STATEMATCHER

Minnesota vs. Nevada: U.S. State
Compare

This personalized comparison applies the same household priorities to both
states, highlights the tradeoffs that matter most, and identifies what still needs

local verification.
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DECISION DASHBOARD

Minnesota vs. Nevada

THE SHORT VERSION

Minnesota vs. Nevada at a glance
Here is the short version. Each row asks the same household question on both sides,

shows where the edge appears to be, and tells you how much that difference matters. The
rest of the report explains the reasons and tradeoffs.

STATE A

Minnesota

Where things

stand now
Minnesota

STATE B

Nevada

Minnesota better combines shared job options, healthcare depth, and small-town school

Household factor

Work for all three adults
Essential importance

Major impact

Healthcare depth
Very high importance

Major impact

K-12 and preferred setting
Very high importance

Major impact

Retirement tax treatment
High importance

Moderate impact

Household budget outlook
Very high importance
Moderate impact

Climate and hazards
High importance

Moderate impact

StateMatcher

choices for your household.

Minnesota

Four shared metro options; Twin
Cities is the strongest lead

Major specialist systems in the Twin
Cities and Rochester

Several strong town or rural district
leads across all stages

Most retirement income faces state
tax; Social Security relief varies

Strong planning outlook, subject to
income and local-cost checks

Cold winters, humidity, hail, wind,
and tornado exposure

Edge

Minnesota

Minnesota

Minnesota

Nevada

Roughly

even

Unresolved

Nevada

No evaluated metro currently works
for all three adults

Strongest around Las Vegas and Reno;
thinner elsewhere

Douglas is promising; other rural
choices are less consistent

No broad state income tax on
retirement income

Similar costs and a slightly larger
estimated cushion

Dry climate, extreme heat,
earthquake, and wildfire exposure
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WHAT COULD
CHANGE THE
ANSWER

Three things worth
resolving before
treating the lean as
settled

Decision gates

Gate

One job market for all
three adults

Usable healthcare near
home

School and address match

Reliable household budget

quotes?

Current read

Minnesota looks workable;
Nevada may be a blocker

Minnesota looks stronger;
rural Nevada needs special
caution

Promising choices exist,
especially in Minnesota

Needs verification in both
states

What resolves it

Current job offers or strong
employer interest, plus
licensing decisions for each
occupation

Exact-plan network
confirmation and actual
travel times to needed
hospital and specialist care

Confirm the assigned
schools, enrollment rules,
programs, transportation,
and newest results

Classify each income
source and obtain local
housing, insurance, tax,
and recurring-cost figures

1) Can all three adults secure acceptable work and transfer their credentials in the same metro?
2) Which exact address delivers workable schools, commutes, and healthcare access together?

3) How does the budget change after separating gross and after-tax income and obtaining local

Decision consequence

If Nevada cannot support
all three careers,
reconsider Nevada or
change timing

A failed check could rule
out a rural address or force
a different metro

A weak assignment could
change the address or
regional search

A materially smaller
cushion could change the
budget, timing, or
destination

You are trying to find one place that works for three careers, two school-age children, a

small-town or rural lifestyle, and a transition toward retirement. Taken together, those

needs currently point more clearly toward Minnesota. This is not because Minnesota

wins every category. It is because its advantages fall in the areas that are hardest to work

around after a move: a shared labor market, deeper healthcare systems, and more

promising school-and-housing combinations in the kind of setting you prefer.

Nevada makes its strongest case on taxes. The lack of a broad individual income tax is a

real advantage for retirement income, and its current household planning estimate is

slightly more favorable than Minnesota’s. Nevada also offers the dry climate you may

value. The reservation is that these benefits do not yet solve the household’s shared-

location problem. None of the three evaluated Nevada metro areas currently supports all

StateMatcher
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three essential workers, with dentistry limiting the Las Vegas option most. Rural Nevada
also creates a sharper healthcare tradeoff, particularly where quick emergency access or

dependable specialist alternatives matter.

Minnesota’s strongest case is the way its pieces fit together. The Twin Cities provide the
strongest shared employment lead and major medical depth, while several town or rural
school options appear worth investigating. Its biggest reservation is the combination of
long winters, seasonal darkness, storm exposure, and less favorable retirement-income
taxation. Transportation also deserves close attention because living farther from the
Twin Cities to preserve a small-town feel could turn an otherwise good fit into difficult

daily commuting.

The most sensible regional direction to investigate first is the western or southwestern
Twin Cities fringe, where a town or rural home base may preserve access to the metro’s
jobs and healthcare. Delano and the Orono-area corridor are useful starting points, not
proven destinations; the exact address still has to work for school assignment and three
different commutes. Nevada remains worth investigating if its tax treatment and dry
climate carry unusual weight, but its regional choice is less settled: Douglas County
better matches the preferred setting and school picture, while the Las Vegas area offers

the stronger employment and healthcare base. That split is the central Nevada challenge.
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SECTION 2

Financial Tradeoff — What the Extra Cost Buys

I compared both destinations using the same household information and the same
financial assumptions. That keeps the comparison fair and makes it easier to see which

differences are real and which ones still need better numbers.

The table below is an Economic Fit screening view of non-duplicative context. Household
income, Income-to-Cost Ratio, full recurring household costs, and annual
surplus/shortfall appear only in the standalone Financial Outlook so the report does not

tell two competing financial stories.

Measure Minnesota Nevada

Financial lens Blended Income-to-Cost Analysis Blended Income-to-Cost Analysis
What the evidence suggests Looks promising Moderate

How firmly we can say that Moderate Moderate

Economic Fit screening cost basis $122,142 $121,095

Minnesota vs. Nevada: Everyday Cost Comparison

Both destinations use the same five cost areas. Housing & Utilities is a Census dollar
benchmark across rented and owned occupied homes. The other four rows are relative

statewide price-level signals. This is deliberately not a second complete household

budget.

Category Minnesota Nevada reference Minnesota minus Lower-cost side
reference Nevada

Housing & Utilities $1,392 $1,625 -$233/-14% Minnesota
Groceries 1.01x U.S. price level | 0.97x U.S. price level = +4% roughly even
Transportation 1.08x U.S. price level = 0.94x U.S. price level = +15% Nevada
Healthcare 1.00x U.S. price level = 0.99x U.S. price level = +2% roughly even
Dining, 1.00x U.S. price level | 0.98x U.S. price level = +2% roughly even

Entertainment &
Discretionary

Housing reality check:
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Minnesota: Census median monthly housing cost $1,392. Supporting checks: median
gross rent $1,291; median owner cost $1,460; $1,985 with a mortgage; $717 without a

mortgage. Occupied homes are about 71.6% owner-occupied and 28.4% renter-occupied.

Nevada: Census median monthly housing cost $1,625. Supporting checks: median gross
rent $1,709; median owner cost $1,537; $2,008 with a mortgage; $634 without a mortgage.

Occupied homes are about 60.1% owner-occupied and 39.9% renter-occupied.

How to use this comparison:

Use the housing row as a neutral statewide starting point while rent-versus-buy is

unknown.

Replace it with actual local rent or purchase carrying costs before choosing an address.

Use the other rows to see where statewide cost pressure differs; do not turn those indices

into invented monthly category amounts.

Do not add these rows into a monthly total. The Financial Outlook owns household-wide

recurring affordability.

Tax comparison at a glance

The headline tax label is not enough. What matters is how each destination jurisdiction's

rules interact with this household's actual income, retirement benefits, property plans,

investments, and estate-planning concerns.

Tax question

State income tax

Social Security

Retirement income and pensions

StateMatcher

Minnesota

Minnesota has a broad state
individual income tax.

Some social security is excluded from
state income tax, while the
remainder may still be taxable
depending on current rules and
household circumstances.

Minnesota is generally less favorable
for retirement income and pensions
because more of that income
remains exposed to state tax.

Nevada

Nevada does not have a broad state
individual income tax.

Social Security is not taxed by the
state.

Nevada is especially favorable for
retirement income and pensions
because qualifying retirement
income receives broad state income-
tax protection.
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Tax question

Property-tax relief

Gift tax

Estate tax

Inheritance tax

Capital gains

Local income tax

Minnesota

Minnesota has targeted property-tax
relief programs rather than broad
relief for every household.

Minnesota does not impose a
separate state gift tax.

Minnesota imposes a separate state
estate tax.

Minnesota does not impose a
separate state inheritance tax.

Minnesota generally taxes capital
gains under its state income tax
rules.

No general local income tax was
identified for Minnesota in the
provided national comparison
evidence, but the exact locality
should still be checked.

What to verify in Minnesota

Nevada

Nevada has targeted property-tax
relief programs rather than broad
relief for every household.

Nevada does not impose a separate
state gift tax.

Nevada does not impose a separate
state estate tax.

Nevada does not impose a separate
state inheritance tax.

Nevada does not generally impose a
broad state individual income tax on
capital gains.

No general local income tax was
identified for Nevada in the provided
national comparison evidence, but
the exact locality should still be
checked.

The median county effective property-tax rate is 0.94%, which is above the national

middle.

The median county annual bill is about $2,093, which is above the national middle.

The rate and the dollar bill answer different questions: a moderate rate applied to

expensive housing can still produce a high annual bill.

County figures are screening benchmarks, not a parcel quote. Verify the exact assessment,

exemptions, overlapping jurisdictions, bonded debt, parcel taxes, special districts, and

pending reassessment before committing.

Verify current state income-tax rates, brackets, deductions, and filing rules for the

applicable tax year.

Verify treatment of each actual pension, annuity, IRA, employer-plan, Social Security,

investment, rental, and business-income source.

Verify current property-tax relief eligibility, application timing, local rules, and residence

requirements.

StateMatcher
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Explain both the property-tax rate and likely dollar burden. A moderate effective rate can

still produce a high bill when housing values are high.

What to verify in Nevada

The median county effective property-tax rate is 0.52%, which is below the national
middle.

The median county annual bill is about $1,372, which is below the national middle.

The rate and the dollar bill answer different questions: a moderate rate applied to

expensive housing can still produce a high annual bill.

County figures are screening benchmarks, not a parcel quote. Verify the exact assessment,
exemptions, overlapping jurisdictions, bonded debt, parcel taxes, special districts, and

pending reassessment before committing.

Verify current state income-tax rates, brackets, deductions, and filing rules for the

applicable tax year.

Verify treatment of each actual pension, annuity, IRA, employer-plan, Social Security,

investment, rental, and business-income source.

Verify current property-tax relief eligibility, application timing, local rules, and residence

requirements.

Explain both the property-tax rate and likely dollar burden. A moderate effective rate can

still produce a high bill when housing values are high.

Why Minnesota may work better financially: The result combines portable income with
realistic destination-dependent earnings, then measures both coverage efficiency and

the likely remaining annual cushion.

What gives me pause about Minnesota: Transportation burden is the weakest part of the

financial picture and deserves the most verification attention.

What gives me pause about Nevada: Housing cost pressure is the weakest part of the

financial picture and deserves the most verification attention.

Minnesota cost picture: The five-area table provides a neutral statewide Census housing
benchmark plus relative cost signals, but we do not yet have a complete address-specific

household budget. Local housing, insurance, taxes, utilities, healthcare, transportation,
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and household-specific costs could change the final monthly total.

The numbers point in a direction, but I would not choose between the states until the
biggest open items are checked—especially income, taxes, housing, insurance,

healthcare, transportation, and any necessary work costs.
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SECTION 3

Location Advantage — Head-to-Head

FINANCIAL OUTLOOK — HEAD TO HEAD

The household finances, on the same scale

Both states use the same household assumptions and the same visual scales. That makes
the size of the difference easier to see without turning a financial edge into the overall
relocation verdict.

After-tax household income

Minnesota ¢ [ )

Nevada C [ ) D

Recurring household costs

Minnesota

coD
Nevada @

Annual breathing room

The center line is break-even. Left is a shortfall; right is money left after recurring
household costs.

$148,906 to $255,488

$164,893 to $250,119

$112,371 to $134,357

$111,406 to $133,204

Minnesota v € @ D) $14,549 to $143,117
Even the cautious end stays above recurring household costs.
Nevada : ¢ [ ) $31,689 to $138,713
Even the cautious end stays above recurring household costs.
Minnesota Nevada
1.11 to 2.27 Vs. 1.24 to 2.25
Above 1.00 means income exceeds recurring costs. Above 1.00 means income exceeds recurring costs.

What the difference means

Nevada has about $4,800 more midpoint annual breathing room under the same
household assumptions.

This is the financial edge only. Healthcare, safety, legal, family, disability, and other hard constraints can outweigh it.

StateMatcher
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Location Advantage: Financial Outlook — Head-to-Head

Location Advantage is the opportunity to improve your standard of living while reducing

the cost burden required to support it.

Cost of living tells you what a place costs. Location Advantage asks what kind of life those

costs buy you—and how much financial room your household has left.

Here the same household-income rules and the same Location Advantage calculation are

applied to both destinations, so the comparison is like-for-like.

Location Advantage is financial evidence, not the overall relocation verdict. A financial
advantage cannot override healthcare, legal, safety, family, work, climate,

environmental, or other household must-haves.

Planning measure Minnesota Nevada

Household income entered (mixed or = $198,860-$301,710 $204,480-%$282,940
uncertain tax basis)

Estimated amount available after tax ~ $148,906-$255,488 $164,893-$250,119
Full recurring household costs $112,371-$134,357 $111,406-$133,204
Income-to-Cost Ratio 1.11-2.27 1.24-2.25

Potential annual surplus / shortfall $14,549-$143,117 $31,689-%$138,713

How to read the ranges: the questionnaire identifies the income basis as mixed or
uncertain. StateMatcher brackets the amount available after tax instead of pretending
every entered dollar is gross or every entered dollar is already net. A source-by-source

tax-basis review would narrow this range.

Current financial edge: Nevada has the larger midpoint annual cushion under the same
household assumptions. That is financial evidence only; it does not override healthcare,

safety, legal, family, disability, or other hard constraints.

StateMatcher
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SECTION 4

Employment & Earnings — Head-to-Head

EMPLOYMENT — HEAD TO HEAD

Can the household actually work in either state?

