a useful test of your preferred setting against

access to larger job markets. The important flexibility is not simply having other towns

available; it is having another home location that still works for everyone’s commute and

school routine.
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Testing the home before buying: roughly even

Your rent-first approach preserves flexibility in both states. It lets you experience the

daily routine before taking on the additional commitment of ownership. Lease terms,

including renewal and early-exit provisions, determine how much freedom that rental

actually gives you.

Minnesota’s broader housing-affordability advantage and Nevada’s lower measured

homeowners-premium pressure pull in different directions. Neither settles which

eventual purchase would be easier to carry or sell. There is no comparable resale

evidence here to award an exit advantage.

The most useful trial is one that includes the season most likely to challenge you:

Minnesota’s cold, snow, and seasonal darkness, or the heat in the Nevada location you

choose. A pleasant visit is less revealing than living through ordinary workdays,

appointments, and errands during that season.

Adapting to care needs: Minnesota has the edge

Minnesota’s stronger healthcare fit gives it an advantage if hospital quality or in-home

support becomes more important. Nevada’s shorter statewide hospital travel and lower

caregiver rates remain real counterweights. For flexibility, however, the decisive

question is whether you can change providers or obtain help near the home without

relocating again. The Healthcare comparison’s unresolved insurance and local-care

questions still determine whether that advantage is usable.

Retraining: different strengths

Minnesota has the broader statewide range of postsecondary programs; Nevada has the

lower public four-year tuition signal. In the 2024 figures, median published annual in-

state tuition was $8,840 in Minnesota versus $3,758 in Nevada—a $5,082 difference

before fees or aid. That could make Nevada attractive if a suitable career-change program

is available nearby and you qualify for in-state tuition. Minnesota’s broader catalog is

more useful if the future training need is not yet clear. Neither statewide result

guarantees a usable local program; the institution’s program office and residency rules

would settle that question.
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What could change the choice

The strongest potential change is reduced dependence on local work. As retirement or

continuing location-independent income takes a larger role, Minnesota’s employment

advantage becomes less important. Nevada could then become more appealing if the

actual home, care arrangements, and recurring costs work better for you. The Financial

Outlook provides the basis for that comparison; continuing income should not be treated

as replacing earnings until the amounts support it.

A complete set of workable Nevada job offers could also narrow Minnesota’s flexibility

advantage. Conversely, finding that Minnesota’s winter makes daily life difficult could

outweigh its institutional strengths. These are concrete conditions that could change

your decision—not predictions about either state’s future.
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S E C T I O N  1 4

Retirement Summary — Head-to-Head

Because you are still working but plan to retire within the next five years, this Retirement

Summary looks beyond your immediate employment needs and brings together the

issues likely to matter most as you move from working life into retirement.

Minnesota has the retirement edge for you, chiefly because healthcare depth and

access to help at home matter to your plans. Nevada’s retirement-income tax advantage

is clear, but it does not yet outweigh Minnesota’s stronger care foundation. The important

tradeoff is paying more for some services versus having a broader supply of them.

Working now, retiring later: Minnesota leads the transition

The Employment comparison remains important: local earnings are still necessary, and

Minnesota offers the stronger common job market. Nevada becomes more competitive as

dependence on those earnings falls. That does not necessarily require a second move. A

small-town or rural home within practical reach of jobs and healthcare could serve both

phases—but a manageable work commute today is not proof that the home will remain

convenient after you stop driving.

Retirement taxes: Nevada has the clear edge

Your reported Social Security income receives income-dependent relief in Minnesota;

Nevada does not tax it under a broad individual income tax. Minnesota generally taxes

most other retirement income, while Nevada also leaves pensions and retirement-

account withdrawals free of that state tax. Nevada’s advantage therefore grows if those

sources become a substantial part of your retirement income.

The dollar difference for you remains unresolved until continuing income is separated

by source and by gross versus after-tax amount. Minnesota’s Social Security relief could

narrow the gap. Your official Social Security earnings record and benefit estimates also

matter during this transition, particularly if benefits overlap with continued work before

full retirement age.
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Housing durability: different strengths, not a total-cost winner

Minnesota has stronger broad housing-affordability signals. Nevada counters with lower

county property-tax benchmarks and markedly lower measured homeowners-premium

pressure; Minnesota looks better on measured nonrenewal pressure. These advantages

point in different directions, so neither state has a proven overall ownership-cost

advantage.

Renting first gives you time to test seasonal comfort and service access before buying.

For a retirement purchase, the actual parcel tax bill, insurance terms, building

condition, and maintenance demands matter more than a statewide bargain. Senior

relief should not be counted as savings until your eligibility is established.

