
S T A T E M A T C H E R

Michigan U.S. State Deep Dive

This personalized Deep Dive examines Michigan as a place for your household to

live—whether that means moving there, staying there, or choosing among places

within the state—through your priorities, budget, taxes, work, healthcare needs,

housing and insurance risks, climate and environmental health, safety,

community and family infrastructure, state-law preferences, and preferred way

of life.
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D E C I S I O N  D A S H B O A R D

At a Glance

THE SHORT VERSION

Michigan at a glance

Here is the short version. The labels show what looks solid, what looks promising,

and what you should check before making a commitment. The rest of the report

explains the reasons and tradeoffs.

ANNUAL BREATHING ROOM MIXED

-$21,699 to $74,536
At the conservative end, the plan is about $21,699 short; at the favorable end, it leaves about $74,536 after
recurring household costs.

EMPLOYMENT PROMISING

2 work paths look workable · 1 could go either way
This shows how the household's local-work paths compare with their minimum income targets.

WHERE TO START LOOKING PROMISING

Detroit-Warren-Dearborn, MI
This is the metro where the household job search looks strongest so far. It is not a final neighborhood
recommendation.

Projected annual balance -$21,699 to $74,536

The vertical line is break-even. Left of it is a shortfall; right of it is money left over.

What looks good STRONG

Detroit-Warren-Dearborn, MI is the best place to start the household job search.

2 of the 3 work paths clearly appear able to meet their minimum income targets.

What could get in the way MIXED

The financial range is wide enough that this move could feel tight or comfortable depending on where actual

income and costs land.

At least one worker's estimated pay range could land above or below the minimum income target, so the

employment picture is promising but not settled.

What to check next VERIFY

Tighten the income and recurring-cost ranges before making a financial commitment.
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Check current local pay for any worker whose estimated pay range could land above or below the minimum

income target.

At a glance What it means for you

Overall read Michigan deserves further investigation, but the right
location must bring local work, everyday access, and
your small-town or rural preference together. The state
alone cannot settle that fit.

Financial outlook Mixed. The Location Advantage planning range runs
from $21,699 short per year to $74,536 left over per
year. It crosses break-even, so Michigan could provide
breathing room—or require changes to income or
spending.

Career that narrows location choices most Your adult child’s dentistry career. It limits
geographic flexibility more than the other careers in the
strongest common job-market lead; that does not
mean suitable work is unavailable.

What still needs to be settled Whether actual earnings, a locally priced budget, and
one practical home location support the move
together.

Decision gates

These are the few questions most capable of changing the conclusion.

Gate Current read What resolves it Decision consequence

Local work Promising leads, not
confirmed employment.
Your spouse’s minimum-
income requirement
remains uncertain.

Actual employment terms
and current licensing
determinations for your
plumbing work, your
spouse’s legal work, and
your adult child’s dentistry
work.

A shortfall could change
the region or timing.

Household budget The financial range
includes a substantial
shortfall.

Clear gross-versus-after-
tax income amounts,
actual spending, and local
rental and insurance
quotes.

An unaffordable result
would require a different
budget or a pause.

One workable home
location

A small-town or rural
address has not been
established as practical
for everyone.

Address-specific routes
for each worker, school
eligibility and current fit,
and usable healthcare
access under the
intended plan.

Access problems could
change the address or
residential setting.
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Top 3 strengths

Established occupational depth. Federal employment data show substantial plumbing

and legal employment in the strongest common market, giving you and your spouse more

employer choice than a narrow cluster would offer.

Strong major medical systems. Detroit–Ann Arbor offers substantial specialist and

hospital depth, making proximity to that regional resource a meaningful advantage.

Room to explore before buying. Your rent-first plan leaves you flexibility to learn how a

community actually works before making a longer-term housing commitment.

Top 3 concerns

Employment must work together. A good opportunity for one person is not enough if

another cannot secure suitable work nearby.

Affordability is not yet dependable. A favorable middle estimate should not become

permission to commit to costs the lower-income outcome cannot cover.