This compares the same workers across each state's strongest supported labor-market

lead. Missing evidence stays unresolved rather than being treated as a loss.

Minnesota Overall Nevada
Minneapolis-St. Paul-Bloomington, MN-WI employment Las Vegas-Henderson-North Las Vegas, NV
icture
Shared market . P Shared market
Clears shared-market test Minnesotaedge  pges not yet clear
Employment rating Minnesota's Employment rating
3.0/5 strongest 2.5/5
Geographic flexibility St mii Geographic flexibility
clears the shared-
4 of 9 evaluated metros ; 0 of 3 evaluated metros
market test while
Nevada's does
not.
Minnesota Worker-level edge Nevada
Worker 1 Customer
plumber plumber
Evidence Strong evidence Minnesota edge Evidence Useful planning evidence
Planning $65,290-$114,980 Nesera e [The Planning $47,380-$87,620
pay stronger pay
Income  Clears stated minimum supported local Income  Range crosses minimum
test labor-market test
Local Broad local market depth for‘ this Local Broad local market
market OEELZELE I, market
Licensing Lower credential friction Licensing Lower credential friction
Worker 2 Spouse or partner
Lawyer Lawyer
Evidence Strong evidence Roughly even Evidence Strong evidence
Planning $116,860-$219,710 Neither state has a Planning $122,480-$200,940
pay strong enough pay
.. worker-level -
Income Range crosses minimum Income Clears stated minimum
I advantage to call s
es from the current ' ©°
Local Broad local market supported Local Broad local market
market evidence. market
Licensing Credential steps to confirm Licensing Credential steps to confirm

StateMatcher
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Worker 3 Adult child

dentist

Evidence Needs verification
Planning $203,750-$220,670

pay

Income Clears stated minimum
test

Local Balanced local market
market

Licensing Credential steps to confirm

dentist
. Evi
Minnesota edge vidence
Minnesota Planning
currently clears Pay
the worker Income
viability test test
while the other Local
state does not.
market

Needs verification
$128,870-$195,110

Clears stated minimum

Balanced local market

Licensing Credential steps to confirm

A stronger labor market is still not a job offer. Real openings, compensation, benefits,
licensing, commute, and start timing must be checked before the household depends

on local earnings.

Professional-licensing friction — comparison lead

Worker / occupation

Customer: plumber

Spouse or partner: Lawyer

Adult child: dentist

Minnesota

Licensing lead found — Minnesota
Department of Health / Division of
Health Policy and Systems
Compliance

Licensing lead found — Minnesota
Judicial Branch

Licensing lead found — Minnesota
Board of Dentistry

Nevada

Licensing lead found — State
Contractors' Board

Licensing lead found — State Bar of
Nevada

Licensing lead found — Board of
Dental Examiners

This is a licensing-discovery comparison, not a conclusion that one state's transfer

process is easier. A real licensing edge should be claimed only when current state-

specific reciprocity, endorsement, examination, credential-review, fee, timing, or

provisional-practice evidence supports it. Missing evidence is unresolved, not favorable.

Employment & Earnings — Head-to-Head

Minnesota has the stronger shared employment path for your three-worker

household. Minneapolis-St. Paul supports all three occupations in the same regional

labor market, while the Nevada results do not identify any evaluated metro that does.

That difference matters more than a modest wage advantage in one occupation because

your move needs to work for a plumber, a lawyer, and a dentist at the same time.

StateMatcher
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Plumber: Minnesota has the edge

The plumber market is stronger and better paid in Minneapolis-St. Paul than in Las
Vegas. Minneapolis-St. Paul has about 6,730 plumbers, compared with 3,800 in Las
Vegas. The occupation accounts for 3.45 of every 1,000 local jobs in Minneapolis-St.
Paul and 3.34 per 1,000 in Las Vegas. Those figures do not promise current openings, but

they show that plumbing is a substantial part of both local economies.

The concentration measure points in the same direction. A value of 1.00 is roughly the
national-average concentration for an occupation; Minneapolis-St. Paul is at 1.15, while
Las Vegas is at 1.11. Both are above average, so this is not a case where Nevada lacks a
plumbing market. Minnesota’s advantage is meaningful primarily because it combines a

larger market with stronger wages.

The Minneapolis-St. Paul wage range is $65,290 to $114,980, which clears the plumber’s
stated minimum of $55,000 throughout the range. Las Vegas ranges from $47,380 to
$87,620, so it straddles that minimum: some wages in the local distribution fall below
the target, while others clear it. These are market wage ranges, not guaranteed offers, but
Minnesota gives you more protection against landing at the lower end. Licensing friction
is described as low in both states, so credential requirements do not create a clear

winner here, although current state requirements still need to be checked.

Lawyer: Minnesota offers more depth; Nevada offers a cleaner minimum-
income result

For the lawyer, the two states have different strengths. Minneapolis-St. Paul has the
deeper market, with about 10,160 lawyers, versus 5,480 in Las Vegas. Lawyers represent
5.21 of every 1,000 local jobs in Minneapolis-St. Paul and 4.82 per 1,000 in Las Vegas.
Minneapolis-St. Paul’s concentration is slightly above the national average at 1.07, while
Las Vegas is almost exactly average at 0.99. In practical terms, Minnesota appears to offer

more employer variety and more room to change jobs without leaving the region.

Nevada does better against the lawyer’s $120,000 minimum-income requirement. The
Las Vegas wage range of $122,480 to $200,940 clears that threshold throughout.
Minneapolis-St. Paul ranges from $116,860 to $219,710, so it straddles the target even
though its midpoint of $159,620 is higher than Las Vegas’s $150,510. Put another way,
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Minnesota offers the broader market and higher middle wage, but Nevada provides
slightly more assurance that a typical wage within the the planning range will stay above

the household’s minimum.

On balance, I would still lean toward Minnesota for the lawyer because market depth and
employer choice are stronger, but that lead depends on the lawyer’s specialty. The figures
cover the broader lawyer occupation rather than the exact practice area. Licensing
friction is moderate in both states, and admission or registration requirements could

materially affect how quickly either market becomes usable.

Dentist: Minnesota has the clearer and more important advantage

The dentist comparison is the main reason Minnesota wins the household employment
decision. Minneapolis-St. Paul has about 1,760 dentists, compared with 780 in Las
Vegas. Dentists account for 0.90 of every 1,000 jobs in Minneapolis-St. Paul and 0.68 per
1,000 in Las Vegas. Minnesota’s concentration of 1.13 is above the national average, while
Nevada’s 0.85 is below it. This suggests a more established local dentist market in

Minnesota and less dependence on a narrow set of opportunities.

Both wage ranges comfortably clear the dentist’s $60,000 minimum: $203,750 to
$220,670 in Minneapolis-St. Paul, compared with $128,870 to $195,110 in Las Vegas.
Minnesota therefore leads on both market depth and reported pay. The employment
estimates for dentists have relatively high sampling uncertainty, so the precise gap
should be treated cautiously. Even so, the measures point consistently toward Minnesota.
Licensing friction is moderate in both states and must be resolved separately from

demand and pay.

What this means for your household

Minnesota’s overall employment rating is 3.0 out of 5, compared with 2.5 out of 5 for
Nevada. More importantly, four of the nine evaluated Minnesota metro markets
support all three workers, while none of the three evaluated Nevada metros does. In
everyday terms, Minnesota gives your household several places where all three careers

can plausibly function together; Nevada has not yet shown one.
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The dentist is the career that most limits your shared geographic flexibility in both
states. That does not mean the dentist is unemployable in Nevada. It means Las Vegas
does not currently provide a strong enough combination of market size, occupational
concentration, and shared household fit to rely on before moving. In Minnesota, the
dentist remains the least flexible of the three occupations, but Minneapolis-St. Paul still
supports the full household, with Rochester, La Crosse-Onalaska, and Mankato also

appearing as viable shared-market alternatives.

There is one practical tension to keep in view: your preference is to live in a small town
or rural area, while the strongest shared job market is the Minneapolis-St. Paul region.
That does not require living in the urban core, but the actual home-to-work routes matter
—especially for the lawyer’s preferred 30-minute one-way commute. No reliable route
times are provided here, so residential fit cannot be assumed from metro-level

employment numbers alone.

Finally, these wages do not settle which state leaves more money after local expenses.
The provided shared-market figures do not provide a complete, comparable cost-
coverage calculation for these metros. Nevada’s preliminary budget appeal elsewhere in
the comparison should therefore remain separate from this employment verdict. On the
question addressed here—whether all three workers have a credible market and earnings
path in one region—Minnesota is the stronger choice, and the dentist market is the fact

most likely to preserve or overturn that lead.
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SECTION 5

Schools & District Fit — Head-to-Head

School District Leads to Investigate

State District / school Setting High-school signal  Fit with your Why investigate /
lead setting caution
Minnesota Delano Public Town — fringe Well above Matches Strong results
School District average; fairly preference across the full
steady grade span.

Elementary results
have recently
slipped somewhat,
so check the
newest figures.
This is a statewide
lead, not a district
matched to a
confirmed work

region.
Minnesota Esko Public School | Town — fringe Well above Matches One of the
District average; fairly preference cleanest grade-2-
steady through-12
patterns:

elementary and
high school are
strong and steady,
while middle
school is
improving. Its
usefulness still
depends on
housing
availability and
workable job

commutes.
Minnesota Orono Public Rural — fringe Well above Matches Strong and steady
School District average; fairly preference across
steady elementary,

middle, and high
school. The district
is mostly rural but
partly suburban,
so the actual
neighborhood
may not feel
uniformly rural.
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State

Minnesota

Nevada

Nevada

Nevada

StateMatcher

District / school
lead

Byron Public
School District

Douglas

Lincoln

Storey

Setting

Town — fringe

Town — distant

Rural — remote

Rural — distant

High-school signal

Well above
average; fairly
steady

Well above
average; fairly
steady

Above average;
improving

Around average;
fairly steady

Fit with your
setting

Matches
preference

Matches
preference

Matches
preference

Matches
preference

Why investigate /
caution

Elementary and
middle results are
improving, while
high school
remains strong
and steady. It
deserves attention
if its location
works for both
workers rather
than forcing a
difficult commute.

Nevada's
strongest all-
around small-town
lead here, with
especially strong
elementary and
high-school
results. Middle-
school
performance is
above average
rather than at the
same standout
level.

Results are
improving at all
three relevant
stages, making
this Nevada’s
clearest upward-
moving rural
option. The
remote setting
could sharply
narrow practical
choices for work,
healthcare, and
housing.

The rural setting
fits, and earlier
elementary and
middle results
were stronger.
Both stages have
recently slipped,
however, while
high school has
remained around
the state
benchmark.
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State District / school Setting High-school signal  Fit with your Why investigate /

lead setting caution
Nevada Davidson Urban — large city = Above average; Different setting A school-first
Academy fairly steady alternative with

strong middle-
and high-school
signals. It does not
match your small-
town or rural
preference, and
there is not
enough
elementary history
to supportitas a
complete grade-2-
through-12
solution without
further checking.

The practical school edge goes to Minnesota. The difference is meaningful because
Minnesota offers several small-town or rural-fringe choices with strong results across
elementary, middle, and high school—the entire span your household needs to plan
around. Nevada has a credible leader in Douglas and an improving rural option in
Lincoln, but the remaining Nevada choices involve more uneven performance, thinner

history, or a more remote location.

Your likely planning window begins around grade 2 for the younger child and runs
through grade 12. That same window covers the older child, who will probably enter
somewhere around grades 8 through 10. The exact starting grades can shift with move
timing, enrollment cutoffs, and prior placement, but the central question does not
change: you need a district strategy that works now for an older student and remains

dependable for the younger child over roughly a decade.

For performance across that full horizon, Minnesota has the stronger bench. Esko,
Orono, and Byron show well-above-average results across all three stages, with steady or
improving patterns. Delano is also strong overall, although its recent elementary
direction deserves a fresh look. Nevada’s Douglas comes closest to that complete pattern.
Lincoln is promising because it is improving, but its current middle-school signal is
closer to the Nevada average. Storey is a more uncertain long-term choice because its

elementary and middle results have been slipping.
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For matching your preferred small-town or rural setting, both states provide real
choices, but the tradeoffs differ. Minnesota’s strongest leads include town-fringe and
rural-fringe districts. Nevada’s comparable choices are more often classified as distant or
remote. Those labels describe the overall mix of schools in each district, not every home
or neighborhood. Still, they matter because a district that looks appealing academically
can become impractical if reaching work, healthcare, or everyday services requires too

much driving.

This is especially important while both adults are still working. None of these district
leads has been matched to a confirmed employment location, and the available
information does not establish actual commute times or housing availability. Minnesota’s
fringe-setting choices may give you more ways to combine a quieter home setting with
access to a larger job area, but that remains a location-specific question rather than a
proven statewide advantage. In Nevada, Douglas deserves the first look if you want the
strongest school pattern without giving up the small-town preference. Lincoln may
appeal if rural life is the higher priority, but its remote setting makes the work-and-

school geography a much bigger part of the decision.

What this means for you: Minnesota gives you more promising ways to pursue strong
schools without immediately abandoning your preferred residential setting. Nevada
remains viable, particularly through Douglas, but the shortlist becomes narrower and
geography matters more. The fact most likely to change this conclusion is whether one of
Nevada’s stronger districts fits both workers’ real job locations substantially better than

Minnesota’s leading districts do.

Before signing a lease or purchase contract, check the exact property address with the
district’s current boundary map or enrollment office. A district lead does not establish
which high school serves a particular home. The address check should settle the

assigned schools, current attendance boundary, transportation, enrollment eligibility,
available programs, and whether the latest school-level results still match the district’s

longer-term pattern.

StateMatcher 21/72



SECTION 6

Social Security, Medicare & Federal Benefits Timeline

Federal milestones are the same in either destination

Whether you choose Minnesota or Nevada, these federal age milestones stay the same.
The destination jurisdiction can change taxes, coverage economics, provider access, and
practical healthcare consequences, but they do not change the household's Social

Security or Medicare milestone dates.