Healthcare and Medicare: Minnesota leads, with geography still decisive

Minnesota better matches your hospital-quality priorities and offers deeper major-

system care around Rochester and Minneapolis–Saint Paul. Nevada’s shorter statewide

hospital travel measure is encouraging, but substantial rural areas have thin services and

few backup options. Its strongest care choices center on Las Vegas and Reno.

The retirement consequence is straightforward: Minnesota gives you more room to

choose around care needs, though not every rural address benefits equally. Neither state

has a proven Medicare-plan advantage for your eventual county. At Medicare enrollment,

the exact plan’s participating clinicians, hospitals, pharmacies, and medication coverage

—not the state’s reputation—will determine usable access.

Help at home and later care: Minnesota leads availability; prices split

Minnesota’s much deeper in-home-care workforce makes it the stronger choice for

remaining at home with paid help. Nevada is cheaper per hour: the 2025 median

caregiver rate is $37 versus Minnesota’s $44, compared with a $35 national median. Both

exceed that median, by $2 and $9 respectively. Nevada’s lower price is useful only if an

agency can reliably staff the hours you need.

Minnesota also has substantially stronger residential-care capacity. Nevada’s typical

assisted-living price is lower, but its typical nursing-care price is higher; nursing-bed

capacity is below the national median in both states, especially Nevada. These supply
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measures do not show current vacancies. Local memory-care availability, admissions,

and prices remain unresolved in both.

Long-term-care insurance deserves consideration in either state, especially whether a

policy provides meaningful in-home-care benefits. Coverage and a dependable local

caregiver are separate needs.

Climate, independence, and community: different strengths

Nevada offers drier surroundings that may better suit your humidity preference. Winter

snow and ice affect much of Minnesota but only some portions of Nevada. Extreme heat

is also geographically concentrated; a low statewide measure does not remove the

cooling and transportation demands of a hot location.

Air quality splits the comparison. In 2025, Good air accounted for 76.8% of Minnesota’s

monitored days versus 76.5% in Nevada; the middle range accounted for 20.3% versus

22.4%, and Unhealthy-or-worse days for 2.9% versus 1.1%. Nevada had fewer severe-air

days despite nearly equal Good-day frequency. Its overall national ranking was also more

favorable; that ranking is separate from the percentage of bad-air days.

Neither state has a demonstrated transportation advantage if driving declines. Your

child’s school routine and access to groceries, appointments, and social connections still

need to work together. No clear community-atmosphere winner is established.

Estate planning and the retirement choice

Nevada has the estate-tax edge: it imposes neither state estate nor inheritance tax.

Minnesota has no inheritance tax but imposes estate tax, with a provided exemption of

$3 million. That difference matters most if your estate approaches the threshold;

domicile and estate documents warrant an attorney’s review.

Minnesota remains the better retirement fit because its healthcare and care-at-home

strengths address your priorities more directly. The facts most capable of reversing

that conclusion are your actual retirement-income tax difference, dependable care under

the insurance available where you would live, and whether the chosen home remains

practical without daily driving.
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S E C T I O N  1 5

How the Choice Looks Across Your Priorities

Minnesota has the stronger overall case for the life you are trying to build: a small-

town or rural home that supports local work now and dependable care as retirement

approaches. Nevada offers real savings in some areas, but those savings come with a less

settled answer to the household’s most immediate question: can every essential worker

find suitable work within a practical distance of the same home?

That distinction matters more than counting category wins. Minnesota’s advantages in

employment, school results, and healthcare reinforce one another. Nevada’s lower

homeowners-insurance pressure, transportation cost signals, caregiver rates, and public

four-year tuition could matter substantially—but only where they apply to your actual

choices.

What each choice gains—and costs you

Factor Advantage Importance to you Decision impact What you give up
by choosing the
other state

Work for the
household

Clear edge:
Minnesota overall.
Plumbing leads
clearly; dentistry
favors Minnesota
more cautiously.
Your spouse’s legal
career has different
strengths in each
state.

Central while local
earnings remain
necessary.

Minnesota offers the
stronger common
job-market path, not
a guarantee of
suitable offers.

Choosing Nevada
gives up some
employment depth
and flexibility.
Choosing Minnesota
gives up Nevada’s
legal-career wage
range that fully
clears your spouse’s
income minimum.

Schools in your
preferred setting

Clear edge:
Minnesota’s
historical results.
Historical grade-
through-12 coverage
is essentially even
among the regular
districts considered.

Important to
combining schooling
with the home
setting you want.

Minnesota’s leads
offer more
consistently very
strong past results
across the planning
horizon.

Choosing Nevada
gives up that
consistency—not a
demonstrated grade-
coverage advantage.
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Factor Advantage Importance to you Decision impact What you give up
by choosing the
other state

Hospital quality and
in-home care

Minnesota has the
edge on fit; Nevada
has different
strengths.