Rural living can carry an access tradeoff. Your spouse’s shorter commute preference and

Michigan’s uneven hospital access may narrow the locations that feel comfortable day to

day.

Michigan’s promise lies in combining established job markets with strong regional

medical resources—not in assuming those benefits reach every address equally.

Your rent-first approach is sensible for testing that combination while preserving

your preferred setting.
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S E C T I O N  1

Household Costs & Financial Baseline

Because local earnings matter to your household, Michigan is evaluated on

attainable occupation-specific income after taxes and necessary work costs,

compared with the realistic cost of living near usable employment.

The broad financial picture is moderate.

The biggest financial advantage: The estimate combines portable income with

likely local earnings, then asks two practical questions: how comfortably income

covers recurring costs and how much may be left over each year.

The main financial concern: Transportation burden is the weakest part of the

financial picture and deserves the most verification attention.

The recurring-cost screen is useful context, but the Financial Outlook is close to

break-even or crosses between surplus and shortfall. Small changes in household

income or recurring costs could change the result.

This is a recurring-cost screening view using the same income and cost

foundation. The Financial Outlook that follows gives the full after-tax annual

balance and income-to-cost figures.

Colorado vs. Michigan: Everyday Cost Comparison

This comparison keeps the same five familiar cost areas without pretending that

one statewide index can tell us your exact household spending. Housing &

Utilities gets a real dollar benchmark from the Census. The other four rows

remain statewide price-level signals until your actual spending or local quotes

support dollar amounts.

What the housing number means: It is the 2024 Census ACS median monthly

housing cost across occupied homes, whether rented or owned. That makes it

neutral when we do not yet know whether you will rent or buy. It is still a

statewide median—not a quote for your family, a particular number of bedrooms,

or a particular city or property.

Category Colorado reference Michigan
reference

Difference Direction

Housing & Utilities $1,862 $1,112 -$750 / -40% lower
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Category Colorado reference Michigan
reference

Difference Direction

Groceries 0.99× U.S. price level
— 1% lower than
the U.S. price level

0.96× U.S. price level
— 4% lower than
the U.S. price level

-3% similar

Transportation 1.16× U.S. price level
— 16% higher than
the U.S. price level

0.90× U.S. price level
— 10% lower than
the U.S. price level

-23% lower

Healthcare 0.99× U.S. price level
— 1% lower than
the U.S. price level

1.01× U.S. price level
— 1% higher than
the U.S. price level

+1% similar

Dining,
Entertainment &
Discretionary

0.99× U.S. price level
— 1% lower than
the U.S. price level

1.00× U.S. price level
— about the same
as the U.S. price
level

+1% similar

Sources and measurement limits: U.S. Census Bureau, 2024 American

Community Survey (ACS) one-year housing tables; U.S. Bureau of Economic

Analysis regional price parities and state personal consumption expenditures,

2024; StateMatcher-derived state cost-ratio methodology. The housing dollar figure

is an ACS occupied-home median. Groceries and discretionary rows are relative

cost signals; transportation uses a derived spending-based index, not a directly

measured transportation price index; healthcare uses a lower-confidence other-

services proxy, not a BEA healthcare-specific price index. The other four rows are

not dollar budgets or exact-address quotes.

Housing reality check:

Colorado: Census median monthly housing cost $1,862. Supporting checks: median gross

rent $1,822; median owner cost $1,901; $2,466 with a mortgage; $722 without a mortgage.

Occupied homes are about 66% owner-occupied and 34% renter-occupied.

Michigan: Census median monthly housing cost $1,112. Supporting checks: median gross

rent $1,168; median owner cost $1,077; $1,573 with a mortgage; $598 without a mortgage.

Occupied homes are about 74% owner-occupied and 27% renter-occupied.

Largest statewide differences:

Housing & Utilities is about 40% lower in Michigan than in Colorado ($1,112 versus $1,862

per month).
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Transportation has a statewide cost signal about 23% lower in Michigan than in Colorado.