These age-based federal benefit milestones are calculated from the dates of birth in your
questionnaire. For younger households they are long-range planning markers; for
households closer to age 62 or 65 they may affect near-term relocation, healthcare, and
cash-flow planning. They do not establish actual entitlement, benefit amounts,

enrollment status, or the best claiming strategy.

Federal benefits timeline at a glance

These are age milestones, not proof of eligibility or a recommendation about when to
claim benefits.

You, age 55: 62 Social Security K 65 Medicare K 67 full retirement age X 70 delayed-

claiming ceiling

Household timing: Your Medicare age-65 milestones are 5 years, 3 months, and 21 days
apart, so the household may need to plan two separate healthcare transitions rather than

assume Medicare begins for both adults at the same time.

Ages 62 and 65

You

Age 62 — Social Security: earliest retirement claiming age You are 6 years and 26 days
away from age 62. Social Security retirement benefits can generally begin at this age if
you meet the work-credit requirement—40 Social Security work credits for retirement,

usually earned over at least about 10 years of work covered by Social Security because no
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more than four credits can be earned per year. You may want to confirm your Social

Security earnings record; the credits establish eligibility, not the benefit amount. Age 65
— Medicare You are 9 years and 26 days away from age 65. Medicare eligibility generally
begins at this age. The Initial Enrollment Period generally lasts seven months, beginning

three months before the month you turn 65 and ending three months after it.

Your partner

Age 62 — Social Security: earliest retirement claiming age Your partner is 9 months and
5 days away from age 62. Social Security retirement benefits can generally begin at this
age if they meet the work-credit requirement—40 Social Security work credits for
retirement, usually earned over at least about 10 years of work covered by Social Security
because no more than four credits can be earned per year. They may want to confirm
their Social Security earnings record; the credits establish eligibility, not the benefit
amount. Age 65 — Medicare Your partner is 3 years, 9 months, and 5 days away from age
65. Medicare eligibility generally begins at this age. The Initial Enrollment Period
generally lasts seven months, beginning three months before the month they turn 65 and

ending three months after it.

Full retirement age and age 70

You

Age 67 — Social Security: full retirement age You are 11 years and 26 days away from age
67. This is your Social Security full retirement age under the general birth-year rules.
Starting retirement benefits before full retirement age generally reduces the monthly
amount; delaying after full retirement age can increase it until age 70. Age 70 — Social
Security: delayed-claiming ceiling You are 14 years and 26 days away from age 70. Social
Security retirement benefits generally stop increasing because of delayed claiming after

this age.
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Your partner

Age 67 — Social Security: full retirement age Your partner is 5 years, 9 months, and 5
days away from age 67. This is their Social Security full retirement age under the general
birth-year rules. Starting retirement benefits before full retirement age generally reduces
the monthly amount; delaying after full retirement age can increase it until age 70. Age
70 — Social Security: delayed-claiming ceiling Your partner is 8 years, 9 months, and 5
days away from age 70. Social Security retirement benefits generally stop increasing

because of delayed claiming after this age.

Household timing: Your Medicare age-65 milestones are 5 years, 3 months, and 21
days apart, so the household may need to plan two separate healthcare transitions

rather than assume Medicare begins for both adults at the same time.

Check each adult’s Social Security earnings record and benefit estimates, then review
claiming and Medicare timing with Social Security, Medicare, a benefits counselor, or
financial professional. Health, work, longevity, taxes, household coordination, existing

coverage, and cash-flow needs can change the best timing decision.

Destination-specific implications—such as taxation of Social Security or retirement
income, pre-Medicare insurance costs, Medicare-plan availability, and provider
geography—are compared elsewhere in this report rather than presented as if the federal

dates themselves favored one state.
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SECTION 7

Safety, Legal Protection & Everyday Risk

SAFETY — HEAD TO HEAD

Two kinds of safety, compared directly
Ordinary crime conditions and personal or legal protection answer different questions.
This keeps them separate, then shows the local variation and household-specific issues

that could change the practical result.

Safety Watch covers Use its quick score for digestibility, then keep legal protection, healthcare-policy stability,
relationship visibility, identity-related risk, and other household-specific concerns separate.
School safety appears as its own row only when school needs are relevant.

ordinary crime

only.

Safety question

PHYSICAL /
PUBLIC SAFETY

Ordinary public-
safety picture

PERSONAL /
LEGAL SAFETY

Personal and
legal safety

HOUSEHOLD-
SPECIFIC SAFETY

Healthcare-
policy stability

HOUSEHOLD-
SPECIFIC SAFETY
School safety

LOCAL
VARIATION

Regional and
neighborhood
variation

WHAT IS STILL
UNRESOLVED

Biggest
unresolved
safety question

Minnesota

Clear statewide edge: violent crime, property
crime, and homicide were all below U.S. rates
in 2025.

No household-specific legal issue in the

available information establishes a clear edge.

Like Nevada, has a state-based insurance

Marketplace and expanded Medicaid; stronger

medical-system depth adds practical
protection.

Must be checked at the assigned school;
statewide crime rates do not establish school
climate or campus safety.

Very wide range: Northfield and Rochester
look favorable, while Minneapolis requires
substantially more local caution.

Whether the exact home, commute, and
assigned schools avoid the weaker pockets
within otherwise promising Minnesota
regions.

VS.

VS.

VS.

VS.

VS.

VS.

Nevada

Weaker statewide picture: all three measures
were above U.S. rates in 2025, though some
local communities perform much better.

No household-specific legal issue in the
available information establishes a clear edge.

Similar broad insurance framework, but
thinner provider supply and sparse rural
access create more day-to-day risk.

Must be checked at the assigned school; the
statewide disadvantage makes local screening
especially important.

Very wide range: Boulder City looks favorable,
Henderson is mixed, and Reno needs a closer
look.

Whether a locally safer community can also
meet the household’s employment, school, and
healthcare-access requirements.

Safety Watch may provide a quick score for ordinary public-safety evidence, but it does
not score personal or legal safety. Statewide law, local enforcement, neighborhood
conditions, institutional practice, visibility, and the household's own circumstances
remain separate questions.
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Safety Watch

Minnesota — Safety Watch: 3.6 out of 5 stars — Favorable

How to read it: Higher is more favorable. Safety Watch is a screening score built from
violent crime, property crime, and homicide compared with the FBI national baseline,
with violent crime carrying the most weight. It is not a probability that you will be a

crime victim and it is not a neighborhood rating.
Violent crime: 223.5 per 100,000 vs. 327.6 nationally — 31.8% lower than the U.S. rate.

Property crime: 1411.5 per 100,000 vs. 1534.8 nationally — 8.0% lower than the U.S. rate.

Homicide: 2.2 per 100,000 vs. 4.1 nationally — 46.3% lower than the U.S. rate.

FBI 2025 full-year Crime in the United States comparison. Statewide rates are a starting point,

not a neighborhood-level conclusion.
Nevada — Safety Watch: 2.6 out of 5 stars — Mixed

Violent crime: 379.2 per 100,000 vs. 327.6 nationally — 15.8% higher than the U.S. rate.
Property crime: 1996.0 per 100,000 vs. 1534.8 nationally — 30.0% higher than the U.S. rate.

Homicide: 4.8 per 100,000 vs. 4.1 nationally — 17.1% higher than the U.S. rate.

You are not simply looking for the state with the better crime statistic. You need a place
where your family can feel secure at home, at school, on the way to work, and when
someone needs medical help. On that broader question, Minnesota has the stronger

starting position, but the size of its advantage depends heavily on where you live.

For ordinary public safety, the statewide comparison is unusually clear. According to the
FBI's 2025 state figures, Minnesota recorded 223.5 violent crimes per 100,000 residents,
compared with 379.2 in Nevada and 327.6 nationally. Put simply, Minnesota was about
32% below the national violent-crime rate, while Nevada was about 16% above it. That is
a meaningful difference for a household choosing among unfamiliar communities,

because it gives Minnesota more breathing room before the local search even begins.

Minnesota also leads on property crime and homicide. Its property-crime rate was
1,411.5 per 100,000, 8% below the national rate of 1,534.8. Nevada’s rate was 1,996.0, or

30% above the national benchmark. Minnesota’s homicide rate was 2.2 per 100,000,
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compared with 4.8 in Nevada and 4.1 nationally. These measures should remain
separate—property theft is not the same risk as violence—but all three point in the same

direction here.

The statewide Safety Watch summaries reach the same conclusion. Minnesota is 3.6 out
of 5 stars — Favorable, while Nevada is 2.6 out of 5 stars — Mixed. That is a useful

statewide screen, not a verdict on a particular street, suburb, town, or school.

What this means for you: Minnesota offers the safer statewide backdrop. The advantage
is large enough to matter, especially because you have school-age children and several
household members whose work locations will shape the residential search. Nevada
should not be ruled out on safety alone, but it asks more of the local selection process:
you would need to identify a community that performs better than the state as a whole

without losing access to jobs, schools, and medical care.

Local evidence shows why neither state should be reduced to its statewide average.
Among the smaller communities with comparable 2025 FBI city reporting, Boulder City
and Northfield both look strong. Boulder City reported 152.7 violent crimes and 776.8
property crimes per 100,000 residents; Northfield reported 172.6 and 909.4, respectively.
Both reported a homicide rate of zero for that year. Boulder City has the numerical edge
in this particular comparison, but the practical difference is modest compared with the
much larger gap between either town and the weaker urban examples. Northfield is also
a college town, so students and other nonresident users of the city can make resident-
based property-crime rates harder to interpret. That is context, not a reason to erase or

adjust the reported rate.

Rochester and Henderson provide another useful comparison. Rochester’s 2025 city rate
was 183.7 for violent crime and 1,428.2 for property crime per 100,000 residents.
Henderson reported 226.3 and 1,494.8. Rochester therefore has a modest violent-crime
edge, while the property-crime figures are fairly close. Rochester’s broader metro looked
even better than the city itself, but metro and city boundaries describe different

populations and should not be treated as interchangeable.

The weak spots also matter. Minneapolis had the most concerning supported Minnesota
city picture, at 1,001 violent crimes and 4,484.9 property crimes per 100,000 in 2025.

Reno was Nevada’s weakest supported city among the listed rate-based candidates, at
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548.1 violent crimes and 2,310 property crimes per 100,000. This does not prove that
every Minneapolis neighborhood is less safe than every Reno neighborhood. It does
show that choosing a major employment center and choosing a home address are
separate decisions—an especially important distinction because your preference is for a

small-town or rural setting rather than a downtown address.

Personal and legal safety is less decisive. No selected firearm, relationship, workplace, or
other state-law concern was provided that would support declaring one state better for
your household. The same is true for LGBTQ+ legal and social safety: the available
information does not identify it as a household-specific comparison point, so it should

not be inferred from politics, crime rates, or a city’s reputation.

Healthcare-related safety does create a practical Minnesota advantage, even though the
two states share a similar broad coverage structure. Both operate state-based insurance
Marketplaces and have expanded Medicaid. Minnesota, however, has deeper major
medical systems in the Twin Cities and Rochester. Nevada has established regional care
in Las Vegas and Reno, but provider supply is thinner and rural or remote locations can
leave fewer backup options. This matters because a quieter Nevada community may look
attractive on crime while still creating a longer or more fragile route to appropriate
emergency or specialist care. A statewide average drive time cannot settle that question

for a particular property.

School safety also remains address-specific. The Schools & District Fit comparison
establishes Minnesota’s academic advantage, but academic results do not prove a safe
campus climate. Before committing to either state, compare the assigned schools’
current incident reporting, emergency procedures, transportation arrangements, anti-
bullying practices, and parent communication. The exact address matters because

attendance boundaries can place nearby homes in different schools.

The practical verdict is straightforward: Minnesota wins the statewide public-safety
comparison and provides the stronger overall safety foundation for this household.
Nevada still has credible local alternatives—Boulder City is the clearest example—but its
best safety choice must also clear harder employment and healthcare tests. The fact most
likely to change the decision is not another statewide ranking. It is whether the exact
home area gives you a workable combination of low local crime, acceptable commutes,

the intended schools, and reliable emergency access.

StateMatcher 28/72



SECTION 8

Healthcare & Treatment Access

HEALTHCARE — HEAD TO HEAD

Healthcare continuity, side by side

This separates broad healthcare capacity from the household's actual care-chain
questions. A strong hospital market is useful, but it is not proof that the needed provider,
insurance network, medication, laboratory, or treatment pathway is available.

Minnesota Current Nevada
healthcare read

Minnesota leads
on Health Watch

Minnesota has
the stronger
statewide
Conditional healthcare Caution
foundation (2.6
out of 5 stars vs.
2.2 out of 5 stars).
Specific care
pathways can
still favor the
Moderate evidence cilier Sta}te e Moderate evidence
provider-,
network-,
medication-, or
treatment-level
evidence
supports that
nuance.

Selected care checks that deserve their own verification

Major medical-center access

Continuity Minnesota Nevada

question

Specialist depth Major Moderate

Major-system Major Moderate

depth

Strongest Minneapolis-Saint Paul — Major depth Las Vegas — Strong depth
supported

medical hub

StateMatcher

29/72



Coverage
environment

Medicaid
context

Geographic
variation

Biggest
unresolved care-
chain risk

What still has to

Minnesota operates a state-based Marketplace
and has adopted ACA Medicaid expansion,
creating a broader public-coverage path for
qualifying low-income adults. This broad
coverage structure does not determine
premiums, deductibles, formularies, prior
authorization, network participation, specialist

capacity, or coverage for a particular treatment.

Expansion state

High

2 care-chain checks still unresolved

work in real life

Nevada operates a state-based Marketplace and
has adopted ACA Medicaid expansion, creating a
broader public-coverage path for qualifying low-
income adults. This broad coverage structure
does not determine premiums, deductibles,
formularies, prior authorization, network
participation, specialist capacity, or coverage for
a particular treatment.

Expansion state

Very High

1 hard constraint; verify before relying on this
destination

Before relying on either state, verify the exact plan or payer, named clinicians and
facilities, medication and pharmacy continuity, required laboratories or procedures,
referral rules, travel burden, and realistic backup arrangements for every care need the
household actually selected.