Important now and
increasingly
consequential in
retirement.

Minnesota better
matches your care
priorities; Nevada
offers shorter
statewide hospital
travel and lower
caregiver rates.

Nevada means
foregoing
Minnesota’s stronger
overall care fit.
Minnesota means
foregoing Nevada’s
measured travel and
caregiver-cost
advantages.

Ordinary public
safety

Clear statewide
edge: Minnesota.
Local comparisons
are closer in some
places.

Important to
everyday
independence and
comfort.

Favors Minnesota,
but does not rule out
a competitive
Nevada town.

Choosing Nevada
gives up the stronger
statewide safety
picture, not
necessarily a safer
individual
neighborhood.

Housing and
homeowners
insurance

Different strengths;
total cost
unresolved.
Minnesota has
stronger broad
housing-affordability
signals; Nevada has
markedly lower
premium pressure.

High because
recurring home costs
persist into
retirement.

Neither state is
proven cheaper for
the home you would
actually occupy.

Minnesota sacrifices
Nevada’s insurance-
price advantage;
Nevada sacrifices
Minnesota’s broader
housing-cost
advantage.

Transportation costs
and daily access

Nevada leads on
statewide
transportation
prices; mobility is
unresolved.

Important with
several work
destinations and a
small-town
preference.

A cheaper
transportation price
level can be
outweighed by
longer driving.

Choosing Minnesota
gives up Nevada’s
lower price signal.
Neither choice yet
secures a workable
daily routine.

Retraining Different strengths.
Minnesota has
broader adult-
program options;
Nevada has lower
published public
four-year tuition.

Useful if work
changes before
retirement.

The exact program
and schedule matter
more than the
statewide winner.

Nevada gives up
breadth; Minnesota
gives up the lower
four-year tuition
benchmark.

Groceries, general
healthcare price
signals, and
discretionary
spending

Essentially even. Relevant to the
budget, but weak as
tie-breakers.

These broad
differences are too
small to drive the
move.

No substantial
statewide cost
advantage is being
surrendered here.
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What this means for you

Minnesota’s lead is concentrated in the things that are hardest to replace after moving.

Lower insurance or tuition costs are valuable, but they do not compensate automatically

for a missing job option, an unsuitable school assignment, or care that is difficult to

reach.

Both states comfortably offer public retraining options, and both sets of regular-district

leads cover the historical grade-through-12 planning horizon. That establishes useful

choices, not current admission or school assignment. Conversely, neither state has yet

demonstrated the complete home–work–school–care arrangement your household

needs. That is an unanswered location question, not a finding that either state cannot

work.

Is the premium buying something you value?

Nevada’s higher housing benchmark is not accompanied by a demonstrated overall

household-cost premium. In the Everyday Cost Comparison, the statewide monthly

housing benchmark is $1,392 in Minnesota versus $1,625 in Nevada—a $233 difference

favoring Minnesota. These are Census medians across occupied homes, not quotes for

your intended rental or purchase. The other everyday-cost comparisons are relative

statewide price signals, not additional monthly bills; the Financial Outlook remains the

full household budget comparison.

The practical question is what a more expensive particular home buys. Paying more could

be worthwhile if it puts suitable jobs, assigned schools, and care within easier reach.

Paying more merely to preserve a rural setting while adding difficult drives would be a

much weaker bargain. Nevada’s insurance and transportation advantages could offset

part of its housing difference, but they do not establish that offset for your household.

What could change the choice?

Nevada becomes more competitive if actual offers resolve the household employment

question and a specific home makes the daily routes work. Minnesota’s broader market

depth matters less once every essential worker has a suitable position. Written offers

showing pay and work locations, paired with the home’s assigned schools and usable

healthcare network, would provide a concrete basis for that reversal.
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Northfield versus Boulder City is the clearest residential comparison to pursue. As

retirement reduces dependence on local earnings, Nevada’s caregiver-cost and other

price advantages could also deserve more weight. For now, Minnesota offers the stronger

combination of opportunity and room to adjust; Nevada needs a more convincing local

arrangement to outweigh that advantage.
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S E C T I O N  1 6

What to Check Before You Choose

FINAL TIE-BREAKERS

What could actually change the answer?
These are not every loose end in the move. They are the small number of unresolved

facts that could materially change which state is the better fit.

Unresolved
condition

Minnesota Nevada Decision consequence

SWITCH POINT 1
Suitable work

for all three

essential local

workers

Minnesota

Written employer offers confirm

acceptable pay for all three

careers, including your spouse’s

unresolved minimum-income

result. Test each worker’s

commute from the proposed

home.