Groceries has a broadly similar statewide cost signal in Michigan and Colorado.

How to use this comparison:

Use the Census housing number as a neutral statewide starting point while rent-versus-

buy is still unknown.

Once you narrow the move, replace it with the actual local housing path: gross rent and

utilities if renting; mortgage or cash carrying cost, property tax, homeowners insurance,

utilities, association fees, maintenance, and other property-specific costs if buying.

Read groceries, transportation, healthcare, and discretionary spending as relative

statewide cost signals, not monthly dollar budgets.

Do not add these rows into a second monthly total. The Financial Outlook owns the full

recurring household-cost range and annual balance.

Keep one-time moving and setup costs separate from recurring costs.

The recurring-cost estimate still needs to be reconciled against your actual

household bills. Statewide affordability is a useful starting point, but a stay-

versus-move decision should use the costs you would actually carry at the specific

address.

What to check next:

Your spouse: the minimum-income test remains unresolved because the current local

wage evidence does not establish a clear result.

Confirm actual housing, utility, grocery, transportation, healthcare, insurance, childcare,

debt, tax, and other recurring household costs before relying on the planning estimate.

Gather your current annual spending so you can compare what you spend now with what

you would likely spend at the destination.

Confirm each income source, state and federal tax treatment, benefits, housing,

insurance, transportation, business costs, and household spending before relying on the

planning estimate.
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S E C T I O N  2

Location Advantage: Your Financial Outlook

Money at a glance

The bands show the full planning ranges on a common scale. The balance band

uses a visible break-even line so you can see whether the planning range stays

above zero or crosses it.

After-tax
household
income

$109,822 to
$184,536

Recurring
household
costs

$110,000 to
$131,521

Projected
annual balance

-$21,699 to
$74,536

 Break-even is shown by the vertical line on the balance track.

Location Advantage: Your Financial Outlook in Michigan

Location Advantage is the opportunity to improve your standard of living while

reducing the cost burden required to support it.

Cost of living tells you what a place costs. Location Advantage asks what kind of

life those costs buy you—and how much financial room your household has left.

Location Advantage is financial evidence, not the overall relocation verdict. A

financial advantage cannot override healthcare, legal, safety, family, work,

climate, environmental, or other household must-haves.

Projected annual balance: -$21,699–$74,536

Your household income sources do not all have one clearly stated tax basis. Rather

than pretending all of the income is gross or all of it is already after tax,

StateMatcher shows a reasonable range for the possible tax treatment and

compares that after-tax planning range with full recurring household costs.
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Planning measure Current planning range

Household income entered (mixed or uncertain tax
treatment)

$144,660–$220,570

Estimated income available after tax $109,822–$184,536

Income-basis note Some income is gross, after tax, or not clearly classified.
StateMatcher shows a reasonable range for the
possible tax treatment instead of pretending the input
is all gross or all take-home pay.

Full estimated recurring household costs $110,000–$131,521

Income-to-Cost Ratio 0.84–1.68

Projected annual balance -$21,699–$74,536

How the range is built: the conservative end pairs lower estimated after-tax

household income with higher recurring costs, while the favorable end pairs

higher estimated after-tax income with lower recurring costs. These are planning

boundaries, not predictions that either endpoint will occur.

Planning estimate, not guaranteed savings or disposable income. These ranges do

not assume future salary growth, investment returns, inflation compounding,

home appreciation, future tax-law changes, or household changes. A larger

estimated surplus does not determine the overall relocation verdict and cannot

override healthcare, safety, legal, family, work, or other hard constraints.

Why gross income, taxes, and after-tax income do not subtract endpoint by

endpoint: these are planning ranges built from income sources that can have

different tax treatment. Read the low and high values as scenario boundaries

rather than three rows that should be mechanically subtracted from one another.