Health Watch:

side by side

Minnesota: 2.6 out of 5 stars — Mixed :- Nevada: 2.2 out of 5 stars — Unfavorable

Health Watch is the overall statewide healthcare rating. These composite scores are the

headline; the same four measures below show why the states score differently. Each state

column also says whether that result is favorable, roughly average, or weak so you do not

have to guess whether higher or lower is better for that measure.

What drives the Health Watch scores

What we looked at

Hospital quality

Hospital access

Doctor availability

StateMatcher

Minnesota

Good. 3.6 out of 5 stars
stars

Weak. About 17 minutes
on average

About average. 292
physicians per 100,000

Nevada

About average. 3.1 out of 5

Very good. About 9
minutes on average

Weak. 183 physicians per
100,000

What stands out

Minnesota has stronger
hospital quality.

Nevada has general-
hospital access about 7.9
minutes faster on average
than Minnesota.

Minnesota has stronger

doctor availability than
Nevada.
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What we looked at

Hospital capacity

Minnesota

Good. 2.50 acute-care beds

per 1,000 residents

Nevada

Somewhat weak. 1.97
acute-care beds per 1,000
residents

What stands out

Minnesota has more
hospital capacity than
Nevada.

The important part: A better overall Health Watch rating does not automatically make a

state the better healthcare choice for you. The discussion below weighs these statewide

differences against the care you actually told us you need.

Healthcare & Treatment Access

You are not simply comparing two statewide healthcare systems. You need a place where

ongoing heart-disease care, cardiology, emergency backup, and future in-home support

can form a dependable chain. Minnesota is the stronger choice for that full chain, even

though Nevada has a clear statewide advantage in average hospital drive time and lower

in-home caregiver prices.

The practical care chain

Household care question

Cardiology and
advanced-care depth

Provider-hub access

Insurance and Medicaid
structure

StateMatcher

Minnesota

Major specialist and
academic-care depth, with
strong systems in
Minneapolis-Saint Paul
and Rochester

Two major hubs provide
meaningful choice,
although a rural home
could still be far from
either

State-run insurance
Marketplace and Medicaid
expansion

Nevada

Moderate statewide
specialist depth; Las Vegas
is the strongest identified
hub, but no top-tier major
hub was identified in this
review

Las Vegas is the strongest
identified base; Reno also
has established regional
systems, but depth falls off
outside the main metros

State-run insurance
Marketplace and Medicaid
expansion

Practical judgment

Minnesota has the edge.
It offers more realistic
backup routes if a
cardiology case becomes
complex or requires
another opinion.

Minnesota is stronger
overall. Nevada becomes
more plausible if you live
within a practical route of
Las Vegas or another
confirmed cardiology
system.

Roughly even
structurally. Neither
state’s coverage framework
proves that your
cardiologist, hospital, tests,
or treatment will be
available through your
actual employer plan.
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Household care question

Emergency backup

Aging in place and home
health

In-home care quality and
price

Largest unresolved risk

Minnesota

More emergency-service
hospitals relative to
population than the
national rate, but the
statewide hospital drive
estimate is slower than
average

About 114 home-health
and personal-care workers
per 1,000 adults age 65
and older, versus a
national median of 43

Quality indicators sit
around the national
middle; median non-
medical caregiver price is
about $44 an hour

Whether an affordable
employer plan includes the
chosen cardiologist and
major system, and whether
a small-town home has a
dependable emergency
route

Nevada

Faster statewide hospital
drive estimate, but fewer
emergency-service
hospitals relative to
population and serious
rural access concerns

About 28 workers per
1,000 older adults, versus
43 nationally

Quality indicators also sit
around the national
middle; median price is
about $37 an hour

Whether a cardiologist
accepting new patients can
be found in network
without excessive travel,
with adequate local
emergency and advanced-
care backup

Practical judgment

Different strengths.
Nevada wins the broad
drive-time measure;
Minnesota offers the
stronger overall medical-
system backup.

Minnesota has a major
availability advantage.
Nevada’'s workforce
measure is less than one-
quarter of Minnesota'’s,
which could mean fewer
agencies or workers to
choose from.

Nevada is less expensive;
quality is roughly even.
Both exceed the $35
national median, and these
are market prices rather
than your personal out-of-
pocket cost.

Nevada carries the larger
continuity risk.

Minnesota’s advantage in cardiology is not proof that a particular cardiologist is taking

new patients. Nor does the presence of Rochester or Minneapolis-Saint Paul guarantee

that every employer plan includes the preferred system. Still, two nationally significant

medical hubs give you more room to build a primary route and a backup route. Nevada

can support many routine and specialist needs, particularly in its main metros, but its

much lower physician availability raises the chance of longer waits, fewer doctors

accepting new patients, or more travel when the first choice does not work out.

The information provided identifies heart disease and cardiology as continuing needs,

but it does not name a current cardiologist, recurring medication, device or supply

requirement, testing schedule, planned procedure, or treatment cadence. That means

continuity cannot yet be established down to the appointment level. Before choosing a

home, compare the exact employer plan’s cardiology directory with the hospital’s own
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participation records, then contact the cardiology practice directly about new-patient
availability. The settled care chain should cover the cardiologist, hospital, laboratories,
imaging or cardiac testing, referrals, any relevant prior authorization, pharmacy access
if prescriptions are part of the existing plan, and a backup service if the primary

clinician is unavailable.

Your aging-in-place preference strengthens Minnesota’s case. Its home-health workforce
is far above the national median, while Nevada’s is well below it. In practical terms,
Minnesota is more likely to offer breathing room when you need to compare agencies,
replace a worker, or arrange recurring help. Nevada’s $7-per-hour lower median
caregiver price is attractive, but a lower posted market price is less useful if workforce
shortages make service hard to schedule. Actual availability, payer participation,

minimum visit requirements, and skilled-nursing needs still vary by local provider.

Because K-12 remains part of your move, local pediatric access also deserves attention
when comparing final communities. Minnesota has some dedicated children’s-hospital
infrastructure, while none was identified for Nevada in the statewide data used here.
That does not mean Nevada lacks pediatric care, and it does not establish access near a
particular school or home. It does reinforce Minnesota’s broader regional medical depth,

while routine and specialty pediatric access must be checked locally in either state.

Environmental health: Nevada has cleaner monitored-day results, but more
heat concern

The two states had almost the same share of monitored Good-air days in 2025: 76.84% in
Minnesota and 76.48% in Nevada. Minnesota’s remaining monitored days were 20.25% in
the middle range and 2.91% Unhealthy or worse. Nevada’s were 22.44% in the middle
range and 1.08% Unhealthy or worse. Nevada therefore had fewer seriously poor

monitored-air days, even though the frequency of Good days was essentially tied.

Minnesota ranked at the 89.5th percentile nationally for overall air-quality concern,
compared with Nevada at the 57.3rd percentile. These are national ranking positions—
not percentages of bad-air days and not claims that either state has that much more

pollution.
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Pollen and heat split the verdict. Minneapolis received a worse pollen comparison, while
Reno and Las Vegas received better comparisons; those findings apply to the named
metros, not their entire states. Minnesota’s main pollen season starts later, while Nevada
can have a longer season with desert-city spikes from irrigated landscaping, weeds, or
rain. Nevada, however, has the greater heat-health concern: its heat-related illness
ranking was around the 67th percentile nationally, compared with about the 58th
percentile for Minnesota. Given your sensitivity to temperature and humidity, neither
state wins every environmental-health issue. Nevada looks better for seriously poor air
days and in the measured pollen metros, while Minnesota avoids Nevada’s more severe

heat exposure.

Bottom line

Minnesota is the stronger healthcare choice for your household. Nevada’s faster
statewide hospital-access estimate and lower caregiver price are real advantages, but
they do not outweigh Minnesota’s stronger hospital quality, near-national doctor
availability, greater bed capacity, two major medical hubs, deeper cardiology options,
and much larger in-home care workforce. Nevada should remain in consideration only if
a specific community provides a confirmed cardiology route, an appropriate emergency
department, realistic advanced-care backup, and acceptance of your exact employer
plan. For Minnesota, the main challenge is choosing a small-town or rural home that
preserves practical access to the Twin Cities or Rochester rather than assuming the

statewide strength will reach every address equally.
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SECTION 9

Housing, Insurance & Resilience

HOUSING, INSURANCE & RESILIENCE — HEAD TO HEAD

What housing risk looks like after the rent or mortgage

Housing cost is only the front door. Insurance availability, hazard exposure, property-
specific vulnerability, and the cost of making a home resilient can materially change

which state is easier to live in.

Do not read housing A cheaper home can become the more fragile choice if insurance is difficult, hazard exposure is
materially higher, or resilience work changes the true cost of ownership or occupancy.

cost alone.

Housing question

HOUSING
PRESSURE
Housing pressure

INSURANCE
Insurance
availability and
burden

CLIMATE /
HAZARD

Climate and
hazard exposure

RESILIENCE
Housing
resilience
implication

INSURANCE

Biggest
unresolved
housing or
insurance
question

Minnesota

Minnesota has the stronger statewide
affordability picture and more consistent
costs, although actual prices and rents still
depend on the community.

No clear statewide insurance-cost winner.
Minnesota has a verified FAIR Plan as a
possible fallback, but eligibility, coverage, and
cost are not guaranteed.

The broad housing concerns are winter
conditions and severe storms, including hail,
strong wind, and tornadoes. Roof condition,
road access, heating, and outage planning
matter.

A resilient home needs dependable heat,
manageable snow access, a sound roof,
practical storm shelter, and insurance terms
that do not shift too much hail or wind risk
back to you.

What will rent, property tax, utilities, and
insurance actually cost for a realistic small-
town or rural address with workable school,
job, and healthcare access?

VS.

VS.

VS.

VS.

VS.

Nevada

Nevada’s housing markets vary much more.
That can create opportunities, but lower-cost
rural choices may come with thinner services
and longer trips to work, school, or healthcare.

No clear statewide insurance-cost winner.
Some newly issued policies face underwriting
friction, and no statewide fallback mechanism
has been confirmed here.

The broad housing concerns are extreme heat
and location-specific earthquake and wildfire
exposure. Cooling, water, construction history,
fire response, and evacuation access matter.

A resilient home needs reliable cooling,
understood seismic construction, fire-resistant
features where relevant, adequate water and
emergency access, and insurance that clearly
addresses wildfire and earthquake risk.

Can a realistic small-town or rural address
provide acceptable insurance, cooling and
water reliability, school and service access,
and workable travel times at a sustainable
total cost?

This is a planning comparison, not a property-level risk determination. Finalist
addresses still need current insurance quotes, hazard checks, inspection or resilience
review, and locally applicable tax information before you rely on the apparent advantage.
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Housing Market History — Head to Head

This is historical housing-market context for the household's buy-versus-rent decision.
Each local figure is paired with the matching U.S. FHFA series; do not compare a metro
series with a state series as though they were the same measure, and do not use this table

to declare an overall state winner.

State FHFA geography 1-year history 5-year history 10-year history
used
Minnesota Minnesota (state) 2.5% local vs. 2.1% 24.7% local vs. 33.4% | 78.3% local vs. 95.3%
matching U.S. matching U.S. matching U.S.
Nevada Nevada (state) 2.8% local vs. 2.1% 28.7% local vs. 33.4%  113.0% local vs.
matching U.S. matching U.S. 95.3% matching U.S.

Use the 10-year history as the main long-range reference when available. The 1- and 5-

year figures show whether the recent path has differed from the longer history.

Past performance does not guarantee future results. Home values may rise more slowly,
stay flat, or fall in the future. StateMatcher is not telling you to buy or rent. Buying or
renting is a personal decision, and this information is provided only to help you

understand how the local housing market has behaved.

Physical hazards — head to head

This comparison uses the same FEMA-based hazard definitions on both sides. A hazard
appears when it is important to either destination, because a low or effectively absent
result on the other side is useful comparative information. County occurrence rates
describe events somewhere in the county; they are not the odds that a particular home

will be struck or damaged.

Hazard Minnesota Nevada

Severe storms Statewide fallback: FEMA annualized No comparable hazard record is
frequency is best read by component = available in the the available
here: Hail: about 5.4 qualifying information.

county occurrences per year; Strong
wind: about 3.8 qualifying county
occurrences per year; Tornado: about
0.42 qualifying county occurrences
per year.

StateMatcher 36/72



Hazard

Earthquake

Wildfire

Minnesota

No comparable hazard record is
available in the the available
information.

No comparable hazard record is
available in the the available
information.

Nevada

Statewide fallback: StateMatcher's
planning conversion from FEMA
annualized frequency is about 2% for
at least one qualifying county
occurrence in the next 12-month
period and about 37% over 20 years.

Statewide fallback: StateMatcher's
planning conversion from FEMA
annualized frequency is about 0.6%
for at least one qualifying county
occurrence in the next 12-month
period and about 11% over 20 years.

The table is a screening comparison, not a property verdict. The exact parcel, building,

roads, utilities, evacuation options, and insurance terms can change the practical risk

substantially.

Environmental health — head-to-head

These are statewide screening measures, not neighborhood forecasts. The comparison is

useful for identifying where one state deserves more local investigation.

Measure

Good-air days (AQI 0-50) — higher is
better

In-between air days (AQI 51-150)
Unhealthy-or-worse air days (AQI
151+) — lower is better

Overall air-quality rank

Fine-particle pollution (2020-2022) —
lower is better

Rough long-term health-risk analogy

StateMatcher

Minnesota

76.8% (2.0 percentage points more
Good-air days than the national
monitored-day average; U.S. avg
74.9%)

20.2% (Moderate or Unhealthy for
Sensitive Groups; U.S. avg 24.2%)

2.9% (U.S. avg 1.0%)

Overall air-quality screen ranks worse
than about 90% of U.S. states and
D.C.

16.3% lower long-term fine-particle
pollution than the U.S. modeled
benchmark; 7.0 pg/m?

0.32 cigarette-equivalents/day; Air
quality has improved substantially
over the past two decades.