Nevada

Written offers establish a

workable combination of

plumbing, dentistry, and legal

work, including plumbing pay

that clears the required

minimum. Test each worker’s

commute from the proposed

home.

WHY IT COULD FLIP THE
CHOICE

Minnesota has the

stronger common job-

market foundation. A

complete Nevada offer

package could

overturn that

advantage; missing

essential earnings

could postpone either

choice.

SWITCH POINT 2
The actual

recurring

household

balance

Minnesota

Property and insurance quotes,

actual household spending, and

income records show that

Minnesota leaves enough money

after recurring bills. A tax

professional resolves gross-

versus-after-tax income and

applicable retirement-income

treatment.

Nevada

The same records show that

Nevada leaves meaningfully

more money after recurring bills,

rather than merely saving on

selected expenses. A tax

professional confirms source-

specific income treatment.

WHY IT COULD FLIP THE
CHOICE

Overall affordability

remains unresolved. A

durable difference in

money left over could

outweigh individual

housing, insurance, or

transportation

advantages.

SWITCH POINT 3

A suitable small-

town or rural

home with

workable

schools and dog

acceptance

Minnesota

A candidate property meets your

setting preference. The district

confirms exact-address

assignment and current grade

coverage; the landlord or

association and insurer confirm

acceptance of your dog in

writing. Local animal control

settles applicable rules.

Nevada

A Nevada property meets the

same requirements. The district

confirms assignment and current

grade coverage, while written

property and insurance terms

allow your dog and local animal-

control rules are workable.

WHY IT COULD FLIP THE
CHOICE
Historical school

results favor

Minnesota, but neither

state has a complete

residential

arrangement

established. A suitable

Nevada home could

narrow the gap

substantially; an

unusable property is

not a viable alternative.
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SWITCH POINT 4
Usable care and

medication

continuity near

the eventual

home

Minnesota

Your insurer confirms coverage

for needed medicines and

providers; the practices confirm

they can take you, and an in-

home-care agency confirms

service to the address at an

acceptable price.

Nevada

The same checks establish

reliable Nevada care and

medication access, with usable

local services that make its lower

caregiver rates meaningful.

WHY IT COULD FLIP THE
CHOICE

Minnesota better

matches your hospital-

quality and in-home-

care priorities. Actual

access could outweigh

that broad advantage,

especially as

retirement approaches.

If you are still torn

1 Would you accept Minnesota’s

potentially higher insurance

and transportation costs for its

stronger combined

employment, safety, and

healthcare foundation, or would

Nevada’s savings matter more

once all essential earnings are

secured?

2 If Minnesota offers the better

school-and-work combination

only with a less rural home,

while Nevada offers your

preferred setting with longer or

less convenient commutes,

which sacrifice would your

household rather make every

week?

3 As retirement approaches,

would you prioritize

Minnesota’s stronger healthcare

fit, or Nevada’s lower caregiver

rates and shorter statewide

hospital travel if the actual

providers and routes work for

you?

Resolve the switch points first. If the evidence still leaves the states close, use the three

tie-breaker questions to decide which sacrifice or uncertainty you would rather live with.

What this means for you: Minnesota has the stronger foundation for the life you need

now, but Nevada still has a credible way to become the better choice. The distinction is

between advantages on paper and a complete arrangement your household can actually

use. A cheaper expense does not compensate for lost essential earnings, and a stronger

statewide healthcare picture does not help if the needed practice cannot take you.

These questions matter together. The most persuasive result would be one location that

works across employment, housing, school needs, and care—not separate attractive

answers scattered across a state.

For either state, there is one useful housing-rights distinction: if a dog serves a qualifying

disability-related assistance need, federal fair-housing rules can require an exception to

an ordinary pet restriction. Before relying on that possibility, ask the property manager

about its reasonable-accommodation process and required documentation. It is not

automatic approval and does not replace applicable animal-control rules.
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The Regret Test

Picture an ordinary week after the move—not a visit. The practical regret in choosing

Nevada would be saving on selected bills but giving up dependable earnings or

convenient care. The practical regret in choosing Minnesota would be paying more for

some services or compromising on your preferred home setting when Nevada could have

delivered a workable alternative.

Renting first would limit the cost of discovering that the daily routine is wrong. The

better choice is the sacrifice you can live with repeatedly, not simply the state with the

most appealing isolated advantage.

Conditional preference: Minnesota. Its established strengths align more closely with

your immediate earning needs and approaching retirement. That preference holds if a

suitable home, acceptable offers, and usable care come together there. Nevada could take

the lead if it delivers a complete household work arrangement and a suitable home with

a clearly better recurring financial balance, without sacrificing needed care.

StateMatcher 73/73