How this was calculated

Household income included in this analysis: the continuing income you

provided with mixed or unresolved tax basis, destination-dependent gross

earnings

Taxes included: personal taxes on destination-dependent gross earnings, scenario

range for unresolved before-tax / after-tax treatment

Tax component Estimated range

Federal income tax $12,036–$20,836
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Tax component Estimated range

Employee Social Security & Medicare $10,326–$12,621

Self-employment tax Not separately estimated here

State income tax $4,734–$6,434

Local income-tax planning estimate $216–$280

Estimated personal taxes included $27,312–$40,171

A $0 tax line should be read as $0 only when that component was actually included

in this tax estimate. Otherwise the table says “Not separately estimated here.”

Recurring cost categories included in this estimate: Housing, Utilities, Food,

Transportation, Healthcare and insurance, Childcare when applicable,

Professional licensing and necessary work costs, Other household-specific

recurring expenses supported by the questionnaire.

Tax items not fully priced:

State-specific credits, phaseouts, additions, subtractions, source-specific

exclusions, and other special tax rules may change the final result and should be

confirmed before relying on the estimate.

Verify before relying on the estimate:

Your spouse: the minimum-income test remains unresolved because the current local pay

information does not establish a clear result.

Confirm actual housing, utility, grocery, transportation, healthcare, insurance, childcare,

debt, tax, and other recurring household costs before relying on the planning estimate.

Use a local housing quote and local insurance quote because statewide ratios cannot

represent neighborhood, property, household, or plan-specific variation.

Treat the healthcare cost comparison as a general guide because BEA does not publish a

healthcare-specific regional price parity.

How to read these numbers:

StateMatcher starts with the household income this report expects you to have

after taxes. It then compares that amount with the full range of recurring
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household costs shown above. The Income-to-Cost Ratio uses those same income

and cost estimates.

Taxes are included only when the information you provided and the available tax

data let StateMatcher estimate them with reasonable support. The annual range is

a planning boundary based on the income and recurring-cost ranges above, not a

prediction of what you will actually save.

This financial picture is one part of the decision, not the final answer. Healthcare,

safety, legal issues, family needs, work, and other must-have requirements can

matter more than a larger amount of money left over.
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S E C T I O N  3

Taxes,  Retirement Income & Financial Structure

Michigan’s retirement-tax treatment is encouraging for your longer-term plans,

but it does not make income tax disappear while you and your spouse still rely on

earnings. The clearest advantage is that Michigan does not tax Social Security

benefits at the state level. Other retirement-income treatment is also very

favorable for planning purposes, although the treatment of a particular pension or

account withdrawal depends on the source and applicable rules.

For you, the important distinction is between income that continues after a move

and income that receives favorable tax treatment. Those are not necessarily the

same thing. Remote earnings, pension payments, investment gains, and

retirement-account withdrawals need to be considered separately rather than

treated as one tax-free income stream.

Income tax while you are still working

Michigan has a state income tax. What you ultimately owe depends on taxable

income after the applicable deductions, credits, and adjustments—not simply on

the amount deposited into your bank account. The applicable filing-year rate and

those adjustments need to be checked against current Michigan Department of

Treasury guidance before turning the planning estimate into a filing calculation.

Local income tax is a separate question. Your eventual residence and work

municipality can affect whether a city income tax applies. Because neither

location is confirmed, no particular local tax obligation can yet be assigned to you

or your spouse. This matters when comparing take-home pay: a compensation

figure alone does not settle how much will remain after state and applicable local

taxes.

Location-independent work also deserves attention. Moving does not

automatically preserve its existing tax treatment. Residence, where the work is

performed, and whether the income is wages or business income can change

withholding and filing obligations. If any work is self-employment, that requires a

separate review rather than assuming it is treated like employee pay.
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Social Security, pensions, and retirement accounts

Income source Michigan planning treatment Practical meaning

Social Security benefits Not taxed by Michigan State income tax will not reduce
these benefits, though federal tax
treatment is a separate matter.

Pensions and other retirement
income

Very favorable, subject to source-
specific rules

Qualifying income can receive
favorable treatment, but not every
payment or withdrawal should be
assumed exempt.

Capital gains Generally taxable Selling investments can create
taxable income even when other
retirement income receives
favorable treatment.