Nevada

76.5% (1.6 percentage points more
Good-air days than the national
monitored-day average; U.S. avg
74.9%)

22.4% (Moderate or Unhealthy for
Sensitive Groups; U.S. avg 24.2%)

1.1% (U.S. avg 1.0%)

Overall air-quality screen ranks worse
than about 57% of U.S. states and
D.C.

12.8% lower long-term fine-particle
pollution than the U.S. modeled
benchmark; 7.3 pg/m?

0.33 cigarette-equivalents/day; Air
quality has improved substantially
over the past two decades.
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Measure Minnesota Nevada

Historical heat-related iliness 58.2th 67.1th
compared with other states — lower
is more favorable

Pollen in metros ranked by the The ranked metro had worse-than- Both ranked metros had better-than-
Asthma and Allergy Foundation of average pollen average pollen

America

Tree-pollen season April-May January-April

Grass-pollen season May-July March-May, with monsoon-season

pulses possible

Weed / ragweed season August-September or early October  July-October

The first three air-quality rows divide monitored days into a complete 100% story: Good
(AQI 0-50), in-between days that were Moderate or Unhealthy for Sensitive Groups (AQI
51-150), and Unhealthy-or-worse (AQI 151+). The overall air rank is a separate combined
screen of bad-air frequency and high-end AQI; its percentile is a place in the national
ranking, not a percentage of bad days or a claim of that percentage more pollution. Fine-
particle pollution is different: the 48-state + D.C. core uses a population-weighted 2020-
2022 CDC modeled baseline and may be compared with the matching U.S. modeled
benchmark. Alaska and Hawaii use an EPA monitor-based fallback because CDC
Downscaler does not cover them, so a precise modeled U.S. percent-above/below
comparison is intentionally suppressed for those states. The cigarette figure is only a
rough long-term health-risk analogy, not a claim that the air contains cigarette smoke or
has the same chemistry. Pollen is different again: the Asthma and Allergy Foundation of
America row summarizes only metros included in that ranking, while the season rows

are planning windows. Neither should be generalized into a statewide pollen percentage.

Pet relocation — head to head

This section appears because the current questionnaire says a pet is part of the move. It
compares only the rules that matter for the pet type reported; it does not assume that an

ordinary pet is an assistance animal.
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Question Minnesota Nevada

Dog breed / local regulation State law restricts at least some State law restricts at least some
breed-specific local dog regulation. breed-specific local dog regulation.
The exact scope of the state The exact scope of the state
restriction still matters, and breed- restriction still matters, and breed-
neutral dangerous-dog, leash, neutral dangerous-dog, leash,
licensing, housing, HOA, and insurer licensing, housing, HOA, and insurer
rules may still apply. rules may still apply.

Housing and insurance The actual landlord, The actual landlord,
condominium/HOA rules, and insurer = condominium/HOA rules, and insurer
terms still need property-specific terms still need property-specific
verification. verification.

State law is only one layer. Before relying on either destination, check the actual landlord
or association rules and the insurer for the specific property. Federal assistance-animal

rules are a separate legal framework and do not create a state-by-state advantage.

Minnesota has the clearer statewide housing edge, but not yet a proven total-cost win.
Its broad affordability picture is stronger and less uneven than Nevada’s. That is useful
for a household planning to rent while learning the area, because it may be easier to find
multiple communities worth investigating without swinging between dramatically
different housing markets. Nevada still deserves a fair look: its variation may uncover a
good local value. The catch is that cheaper rural housing can lose its appeal if it brings

long drives, limited services, costly cooling, or difficult insurance terms.

Your rent-first plan is especially sensible in this comparison. It gives you time to test
winter travel and heating needs in Minnesota or heat, cooling dependence, and service
distances in Nevada before buying. Because you also need workable employment and
public-school access, the lowest-priced rental should not automatically become the
favorite. An exact address determines school assignment, while the surrounding road
network determines whether commutes, appointments, and emergency access are

realistic.

Insurance is unresolved rather than roughly equal. Neither state has enough current
information to name a statewide premium or availability winner, and statewide
indicators are not substitutes for quotes. Minnesota’s insurance information is better
documented, including a verified FAIR Plan, but that does not mean fallback coverage

will be affordable, broad enough, or available for every property. Nevada has some signs
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of underwriting difficulty for newly issued homeowners policies, but that does not
establish that the state—or any named region—is broadly hard to insure. It simply makes

early screening more important.

For your initial rental, compare renter-specific quotes and dog restrictions at the same
time as the lease terms. Before buying, obtain homeowners quotes while you still have an
insurance contingency, and compare the policy form rather than just the premium. A
low quote can hide a large wind or hail deductible, limited roof payment, a wildfire
condition, an earthquake exclusion, or a rebuilding estimate that leaves you

underinsured.

The states present different resilience problems, with no fair overall hazard winner
yet. Minnesota’s broad statewide screening points toward recurring severe-storm
demands—especially hail, strong wind, and tornado exposure—plus winter access and
heating reliability. That makes roof history, impact resistance, covered parking, tree
exposure, interior shelter, snow clearance, and outage planning practical housing issues.
Nevada’s screening instead highlights earthquake and wildfire concerns, alongside
extreme heat. Construction era, documented seismic work, reliable air-conditioning,
fire-resistant materials, defensible space, water supply, fire response, and more than one

usable evacuation route can all affect whether a property is a sound choice.

These are statewide screening patterns, not descriptions of every home. No destination
counties have been established, so the current hazard information is not symmetrical
enough to say one state is safer for the property you will actually occupy. The
comparison becomes much more useful once you identify a county in each state and
examine the same hazards on both sides. The final decision still belongs at the address
level because two nearby homes can have different roof conditions, road access, building

construction, wildfire surroundings, flood exposure, and insurance outcomes.

Nevada has the stronger 10-year home-value history, but that alone does not make it
the better place to buy. Statewide home values rose 113.03% in Nevada over the ten years
ending in the second quarter of 2026, compared with 78.27% in Minnesota. Over the
same period, U.S. values rose 95.28%. In ordinary terms, Nevada more than doubled and

grew faster than the country, while Minnesota also posted substantial gains but grew
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more slowly than the country. Over the latest five years, both states trailed national
growth, and their latest one-year gains were only slightly above the U.S. pace. The recent

market has therefore been cooler than the long-term Nevada story might suggest.

Appreciation matters because rising values can add to an owner’s equity alongside
mortgage payments. It does not reveal the purchase price, monthly payment, property
tax, insurance, maintenance, or likelihood that a particular home will gain value. Buying
often becomes more sensible when you expect to stay for roughly seven to ten years,
since that gives equity more time to build and spreads buying and selling costs over

more years. That is a planning rule of thumb, not a cutoff or promise of profit.

For your large or potentially restricted-breed dog, the statewide legal comparison is
roughly even. Both states restrict at least some local breed-specific regulation, but
neither gives you a blanket right to keep the dog in a particular rental, condominium,
HOA, or insured home. Breed-neutral dangerous-dog rules, landlord limits, weight
restrictions, association bylaws, and insurer underwriting can still narrow your choices.
Ask for the written animal policy and insurer answer before paying a nonrefundable
deposit or committing to a property. Federal fair-housing accommodation rules may
apply to a disability-related assistance animal, but ordinary pet ownership does not

establish eligibility and creates no advantage for either state.

Environmental health splits the decision. Monitored air days were Good 76.84% of the
time in Minnesota and 76.48% in Nevada—essentially even. Moderate or Unhealthy for
Sensitive Groups days made up the middle 20.25% in Minnesota and 22.44% in Nevada.
Unhealthy-or-worse days were less frequent in Nevada: 1.08%, compared with 2.91% in
Minnesota. Minnesota nevertheless held the worse overall national air-quality ranking
position, at the 89.5th percentile versus Nevada’s 57.3rd percentile. Those rankings show
where each state sits nationally; they are not the percentage of bad-air days and do not

mean Minnesota has 89.5% more pollution.

The health screening measures point in different directions. Nevada’s PM2.5 exposure
measure was higher—2.714 versus 0.2402 in Minnesota, where lower is better—and
Nevada also showed greater heat-related health concern. Monitoring covered 23

Minnesota counties but only nine Nevada counties, so neither statewide result
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guarantees conditions in an unmonitored rural area. For housing, this makes dependable

cooling and indoor air filtration particularly important in Nevada, while Minnesota still

requires attention to filtration and seasonal indoor comfort.

Pollen may favor Nevada in the two metros directly measured: Reno and Las Vegas

compared better, while Minneapolis compared worse. That is metro evidence, not a

statewide verdict. Nevada’s tree and grass seasons also begin earlier, while Minnesota’s

season begins later and ragweed can continue until frost.

What this means for you: Minnesota belongs slightly ahead on housing because its

statewide affordability picture is stronger and more consistent. Nevada could still

overtake it if you find a well-served property with acceptable cooling, water, hazard, dog,

and insurance terms at a meaningfully better local price. The facts most likely to settle

the choice are side-by-side rent and insurance quotes now, followed by complete

ownership estimates for finalist homes: mortgage, property tax, homeowners insurance,

utilities, maintenance, association costs, and any resilience upgrades.

From statewide screening to the actual property

Level of analysis

Statewide screening

Regional variation

StateMatcher

What this comparison can tell you

Minnesota: statewide screening
points to cold, fourseasons,
lakecountry. Nevada: statewide
screening points to desert, dry, hot,
mountain.

Minnesota: regional variation matters
because The Twin Cities provide most
major-metro amenities; Rochester,
Duluth, central Minnesota, and
northern regional centers serve
different niches.. Nevada: regional
variation matters because Las Vegas,
Reno-Sparks, Carson City, smaller
mining communities, and vast rural
areas have very different economies
and climates..

What still must be checked

Use this only to compare broad
pressure, not to judge a particular
home.

Narrow the search using the
geographic level that actually fits
each destination—such as
neighborhood, city, metro, county,
elevation, terrain, and local
infrastructure.
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Level of analysis

Exact address or parcel level

What this comparison can tell you

Minnesota: an exact-address
insurance quote is required, together
with parcel-level flood, wildfire, wind,
evacuation, utility, deductible,
exclusion, and nonrenewal checks
before relying on the statewide
comparison. Nevada: an exact-
address insurance quote is required,
together with parcel-level flood,
wildfire, wind, evacuation, utility,
deductible, exclusion, and
nonrenewal checks before relying on
the statewide comparison.

What still must be checked

Verify the actual property, carrier,
policy terms, utilities, evacuation
access, and total occupancy cost.

My practical advice is to treat the statewide comparison as a filter, the regional

comparison as a shortlist tool, and the exact-address or parcel-level review as the point

where a housing choice becomes real.

StateMatcher
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SECTION 10

Social, Civic & Daily-Life Fit

Your main goal here is not to find a state that wins a political label. It is to find a place
where your family can settle into a small-town or rural setting, manage work and school
routines, and keep practical retraining options open as you approach retirement. On that
broader question, there is no clear statewide social or civic winner from the available

information. Local community choice will matter far more than the statewide label.

Minnesota currently fits the household’s larger relocation plan better, especially when
employment, healthcare, K-12, and residential setting are considered together. Nevada
remains a serious alternative because of its financial advantages, but its best-supported
education and retraining options are concentrated around Las Vegas and Reno. That
concentration could make Nevada less convenient if you choose a genuinely rural home

rather than a small community within reach of one of those metros.

Everyday community fit: unresolved statewide

Neither state has enough comparable statewide information here to support a fair claim
about friendliness, community involvement, social life, or how prominent politics feels
in ordinary conversation. Election results cannot answer those questions, and both states
contain substantial local variation. A neighborhood in Las Vegas will not feel like
Boulder City or rural northern Nevada; Minneapolis-Saint Paul will not feel like

Northfield, Rochester, or a smaller Minnesota town.

Political and cultural fit is a low priority for you, so it should not drive this decision.
There is no sound reason to declare either state your political match or mismatch. The
practical issue is local: whether the community you are considering offers the
relationships, activities, school setting, and day-to-day atmosphere you want without

creating an unreasonable commute to work, healthcare, or adult education.

Because K-12 remains important, the final community choice also needs to work as a
family location—not simply as the closest address to a job or college. School assignment
is an address-level question, however, and cannot be established from these statewide

adult-learning results.
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Adult education and retraining

These options could matter for your own or your partner’s continuing education, career
retraining, professional development, certificate or degree study, or personal

enrichment. The comparison splits rather than producing one higher-education winner.

Comparable statewide Minnesota Nevada Practical judgment
dimension
Program breadth 76.5th national percentile 11.8th national percentile Minnesota has the clear

edge. Minnesota's
statewide range is broader
than roughly three-
quarters of states and D.C,;
Nevada's is broader than
only about one-eighth. This
makes Minnesota more
likely to offer backup fields
or alternate programs if
your plans change. It does
not prove that the exact
nearby program is better.

Public two-year published $5,473 median No sound statewide Unresolved. Minnesota’s

in-state tuition median available figure is $1,358 above the
$4,115 national state
median, so it is not
especially low-cost at the
statewide level. Nevada's
missing statewide median
prevents a fair like-for-like

verdict.
Public four-year published $8,840 median $3,758 median Nevada has a substantial
in-state tuition sticker-price edge.

Nevada's statewide median
is $3,397 below the $7,155
national median, while
Minnesota is $1,685 above
it. The $5,082 gap matters
if you qualify for resident
rates, although itis not a
prediction of your final bill.

The breadth result favors Minnesota because it gives you more room to redirect a
retraining plan without leaving the state. Nevada’s four-year tuition result points the
other way: its public system has a much lower statewide sticker-price signal. Published
tuition is the advertised price before individual aid and does not establish residency

eligibility, mandatory fees, or what you would actually pay.
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StateMatcher best-fit public options

These are broad practical options for flexible retraining because no specific occupation

or credential has been named. The numbers rank schools only within the public two-

year or public four-year sector; they are not prestige rankings.

Sector and fit order

Public two-year #1

Public two-year #2

Public four-year #1

Public four-year #2

What this means for you

Minnesota

Hennepin Technical College,
Brooklyn Park/Eden Prairie — hands-
on technical training with flexible
formats and programs spanning
cybersecurity, skilled trades,
manufacturing, healthcare, public
safety, and construction. Published
2025-26 tuition and required fees:
$6,292.

Normandale Community College,
Bloomington — the stronger
Minnesota shortlist option when
bachelor’s transfer may matter.
Published 2025-26 tuition and
required fees: $6,566.

University of Minnesota-Twin
Cities, Minneapolis/Saint Paul — the
broadest Minnesota option listed,
with more than 300 majors and
minors. Published 2026-27 resident
tuition: $16,744 per year before
fees for full-time enroliment.

Metro State University, Saint
Paul/Minneapolis — especially useful
for adult and transfer students
needing evening, weekend, hybrid,
online, or prior-learning options.
Estimated 2026-27 undergraduate
tuition and fees: $10,930 per year at
15 credits per term.

Nevada

College of Southern Nevada, Las
Vegas — broad career, technical,
online, and transfer choices across
more than 70 areas. Published in-
state tuition: $4,358; out-of-state:
$13,024 in the 2025-26 Scorecard
release.

Truckee Meadows Community
College, Reno — applied certificates,
workforce programs, transfer
degrees, and some online-
completable choices. Published in-
state tuition: $3,352; out-of-state:
$12,018 in the 2025-26 Scorecard
release.

University of Nevada, Reno —
Nevada's strongest listed
combination of broad programs,
transfer usefulness, completion, and
long-term earnings. Published in-
state tuition: $9,578; out-of-state:
$27,720 in the 2025-26 Scorecard
release.

University of Nevada, Las Vegas —
broad degree and certificate
coverage with extensive online
coursework. Published in-state
tuition: $9,748; out-of-state: $27,411
in the 2025-26 Scorecard release.

Minnesota gives you the stronger statewide safety net for retraining: more program

breadth and two distinct Twin Cities pathways, one centered on technical credentials and

another on transfer or bachelor’s completion. Nevada counters with attractive published

prices at the listed institutions and a particularly strong statewide four-year tuition

StateMatcher
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signal. In practical terms, Minnesota is more promising if keeping several career or
study paths open matters most; Nevada may be more attractive if the exact program

you need is available in Las Vegas or Reno at a resident price you can actually obtain.

The statewide Minnesota four-year median is much lower than the University of
Minnesota’s listed tuition because the median covers the full public-sector universe; it is
not an average of these selected schools. The local figures also come from different
academic-year and reporting bases, so they are useful for screening but should not be

treated as perfectly synchronized price quotes.

Your small-town or rural preference is the key unresolved fact. The listed schools are
mainly in major metro areas. Once you narrow the residential shortlist, check the exact
program and campus, class schedule or online format, transfer pathway, professional
licensing alignment, residency requirements, current tuition and fees, and real travel
time from the home. Start with each institution’s admissions or registrar’s office and
request a written program map and resident-tuition determination. That information
could preserve Minnesota’s breadth advantage—or make a lower-cost Nevada option the

more practical choice.
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SECTION 11

Mobility & Connectivity

New-resident arrival friction

These are official-source newcomer screening rules from the shared StateMatcher move-

requirements evidence. They are not a substitute for checking the current agency

instructions immediately before the move.

Arrival task

Driver-license transition

Vehicle title / registration

Inspection / emissions

Official next stop

Minnesota

Not established — verify —
Minnesota provides a new-resident
transfer process, but the reviewed
official material did not establish one
numeric new-resident deadline.

60 days — Register the vehicle in
Minnesota within 60 days after
becoming a resident.

None Identified — No statewide
emissions inspection requirement is
asserted by this atlas.

Minnesota Driver and Vehicle
Services

Nevada

Not established — verify —
Nevada's official New Resident Guide
requires residents who drive to
transfer their license, but the
reviewed guide did not state one
numeric grace period.

Not established — verify —
Nevada's New Resident Guide
requires Nevada registration and
provides the process, but the
reviewed source did not state a single
new-resident numeric deadline.

Regional — Emissions inspection can
be required in designated Nevada
urban counties/areas.

Nevada Department of Motor
Vehicles

Treat a missing or nonnumeric deadline as a verification item, never as extra time. This

comparison is about administrative landing friction; it should not outweigh a major

healthcare, employment, legal, family, or housing constraint.

Mobility & Connectivity

For everyday transportation, there is no fair statewide winner yet. Minnesota does

have a modest edge in new-resident vehicle logistics, but the much more important

question—how easily you can reach work, school, healthcare, shopping, and an

airport from a small-town or rural home—depends on the exact community and

routes you choose.

StateMatcher
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Your preference is to live in a small town or rural area, even if employment is centered
elsewhere, and your preferred one-way commute limit is 60 minutes. That gives you
meaningful room to search outside a major city, but it does not tell us whether a
particular drive will be dependable in real life. A route that looks acceptable by distance
can become much less practical because of rush-hour congestion, winter conditions,
limited road connections, or the need to combine work travel with school drop-offs and

appointments.

The available planning references use Minneapolis for Minnesota and Las Vegas for
Nevada because you did not provide an exact destination ZIP. Those are useful starting
points, not recommendations that you live in either city. They also cannot establish how
well a smaller surrounding community would connect you to jobs and daily services. No
comparable statewide information was provided here for commute times, public transit,
airport access, or rural road connectivity, so awarding either state an edge on those

points would go beyond what is known.

New-resident driving and vehicle requirements

Requirement

Driver's license

Vehicle title and
registration

Inspection or emissions
testing

StateMatcher

Minnesota

New residents who drive
must use the state transfer
process, but the reviewed
official information did not
establish one numeric
deadline.

Register the vehicle within
60 days after becoming a
resident.

The reviewed information
identified no statewide
emissions-inspection
requirement.

Nevada

New residents who drive
must transfer their license,
but the reviewed New
Resident Guide did not
state one numeric grace
period.

Nevada registration is
required, but the reviewed
guide did not provide one
single numeric new-
resident deadline.

Emissions testing can be
required in designated
urban counties or areas.

Practical judgment

Roughly even. Both
require action, and neither
provided source gives a
deadline that is safe to rely
on.

Minnesota has the clarity
edge. You can plan around
a known 60-day window;
Nevada's timing needs to
be checked before the
move.

Minnesota has the
simpler statewide
picture. In Nevada, the
exact address can
determine whether testing
becomes part of
registration and ongoing
vehicle ownership.
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What this means for you: Minnesota’s advantage here is real but limited. It can make the
first weeks of the move easier because the registration deadline is clear and no statewide
emissions program was identified. Nevada introduces more location-specific uncertainty,
particularly if you settle in an area subject to emissions testing. These are manageable
administrative differences, however, and they should not outweigh a substantially better

commute, school location, or healthcare route.

What could change the conclusion

The exact residential area is the deciding fact. Once you have candidate communities,
compare the same real trips in both states: each worker’s commute during the hours they
would actually travel, the assigned public school and transportation arrangements,
routine healthcare and prescription access, grocery trips, and travel to the airport you
would use. Check drive times in both directions rather than relying only on mileage or a

single mapping estimate.

Before establishing residency, start with Minnesota Driver and Vehicle Services or the
Nevada Department of Motor Vehicles and obtain the current license and registration
instructions. For Nevada, use the proposed address to determine whether emissions
testing applies. For Minnesota, confirm that no local or vehicle-specific requirement

changes the general statewide picture.

Overall, Minnesota has a modest practical edge in vehicle administration, while the
broader mobility choice remains unresolved. A well-connected Nevada community
could still beat a poorly connected Minnesota one, and vice versa. Given your small-town
or rural preference, the final decision should turn less on the state name and more on
whether the exact home location keeps work, school, healthcare, and essential errands

within a dependable travel range.
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SECTION 12

Regions and Places to Investigate

HEAD-TO-HEAD GEOGRAPHY

Where the comparison gets real

These maps put both states into one head-to-head frame and mark the regional
candidates from the canonical matchup table. Rank numbers are within-state rankings,
not claims that State A #1 is geographically equivalent to State B #1. Place names sit
outside each state outline and connect to their locations with leader lines. Each state is
independently fitted to an equal-size panel for readability; the two outlines are not drawn

at the same geographic scale.

Minnesota

Saint Paul

( —  Minneapolis

Northfield —o&
Rochester

1) Minneapolis (2) Saint Paul (3) Rochester

4) Northfield

Nevada

Carson City __o

Henderson

VS.

(( - Las Vegas

Boulder City

1)LasVegas (2)Henderson (3)Boulder City

4 ) Carson City

U.S. Census Bureau cartographic-boundary geography (2024). Planning map only.
Markers are canonical reference points, not metro, municipal, school, neighborhood,

parcel, or legal boundaries.

Regional Matchups to Test

You are trying to solve a harder problem than simply finding an appealing town. Three
people need destination-based work, two children need a school plan that can hold up
from roughly grade 2 through grade 12, and you would prefer to live in a small town or

rural area rather than in the middle of a large city. That makes the separation between

where the jobs are and where you actually live especially important.

StateMatcher
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Minnesota offers more ways to make that separation work. Nevada has attractive

residential choices, but its employment case is concentrated in southern Nevada, and no

Nevada metro reviewed here supports all three careers together as clearly as Minnesota’s

leading markets do.

Minnesota lead

Minneapolis-Saint
Paul employment
anchor, with a
Delano or Orono-
area residential
search

StateMatcher

Nevada lead

Las Vegas-
Henderson
employment
anchor, with
Boulder City as the
quieter residential
test

What the matchup reveals

Minnesota has the edge for
shared employment; daily-
life appeal is a different-
strengths comparison. The
Twin Cities are the strongest
statistical employment market
in either state for your
household. Minneapolis adds
lakes, parks, cycling,
restaurants, universities, arts,
and major employment, while
Saint Paul offers older
neighborhoods, cultural
institutions, parks, universities,
and a somewhat quieter civic
rhythm. On the Nevada side,
Las Vegas brings exceptional
dining, entertainment, airport
access, and a wide range of
services. Henderson shifts
daily life toward planned
neighborhoods, parks, trails,
golf, and a more residential
pace. Boulder City comes
closest to your preferred small-
town setting, with a traditional
center, a quieter identity, and
Lake Mead and Hoover Dam
nearby.

What could rule either out

In Minnesota, an outer town or
rural-fringe home could put
the lawyer’s preferred 30-
minute one-way commute
under the most pressure, even
though the plumber can
tolerate up to 60 minutes and
the dentist up to 55. Exact
routes are not established. In
Nevada, the larger concern is
not simply commuting: the Las
Vegas market did not establish
a strong enough shared result
for all three careers, with
dentistry the main constraint.
Boulder City also carries an
above-average Nevada
housing-cost signal, and
specialty healthcare may
require travel into the larger
metro.
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Minnesota lead

Rochester
employment and
healthcare anchor,
with Byron as the
town-fringe
residential and
school test

StateMatcher

Nevada lead

Carson City
residential anchor,
paired with the
Douglas school area

What the matchup reveals

Minnesota has the stronger
whole-household case.
Rochester supports all three
careers as a shared market,
though less strongly than the
Twin Cities, and it brings an
unusually important
healthcare advantage through
Mayo Clinic. Ordinary life is
practical and midsized, with
trails, parks, restaurants,
events, and specialized
institutions. Nearby Byron
matches your preference for a
town-fringe setting and has
strong results across
elementary, middle, and high
school. Carson City offers a
compelling Nevada lifestyle
alternative: historic
neighborhoods, a smaller-city
scale, a traditional sense of
place, and easy access to
Tahoe and Sierra recreation.
The Douglas district is
Nevada's strongest small-town
school counterpoint, with
especially strong elementary
and high-school results and
above-average middle-school
results.

What could rule either out

Rochester and Byron lose
ground if actual housing costs
are too high or if job locations
create an awkward commute
between the residential area
and workplaces. Carson City
and Douglas lose ground if all
three workers still need local
jobs at the time of the move.
The provided employment
comparison does not establish
northwestern Nevada as a
shared market for the
plumber, lawyer, and dentist.
Nevada's thinner specialist and
ongoing-care network also
matters because cardiology
and aging-in-place support are
important for your household.
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Minnesota lead Nevada lead

Reno — unresolved
as a fair
employment-based
counterpart

Northfield

What this means for you

What the matchup reveals

Northfield is the clearer
small-town lifestyle lead;
Reno offers more urban and
mountain-oriented energy,
but this is not a like-for-like
work comparison. Northfield
is a compact college town
shaped by Carleton and St.
Olaf, with lectures,
performances, sports, cafés,
bookstores, arts, public events,
older architecture, and a
traditional riverfront center.
That gives you a smaller
community without giving up
all cultural activity. Reno has
university energy, arts,
riverfront life, restaurants, and
fast access to Lake Tahoe and
Sierra trails, but it is a growing
high-desert city rather than the
small-town or rural setting you
said you prefer.

What could rule either out

Northfield's connection to Twin
Cities employment is
promising but not enough to
assume that every worker's
commute would fit, especially
the lawyer's 30-minute
preference. Its university
calendar and housing demand
may also affect prices, and the
exact K-12 assignment is not
established here. Reno
remains unresolved because
the information provided does
not show that it can support all
three destination-dependent
careers together. Housing
pressure, wildfire exposure,
snow, seasonal congestion,
and neighborhood-level safety
variation also need to be
weighed against its outdoor
appeal.

The Twin Cities versus Las Vegas-Henderson matchup is the most important field test

because it puts your decisive tradeoff in plain view. Minnesota gives you the stronger

employment engine and a deeper healthcare safety net, but the household may need to

live outside the urban core to get the small-town or rural-fringe setting you want. Nevada

gives you a more obvious small-town residential alternative in Boulder City while

keeping Las Vegas within the broader regional orbit, but it does not yet solve the shared-

employment problem—particularly for the dentist.

This is also where the distinction between an employment center and a whole-household

landing area matters most. Minneapolis-Saint Paul is Minnesota’s strongest statistical

employment metro. It is not automatically the place where you should live. A town or

rural-fringe home within reach of that market may better fit your school and residential

preferences, provided the actual job addresses make the commutes workable.
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Rochester and Byron represent a different Minnesota strategy. They give up some labor-
market depth compared with the Twin Cities, but they may produce a better balance of
town-fringe living, strong K-12 continuity, healthcare access, and a still-viable shared job
market. For that reason, Rochester-Byron may be the most useful whole-household
alternative even though the Twin Cities remain the stronger employment answer. The
employment engine has not changed its conclusion; these are simply two different

questions.