The strongest retirement conclusion is therefore favorable but specific: Michigan

protects Social Security from state income tax and offers favorable treatment for

qualifying retirement income. It is not a blanket exemption for everything you

might use to fund retirement.

Your continuing income includes sources with different tax treatment. Before

relying on a more precise tax estimate, the useful next step is to separate that

income by recipient and source, and clarify whether each amount is before or

after tax. Pension-plan information and retirement-account distribution details

would then allow a tax professional to determine which Michigan deductions or

exemptions apply. The reported Social Security income also needs to be tied to its

actual recipient and benefit type; its presence alone does not establish that either

you or your spouse is receiving retirement benefits.

Property taxes and your housing plans

Because you plan to rent first while investigating the area, property taxes initially

matter mainly as part of the cost of providing rental housing rather than as a bill

you necessarily pay directly. Michigan’s property-tax burden and available relief

are covered in the property-tax comparison accompanying this chapter.

If you later consider buying, the tax cost becomes a direct carrying expense

alongside insurance, maintenance, and utilities. That changes how retirement-tax

advantages translate into everyday affordability: favorable treatment of income

can help, but it does not remove the ongoing cost of the home. No property-tax
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relief should be counted as money available to spend until your eligibility is

established.

Gifts, estates, and inheritances

Michigan does not impose a separate state estate tax. Michigan does not impose

a separate state gift tax. Michigan does not impose a separate state inheritance

tax.

That simplifies the Michigan side of transferring assets during life or at death. It

does not resolve federal tax exposure, possible obligations involving another state,

or whether your estate documents and beneficiary designations accomplish what

you and your spouse intend. Those questions depend on your assets, ownership

arrangements, and legal residence—not just marital status.

What could change the tax picture

The most important unresolved issue is how your continuing income is divided

among wages, benefits, retirement distributions, investments, and any business

income. The other is where you will legally reside and work during the move year.

Domicile means your permanent legal home; establishing it and the actual move

date helps determine which state returns may be required.

The income-tax information used here is labeled for 2026 and was verified through

August 2, 2026; the property-tax and relief information is labeled for 2024. Current

official guidance should settle the filing-year rules, while a tax professional can

apply them to your income sources and relocation facts. This is general planning

information, not an individualized tax return or estate-planning opinion. The

Financial Outlook remains the place to assess the overall financial result; this

chapter explains the tax rules that could change how that result works in practice.

Property taxes: state backdrop and local position

Across Michigan counties, the statewide screening benchmark is about $1,000 a

year for every $100,000 of owner-occupied home value, with a typical county bill

of about $1,940. This benchmark is the median of the effective property-tax rates

across 83 counties, rather than a rate calculated by pooling every home in the

state. The tax-to-home-value benchmark ranks 36th-lowest among the states and

Washington, D.C.

Property-tax burden also varies meaningfully within Michigan. In the current

statewide county dataset, the lower end is about $660 per $100,000 in Leelanau
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County, while the higher end is about $1,760 per $100,000 in Ingham County. Those

are county screening bounds, not promises about a particular parcel.

The statewide figures are orientation only. When a supported county or municipal

benchmark is available for a serious location, that local benchmark should take

priority over the state median for household planning.

Program-level exemptions, credits, rebates, deferrals, and other relief can change

an individual bill, but they are household- and locality-specific and are not

included in these burden benchmarks. The exact parcel tax statement remains the

final authority for a home-specific decision.

Tax status at a glance

Income tax: Michigan has a broad individual income tax.

Social Security: Michigan does not tax Social Security benefits at the state level.

Retirement income: Other retirement income is currently described as very favorable in

Michigan; treatment can vary by source and taxpayer circumstances.

Gift tax: Michigan does not impose a separate state-level gift tax.

Estate tax: Michigan does not impose a separate state-level estate tax.

Inheritance tax: Michigan does not impose a separate state-level inheritance tax.

Capital gains: Michigan generally taxes capital gains under its state income tax rules;

household-specific exclusions and filing-year rules should be verified.