Carson City and the Douglas school area are Nevada’s strongest answer to that balanced
strategy. They fit your preferred scale better than Las Vegas or Reno, and Carson City
offers historic character, familiar local institutions, and Tahoe-and-Sierra outdoor access
that can become part of ordinary weekends rather than an occasional vacation. The
weakness is serious, however: the available information does not establish a shared
northwestern Nevada job market for all three workers. Clearer information about one
side does not prove Nevada lacks jobs; it means there is not enough reliable local job and

pay information to base the move on.

Northfield versus Reno is worth keeping only as a lifestyle test. Northfield asks whether
you would accept a potentially longer connection to the Twin Cities in exchange for
college-town culture and a smaller daily rhythm. Reno asks whether mountain access,
riverfront life, university activity, and a broader urban menu are attractive enough to
give up part of your small-town preference. Because the work comparison is not equally
established, this pairing should not decide the state choice by itself.

Before treating any of these as a real landing plan, use actual job locations rather than
downtown-to-downtown estimates. Test each route separately against the lawyer’s 30-
minute, dentist’s 55-minute, and plumber’s 60-minute preferred one-way limits. For the
children, check the exact home address with the district before signing a lease or
purchase contract, including the assigned schools, enrollment eligibility, transportation,
current programs, and the newest performance results. That combined address-and-
route check is the fact most likely to confirm—or overturn—the apparent advantage of a

small-town home near a larger employment center.
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Local fit versus statewide rules

Question Minnesota Nevada
What a well-matched city or Daily social comfort, Daily social comfort, community, services,
region can improve community, services, and local and local political culture may be better in a

political culture may be better carefully chosen part of Nevada.
in a carefully chosen part of

Minnesota.
What remains controlled Jurisdiction-wide statutes, tax Jurisdiction-wide statutes, tax rules, benefit
jurisdiction-wide rules, benefit rules, civil-rights rules, civil-rights protections, and other
protections, and other governing policies still apply throughout
governing policies still apply Nevada.

throughout Minnesota.

Important limit: Local alignment does not override statewide law or policy. For D.C.,
read that as District-wide law and policy. A city, county, neighborhood, or other local
area may feel more compatible in daily life, but it cannot erase the governing

jurisdiction-wide legal, tax, healthcare, education, or regulatory conditions.

Use regional fit to choose where within a destination to investigate—not to assume that a

locally aligned community cancels jurisdiction-wide rules.
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SECTION 13

Room to Adjust, Reversibility & What Could Change

Room to Adjust After the Move

Reversibility edge: Minnesota. The advantage is meaningful for your household because
three people expect to depend on the destination’s job market, you have a school-age
decision to make, and retirement is approaching. Minnesota gives you more practical
backup routes if the first job, community, healthcare provider, or residential area does
not work out. Nevada still has real flexibility, but its strongest options are more divided
by purpose.

Changing regions or employers: Minnesota has the edge. Minneapolis-Saint Paul
supports all three occupations together, while Rochester-Byron offers another plausible
balance of employment, healthcare, schools, and the small-town or town-fringe setting
you prefer. That does not guarantee that every worker will find the right position, but it
gives the household more than one workable landing strategy without immediately

reconsidering the state itself.

Nevada asks for a more deliberate tradeoff at the outset. Las Vegas-Henderson-Boulder
City is the stronger employment-oriented choice, while Carson City-Douglas better
reflects your small-town preference and school considerations. No Nevada metro
evaluated so far provides a clearly established market for all three workers. In practical
terms, a disappointing job search or an unsustainable commute could force a larger
change—possibly between very different parts of Nevada—rather than a relatively

modest adjustment within one shared regional economy.

Healthcare flexibility: Minnesota has the stronger safety net. Its greater physician
availability, specialist depth, and advanced-care backup provide more room to change
doctors or step up to more complex care as retirement approaches. Nevada’s faster
average hospital access and lower in-home caregiver prices are useful advantages, but its
thinner provider and home-health workforces leave fewer backup choices if a doctor

stops accepting new patients, a specialist is not available nearby, or care needs become
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more complicated. This difference matters more than it might for a younger household
because your move needs to work during both your remaining employment years and

retirement.

Renting before buying: roughly even at first, with Minnesota stronger over time. Your
rent-first plan is the best source of reversibility in either state. It lets you test commutes,
school assignment, winter or desert conditions, healthcare access, dog restrictions, and
neighborhood fit before putting the plan in stone with a home purchase. Minnesota’s
stronger statewide housing affordability and more consistent costs should make the later
transition to ownership easier to manage. Nevada offers housing markets with
meaningful price differences, but that variation is much greater, and some newly issued
homeowners policies have encountered underwriting friction. Neither state has a proven
statewide insurance advantage, so an actual home and insurance quote could still change

the comparison.

Retraining options: different strengths. Minnesota offers substantially broader
postsecondary program choice: its statewide catalog breadth ranks around the 77th
percentile nationally, compared with about the 12th percentile for Nevada. That means
Minnesota has a much wider range of completed programs relative to other states, not
that every Minnesota school is better. This gives workers more ways to retrain or add

credentials if the first employment plan changes.

Nevada has the cost advantage for published public four-year tuition. Its statewide
median is $3,758, compared with $8,840 in Minnesota and a national state median of
$7,155. Nevada’s figure is therefore well below the national midpoint, while Minnesota’s
is above it. These are published tuition amounts rather than the household’s final price,
and they do not establish residency eligibility, fees, aid, schedule, or whether the right
program is nearby. A public two-year cost comparison cannot be made fairly because

Nevada lacks a usable statewide figure.

What could materially change the choice? A strong set of Nevada job offers could
narrow Minnesota’s lead, especially if the lawyer’s actual compensation reliably clears
the stated $120,000 minimum and the other two workers can find acceptable work within

the household’s commuting limits. The decision could also shift as local employment
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becomes less important after retirement: Nevada’s lower caregiver prices would become
more valuable, although Minnesota’s deeper healthcare network would remain the

stronger protection against complex or changing medical needs.

The other potential turning point is local fit. If a Nevada rental near the right schools,
employers, and healthcare providers works comfortably in daily life—and a later
property receives acceptable insurance terms—Nevada becomes easier to defend. If those
needs remain split between different regions, Minnesota’s ability to keep more of the

household’s priorities within one regional system is the larger long-term advantage.

Overall, Minnesota is easier to test, adjust within, and remain in if the first plan needs
revision. Nevada can still work well, but it depends more heavily on choosing the right
region and securing the right combination of jobs, schools, healthcare access, and

housing from the beginning.
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SECTION 14

Retirement Summary — Head-to-Head

Because you are still working but plan to retire within the next five years, this Retirement
Summary looks beyond your immediate employment needs and brings together the

issues likely to matter most as you move from working life into retirement.

The retirement tradeoff in one sentence

Minnesota has the stronger foundation for healthcare, long-term independence, and
statewide safety, while Nevada has the clear tax advantage and avoids Minnesota
winters. For your household, I would give Minnesota a narrow overall retirement edge,
mainly because your preference for a small-town or rural setting makes Nevada’s thin
healthcare geography more consequential. Nevada could still become the better choice if
its tax savings are substantial for your actual income mix and you are willing to live close

to Las Vegas or Reno rather than farther out.

Retirement income and estate planning — Nevada has the clear edge

Nevada does not impose a broad individual income tax on Social Security, pensions,
retirement-account withdrawals, or capital gains. Minnesota is less favorable: Social
Security receives income-dependent relief, but most other retirement income remains
subject to the regular state income-tax system. Because you reported Social Security and
other retirement-related income, this is not just a difference in headline tax rates. Nevada

is likely to leave more of those income sources untouched at the state level.

The exact size of that advantage cannot be established until your continuing income is
separated into gross, before-tax amounts and amounts already stated after tax.
Minnesota’s current Social Security exclusions and thresholds also need to be applied to
your actual filing situation. The Financial Outlook remains the right place to judge
whether Nevada’s tax advantage is large enough to overcome differences in housing,

healthcare, insurance, and transportation costs.

Nevada also has no state estate tax or inheritance tax. Minnesota has no inheritance tax,
but it does impose an estate tax, with provided 2026 planning information showing a $3

million exemption and rates of 13% to 16% above the applicable threshold. That may be
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irrelevant for a smaller estate, but it deserves early attention if your combined property,
retirement accounts, investments, insurance proceeds, and other assets could approach
that level. Your marriage is recognized as marriage in either destination; no separate

relationship-recognition concern was identified here.

Housing, property tax, and insurance — Nevada leads on property tax, but the
full durability question remains open

Nevada’s median county effective property-tax rate is 0.52%, compared with 0.94% in
Minnesota. Its median county annual bill is about $1,372, versus $2,093 in Minnesota.
These county figures are broad screening benchmarks rather than estimates for the

home you would buy, but they show a meaningful statewide advantage for Nevada.

Insurance is less settled. Minnesota properties can face hail, strong-wind, roof, and
deductible concerns, while some Nevada properties face wildfire, earthquake, or flash-
flood-related underwriting friction. Nevada’s housing markets also vary sharply: Las
Vegas and Reno can behave very differently from rural communities, while cheaper rural
housing may come with thinner services. Since you plan to rent first and may buy within
three years, that gives you useful breathing room. Before buying, compare the complete
cost of two realistic properties—including tax assessment, homeowners coverage, hazard
deductibles, utilities, accessibility modifications, and travel to care—not merely the

purchase prices.

Healthcare and Medicare geography — Minnesota has the stronger and more
important edge

Minnesota offers much deeper specialist and major-system care, particularly around
Minneapolis-Saint Paul and Rochester. Its statewide physician supply is 292.16 per
100,000 residents, close to the national benchmark of 295.56. Nevada has 182.77

physicians per 100,000, about 38% below that benchmark. Minnesota also has more

acute-care capacity: 2.502 beds per 1,000 residents versus 1.974 in Nevada.

Nevada does post a shorter statewide average hospital-drive measure—9.19 minutes
versus Minnesota’s 17.08—but that number should not be mistaken for deeper care.
Nevada’s population is concentrated, and substantial rural areas have limited provider

choice and few backup options. Minnesota’s average trip is longer, yet its major medical
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hubs offer considerably greater depth once you arrive. For retirement, especially if
specialist needs increase over time, Minnesota’s broader clinical foundation matters

more than the statewide drive-time average alone.

Medicare does not erase this geographic difference. Exact Medicare Advantage and Part D
prescription-plan choices, participating doctors, hospital networks, pharmacies, and out-
of-pocket costs are county-specific and are not established here. In Nevada, a retirement
plan based outside Las Vegas or Reno should not proceed until the intended address is
matched with the actual Medicare plans and providers you would use. Minnesota

requires the same check, but it offers stronger major-system alternatives overall.

Aging in place and long-term care — Minnesota looks more durable, but local
availability remains unresolved

Minnesota has the stronger overall healthcare platform for aging in place, and its
statewide skilled-nursing inventory is substantially larger. Still, the available figures do
not establish age-adjusted capacity, open beds, staffing, quality, waiting lists, or what
care would cost near your chosen home. The same uncertainty applies to both states for

in-home help, assisted living, memory care, and nursing care.

Your small-town or rural preference makes this especially important. A quiet setting may
fit your daily life now but become difficult if driving declines, one spouse needs frequent
appointments, or reliable in-home help is unavailable. No fair statewide transportation
winner can be named because comparable local transit, paratransit, senior
transportation, and ride-service information was not available. In practical terms, the
deciding unit is the actual community—not the state. A workable retirement location
needs a backup route to groceries, prescriptions, medical visits, and family obligations

without assuming both adults will always drive.

Long-term-care insurance is worth evaluating in either state. Pay particular attention to
whether a policy provides a meaningful benefit for care at home, since in-home support
can delay or avoid a move to institutional care. Premiums, eligibility, inflation
protection, benefit periods, and underwriting outcomes are not established here and

should not be assumed.
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Climate and environmental health — different strengths

Nevada is easier if cold, snow, ice, and seasonal darkness would interfere with mobility.
Minnesota is easier if extreme heat is the larger concern. Nevada’s dry climate may feel
more comfortable than Minnesota’s humidity, but heat exposure and water constraints

can limit safe outdoor activity and raise the importance of dependable cooling.

Air-day frequency is close on ordinary days but favors Nevada on the worst days.
Minnesota recorded 76.84% Good-air days, 20.25% in the middle range, and 2.91%
Unhealthy-or-worse days. Nevada recorded 76.48% Good days, 22.44% in the middle, and
1.08% Unhealthy-or-worse days. In everyday terms, both had good air on a little more
than three out of four monitored days, but Minnesota had nearly three times Nevada’s

share of clearly unhealthy days.

The separate national ranking also favors Nevada: Minnesota was at the 89.5th percentile
for overall air-quality concern, compared with Nevada at the 57.3rd percentile. Thatis a
national ranking position—not the percentage of bad-air days and not a claim that

Minnesota has 89.5% more pollution.

For pollen, the provided metro findings point toward Reno and Las Vegas as easier than
Minneapolis, and Reno had lower and shorter grass-pollen peaks in the published
comparison. That conclusion applies to those metros, not all of Nevada or Minnesota.
Nevada’s pollen season can begin earlier and still produce sharp grass, weed, or rain-

driven spikes.

Family, community, work, and retirement timing — Minnesota better supports
the whole transition

You are not choosing only a retirement destination today. Three household members still
need or may seek destination-dependent work, and your children need a school plan
extending through high-school graduation. The Employment comparison therefore
remains essential: a state that works after retirement is not automatically workable
during the remaining earning years. Minnesota also offers the stronger provided set of
small-town and rural school possibilities, which may make the transition years easier

without forcing an immediate move into a major city.
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Your Social Security record deserves a separate check during this transition. Retirement
eligibility generally requires 40 Social Security work credits—credits earned through
work covered by Social Security—which usually means about ten years of covered work
because no more than four credits can be earned per year. Review each worker’s official
earnings record and benefit estimates, and check how continued wages or net self-
employment before full retirement age could affect benefits. That is not a

recommendation about when to claim.

Retirement conclusion

Minnesota has the narrow retirement edge for your household because its deeper
healthcare system, stronger backup-care potential, safer statewide profile, and
family-stage fit provide more long-term resilience. Nevada wins decisively on
retirement-income taxes, property-tax benchmarks, estate-tax exposure, winter

avoidance, and the frequency of the worst monitored air days.

The facts most capable of changing the winner are straightforward: the actual state tax
difference on your Social Security and other retirement income; whether Nevada’s
preferred community is close enough to usable specialists, emergency care, and
Medicare-network providers; exact housing and insurance quotes; and whether either
community has dependable in-home care, senior transportation, assisted living,
memory care, and nursing options. If Nevada’s tax savings are large and you can anchor
near a strong regional care network, Nevada could pull ahead. If small-town living,
healthcare depth, and aging with more backup options matter most, Minnesota remains

the better retirement choice.
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SECTION 15

How the Choice Looks Across Your Priorities

You are trying to find one place that can support three working adults now, provide good

schools through the children’s remaining K-12 years, and still work as retirement gets

closer. Looked at that way, Minnesota has the stronger overall case. Its advantages line

up with several of your most important needs at once: a shared employment market,

stronger school options, better statewide safety results, deeper healthcare resources, and

more flexibility if your plans change.

Nevada still offers real benefits, particularly lower transportation prices, fewer

Unhealthy-or-worse air days, lower in-home caregiver prices, and a lawyer wage range

that more consistently clears the stated $120,000 minimum. The problem is not that

Nevada lacks strengths. It is that those strengths are spread across different regions,

while Minnesota offers a better chance of putting work, schools, healthcare, and small-

town or town-fringe living within one workable plan.

Factor Advantage
Employment for all Clear edge:
three workers Minnesota
K-12 schools Clear edge:
Minnesota

StateMatcher

Importance to you

Essential

High

Decision impact

Minneapolis-St. Paul
supports all three
occupations
together, and
Minnesota is
stronger for the
plumber and dentist
while offering the
lawyer a deeper
market. No
evaluated Nevada
metro supports
every essential
worker.

Minnesota offers
several promising
small-town or rural-
fringe districts across
the likely grade-2-
through-12 horizon.
Nevada's strongest
counterpoint is
Douglas.

What you give up
by choosing the
other state

Choosing Nevada
means accepting a
greater chance that
one worker will face
a thinner market, a
longer commute, or
a later job search.
Choosing Minnesota
may mean giving up
Nevada's more
favorable lawyer pay
range relative to the
$120,000 minimum.

Choosing Nevada
narrows the
supported school-

and-location choices.

Choosing Minnesota
means giving up the
chance to build
around Douglas if
that particular
Nevada area proves
especially appealing.
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Factor

Public safety

Healthcare and aging
in place

Housing and
everyday costs

StateMatcher

Advantage

Clear edge:
Minnesota
statewide

Clear edge:
Minnesota overall;
Nevada has
selected cost and
access strengths

Different strengths

Importance to you

High

High and rising

High

Decision impact

Minnesota was
below national rates
for violent crime,
property crime, and
homicide, while
Nevada was above
the national
benchmark on all
three. Local selection
can narrow the
difference, especially
in Boulder City.

Minnesota offers
more doctor and
specialist depth,
stronger advanced-
care backup, and a
better practical
safety net for
ongoing cardiology
needs. Nevada has
faster average
hospital access and
lower in-home
caregiver prices, but
continuity of care is
the bigger concern.

Minnesota's
statewide housing-
and-utilities
benchmark is $1,392
a month, compared
with $1,625 in
Nevada—a $233
monthly difference in
Minnesota's favor.
Nevada has the
lower statewide
transportation-price
signal. Groceries,
healthcare prices,
and discretionary
spending are roughly
even.

What you give up
by choosing the
other state

Choosing Nevada
gives up Minnesota'’s
stronger statewide
starting point and
requires more
careful community
selection. Choosing
Minnesota gives up
Boulder City if its
local setting is the
better personal fit.

Choosing Nevada
gives up provider
depth and easier
backup options.
Choosing Minnesota
gives up Nevada's
lower caregiver-price
signal and faster
average hospital
access.

Choosing Nevada
gives up Minnesota’s
housing advantage.
Choosing Minnesota
gives up Nevada's
lower transportation-
cost signal. Neither
statewide
benchmark replaces
an actual lease,
insurance quote, or
commute budget.
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Factor

Housing budget
ceiling

Insurance and total
ownership cost

Environmental
health

StateMatcher

Advantage

Both comfortably
satisfy the broad
requirement

Unresolved; neither
state has
established a win

Different strengths

Importance to you

High

High if buying

High because of
humidity and health
sensitivity

Decision impact

Both statewide
housing benchmarks
are below your
$3,000 monthly
ceiling. Minnesota
uses about 46% of
that ceiling and
Nevada about 54%,
leaving more room in
Minnesota before
other expenses.
These are statewide
figures across
occupied homes, not
quotes for the
homes you would
actually consider.

Minnesota appears
more affordable
overall, but neither
state has proven
lower insurance or
total property
carrying costs.
Winter and severe
storms matter in
Minnesota; cooling,
wildfire, earthquake,
water, and insurance
conditions matter in
Nevada.

Nevada has fewer
Unhealthy-or-worse
air days. Minnesota’s
broader healthcare
system provides
stronger backup if
environmental
conditions aggravate
a medical issue. The
provided comparison
does not establish
which climate will
feel better at the
exact communities
under consideration.

What you give up
by choosing the
other state

Either state keeps
the broad housing
target viable. The
main sacrifice in
Nevada is less
breathing room; the
main risk in both
states is assuming a
statewide median
will match a specific

property.

Choosing either state
without property-
specific quotes
means accepting an
important unknown
that could change
the apparent
housing advantage.

Choosing Minnesota
gives up Nevada's
advantage on the
worst monitored air
days. Choosing
Nevada gives up
Minnesota's stronger
medical backup and
leaves local heat,
smoke, and water
conditions to be
tested carefully.
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Factor

Small-town or rural
living with access to
work

Ability to change
course later

Community and civic
atmosphere

Advantage

Modest-to-clear
edge: Minnesota

Clear edge:
Minnesota

Unresolved

What this means for you

Importance to you

High

High near retirement

Low to moderate

Decision impact

Rochester-Byron
may offer a practical
balance of work,
schools, healthcare,
and town-fringe
living. Nevada's
choices are more
divided: Las Vegas-
Henderson-Boulder
City is stronger for
work access, while
Carson City-Douglas
better serves the
small-town and
school preference.

Minnesota offers
more ways to change
employers,
providers, training
paths, or residential
areas without
another interstate
move.

There is no fair
statewide winner.
The exact town will
matter more than a
statewide label.

What you give up
by choosing the
other state

Choosing Nevada
may force a sharper
compromise
between where you
want to live and
where all three
workers can find
suitable work.
Choosing Minnesota
gives up Nevada’s
distinct desert and
western-community
options.

Choosing Nevada
gives up some
flexibility if a job,
provider, school, or
community does not
work out. Choosing
Minnesota gives up
Nevada’s lower
public four-year
tuition signal and
lower in-home
caregiver prices.

No meaningful
statewide concession
can be identified yet;
this choice should
follow the practical
location decision
rather than drive it.

Minnesota’s lead is not based on winning every category. Nevada wins or competes well

on several individual costs and conveniences. Minnesota leads because its advantages

reinforce one another: the stronger shared job market can be paired with better-

supported schools, safer statewide conditions, deeper healthcare, and more fallback

options. That combination matters especially because local employment is necessary

now and retirement is close enough that healthcare and long-term flexibility cannot be

treated as distant concerns.
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Nevada becomes the better choice only if its particular advantages are worth accepting a
more complicated household plan. For example, a strong lawyer offer, a successful job
arrangement for the plumber and dentist, and a suitable home in or near Douglas or
Boulder City could materially improve Nevada’s case. Without that combination, Nevada

asks you to make more compromises on major priorities rather than minor preferences.

Is the premium buying something you value?

There is no reliable full-household cost total here showing that one state is universally
more expensive. The clearest premium is in the statewide housing benchmark: Nevada is
about $233 more per month than Minnesota. That extra housing cost is not clearly
buying stronger schools, safer statewide conditions, deeper healthcare, or a better
shared employment market—the things that matter most to your household. Nevada’s
lower transportation-price signal offsets part of the difference, but the the figures do not

support turning that signal into a monthly dollar amount.

That makes Minnesota’s lower housing benchmark more meaningful than a simple
bargain. It appears to buy more breathing room while also supporting more of your
priorities. Nevada’s premium could still be worthwhile if it secures a specific high-paying
job, the right Douglas or Boulder City home, easier environmental comfort, or lower
future caregiver costs. Until those benefits are tied to actual offers and an exact location,

however, Minnesota belongs above Nevada on your shortlist.
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SECTION 16

What to Verify Before Choosing

FINAL TIE-BREAKERS

What could actually change the answer?

These are not every loose end in the move. They are the small number of unresolved
facts that could materially change which state is the better fit.

Unresolved
condition

SWITCH POINT 1
One landing area
can realistically
combine three
careers, a small-
town or rural
home base, and a
suitable
assigned public
school

SWITCH POINT 2
Actual income,
taxes, housing,
and insurance
produce a
clearly better
annual balance

StateMatcher

Minnesota Nevada

Minnesota Nevada

Rochester-Byron or a A Las Vegas-Henderson-Boulder

Minneapolis-St. Paul fringe City or Carson City-Douglas

community works if written job  option works if actual employers,

terms, test commutes, and the test commutes, and the district

school district’s address lookup  boundary source show that all

confirm the full package. three workers and the student
can be served from one home
base.

Minnesota Nevada

Minnesota strengthens its lead if Nevada gains ground if written
written compensation and a local offers and actual recurring-cost

lease or ownership quote quotes leave the household with
preserve its statewide housing meaningfully more usable
advantage. Its benchmark is income despite the higher
$1,392 a month versus Nevada’s  statewide housing benchmark.
$1,625, a $233 difference that Separate every income source
gives Minnesota more room into gross and after-tax amounts,
before property-specific costs are then have the state tax treatment
added. checked.

Decision consequence

WHY IT COULD FLIP THE
CHOICE

This is the biggest
potential switch point.
Minnesota currently
offers the more
credible shared
market, while Nevada’s
strengths are divided
among regions. A
proven Nevada
package could narrow
or overturn that
advantage.

WHY IT COULD FLIP THE
CHOICE

A substantial Nevada
financial advantage
could justify accepting
its thinner shared job
market. If the results
are close, Minnesota’s
broader practical
strengths matter more
than a small estimated
difference.
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SWITCH POINT 3

Minnesota

Nevada

WHY IT COULD FLIP THE

The chosen Minnesota’s lead becomes harder Nevada becomes more CHOICE

healthcare to dislodge if the insurer and competitive if the exact network |
network can named providers confirm an in- —not merely a statewide average approaching and
provide network cardiologist, reasonable —confirms the same continuity ongoing cardiology
dependable appointment access, an near the proposed home, witha  matters, a weak local
cardi.ology, advanced-care hospital, and workable backup provider and network could rule out
:;is,fgl?,:’_;ﬁie Eﬁzz;lhcezil;f;’iet;age RELIELS Lo an otherwise attractive
support : community. Strong

Nevada confirmation
could materially
reduce one of its
largest disadvantages.
SWITCH POINT 4

Minnesota Nevada

WHY IT COULD FLIP THE

A suitable The Minnesota property works if The Nevada property works if the CHOICE

property will the landlord or HOA approves the same written approvals and Both states limit at
accept and dog in writing, the insurer insurance confirmation are least some local breed-
insure the confirms coverage without an obtained for the exact address. specific regulation, but
household’s exclusion, and local animal that does not override
large or control identifies no applicable private landlord, HOA
potel‘ltially dangerous-dog restriction. insurer, or breeO{- ’
;e:)sgtrlcted-hreed neutral dangerous-dog

rules. A denial could
eliminate the
community that
otherwise makes one
state’s plan work.

If you are still torn

Which sacrifice would be harder
to live with: Minnesota’s winter

1 Would you accept Nevada’s
greater chance of splitting work,

2 How large would Nevada’s 3
confirmed after-tax financial
school, and healthcare needs
across different regions in
exchange for the advantages
Nevada offers, or is keeping all
three workers in one practical
market more important?

advantage need to be before you
would willingly give up
Minnesota’s stronger statewide
safety, specialist depth, and
employment flexibility?

and winter-related property
demands, or Nevada’s need to
screen each address carefully
for cooling costs, wildfire,
earthquake, water, insurance,
and access to services?

Resolve the switch points first. If the evidence still leaves the states close, use the three
tie-breaker questions to decide which sacrifice or uncertainty you would rather live with.

Minnesota enters these checks with the stronger overall position. Its advantages in
shared employment, K-12 choices, statewide safety, healthcare depth, housing, and the
ability to change course later reinforce one another. Nevada can still make a serious case,
but it needs a specific community—not just the state in general—to prove that work,

school, healthcare, housing, and commute needs can coexist.
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The Regret Test

Picture the move two years later. The Minnesota regret would most likely be wishing you
had not accepted the colder climate or passed up Nevada’s faster average hospital access,
fewer Unhealthy-or-worse air days, and lower in-home caregiver prices. The Nevada
regret would be more structural: discovering that the preferred small-town setting
cannot also support all three careers, the assigned school, dependable cardiology, and

manageable commutes.

Your rent-first approach lowers both risks because it lets you test daily life before buying.
Even so, the Nevada sacrifice would generally be harder to repair without changing
regions or moving again. Minnesota offers more backup employers, providers, schools,

and residential choices within a workable overall plan.

Conditional preference: Minnesota. It remains the better choice unless Nevada
produces a specific, verified local package with viable work for all three workers, an
acceptable assigned school, dependable cardiology access, dog-compatible housing, and

a clearly stronger after-tax financial result.
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