Local income tax: Some Michigan cities impose a local income tax. Confirm whether the

city where you live or work imposes one and how its resident or nonresident rules apply

before relying on the household tax estimate.

These are statewide tax starting points. Before making a move or tax decision,

confirm the rules for the filing year, including rates, thresholds, exemptions,

residency rules, local taxes, and how they apply to your household.
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S E C T I O N  4

Social Security,  Medicare & Federal Benefits Timeline

HOUSEHOLD TIMELINE

Federal benefits milestones on your horizon

The line below puts each adult's major federal retirement and Medicare

milestones in one place. These are planning dates, not proof of eligibility or a

recommendation about when to claim benefits.

You

Your spouse

Household
timing

Your Medicare age-65 milestones are 5 years, 8 months, and 10 days apart, so the household may need
to plan two separate healthcare transitions rather than assume Medicare begins for both adults at the
same time.

Federal ages are planning milestones. For Social Security retirement, 40 work credits usually means at least about 10 years of work
covered by Social Security because no more than four credits can be earned per year. Credits help establish eligibility; they do not
determine the benefit amount. Eligibility, enrollment status, and the best claiming strategy still require individual verification.

Age 62
Social Security

You are 9 years, 11 months,
and 23 days away from age

62.

Age 65
Medicare

You are 12 years, 11 months,
and 23 days away from age

65.

Age 67
Full retirement age

You are 14 years, 11 months,
and 23 days away from age

67.

Age 70
Delayed-claiming ceiling

You are 17 years, 11 months,
and 23 days away from age

70.

Age 62
Social Security

Your spouse is 15 years, 8
months, and 2 days away

from age 62.

Age 65
Medicare

Your spouse is 18 years, 8
months, and 2 days away

from age 65.

Age 67
Full retirement age

Your spouse is 20 years, 8
months, and 2 days away

from age 67.

Age 70
Delayed-claiming ceiling

Your spouse is 23 years, 8
months, and 2 days away

from age 70.
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These age-based federal benefit milestones are calculated from the dates of birth

you provided. For younger households they are long-range planning markers; for

households closer to age 62 or 65 they may affect near-term relocation, healthcare,

and cash-flow planning. They do not establish actual entitlement, benefit

amounts, enrollment status, or the best claiming strategy.

The timeline above brings the age-62, Medicare-age-65, full-retirement-age, and

age-70 milestones together in one place. The discussion below focuses on what

those federal milestones mean for this household in the destination state.

Why these dates matter in Michigan

Your federal benefits milestones are long-range planning markers, not an

immediate enrollment deadline. For a move to Michigan, the practical question is

how work, healthcare coverage, and retirement income will fit together over time.

Michigan’s current retirement-tax treatment is encouraging, but you and your

spouse will reach Medicare age at different times. That makes continued coverage

for the younger spouse an important part of the eventual retirement budget.

What the milestones mean

The benefits timeline shows four different turning points. Age 62 is generally the

earliest age to begin Social Security retirement benefits if eligible. Full retirement

age—67 for both you and your spouse—is the age used to determine an

unreduced retirement benefit. Starting earlier generally reduces the monthly

amount; delaying beyond full retirement age can increase it until age 70, when

increases for delayed claiming generally stop. These dates explain the choices

available; they do not identify the best claiming age for either of you.

Eligibility also depends on your records, not just your birthdays. Retirement

benefits based on your own work generally require 40 Social Security work

credits. These are eligibility credits earned through work covered by Social

Security, usually over at least about 10 years because no more than four credits

can be earned each year. Credits establish eligibility, not the benefit amount. Each

adult’s official Social Security earnings record and benefit estimates are the

shortest way to clarify that distinction. Eligibility for a benefit based on a spouse’s

record is a separate question.
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Because continued earnings matter to your plans, claiming before full retirement

age while still working deserves particular attention. Earnings can affect benefit

payments under federal rules. Michigan’s exemption for Social Security does not

remove those federal rules or determine federal income-tax treatment.

Two separate healthcare transitions

Your Medicare age-65 milestones are 5 years, 8 months, and 10 days apart. In

everyday terms, you could reach Medicare age while your spouse still needs other

coverage for almost six more years. Your Medicare transition would not

automatically provide Medicare coverage for your spouse.

That gap matters if retirement or a job change ends coverage that currently serves

both of you. Michigan’s federally facilitated Marketplace and expanded Medicaid

program provide possible coverage paths, subject to eligibility. The cost of

covering your spouse during that interval would need to remain in the budget

rather than disappear when you reach 65. Age alone does not establish Medicare

entitlement, enrollment, or premium arrangements.

What Michigan changes—and what it does not

The tax chapter’s favorable conclusion means that, under current Michigan rules,

Social Security can contribute to retirement cash flow without state income tax on

those benefits. Qualifying retirement-income relief may also help. Those are

useful planning advantages, but today’s rules are not a promise about the tax law

in effect when either of you reaches these milestones.

Medicare also changes how care is paid for, not where care is available. Detroit–

Ann Arbor offers substantial medical-system depth, while your preference for a

small town or rural area makes access to regional care especially important. At

each transition, the relevant question will be whether the coverage arrangement

works with the clinicians and hospitals you actually use, within a manageable trip

from home.

For now, the sensible emphasis is on understanding both earnings records and

preserving room in the Financial Outlook for two distinct healthcare transitions—

not choosing a claiming age or treating future Medicare coverage as a settled

household expense.
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S E C T I O N  5

Public Safety & Local Fit

Public safety at a glance

Safety Watch: 2.8 out of 5 stars — Mixed

How to read it: Higher is more favorable.

Safety Watch is a screening score built from violent crime, property crime, and

homicide compared with the FBI national baseline, with violent crime carrying

the most weight.

It is not a probability that you will be a crime victim and it is not a neighborhood

rating.

Violent crime: 416.2 per 100,000 vs. 327.6 nationally — 27% higher than the U.S. rate.

Property crime: 1258.5 per 100,000 vs. 1534.8 nationally — 18% lower than the U.S. rate.

Homicide: 4.4 per 100,000 vs. 4.1 nationally — 7% higher than the U.S. rate.

*FBI Reported Crimes in the Nation, 2025 (Crime in the United States tables).

Statewide rates are a starting point, not a neighborhood-level conclusion.*

Michigan’s public-safety picture is mixed, so the important choice is not simply

whether to live in Michigan.

It is which community, home, and daily routes can support your work needs and

your child’s school years.

Your plan to rent first gives you room to investigate those connections without

treating an attractive district or community as the whole answer.

Statewide safety picture

The statewide Safety Watch assessment is Mixed.

The FBI’s 2025 comparison points in different directions: Michigan has higher

violent-crime and homicide rates than the United States overall, but lower

property-crime rates.

The lower property-crime rate is encouraging, but it does not cancel out the more

serious violent-crime concern.

StateMatcher 20/70



These are statewide patterns, not estimates of your personal chance of becoming a

victim.

They support careful local screening rather than either dismissing Michigan or

assuming that every community shares the statewide picture.

Local conditions matter more to the housing decision

Detroit and Traverse City illustrate why city and metro evidence need to remain

separate.

Their city and wider metro crime pictures differ materially.

A metro average describes a broader area; it cannot tell you what happens around

a particular apartment building, parking area, or route home.

That distinction matters because local work remains part of your plans.

A community with an appealing safety picture is not automatically a practical

residential choice if it puts work, school, or healthcare too far away.

Employment centers should help define the area you investigate, not

automatically determine where you live.

For a serious housing candidate, the useful next layer is current information from

the responsible local police agency, paired with the property’s building access,

lighting, and parking arrangements.

Comparable crime rates are more useful than raw offense totals, which can make a

larger jurisdiction look worse simply because more people live there.

School District Leads to Investigate

District / school
lead

Setting High-school signal Fit with your
setting

Why investigate /
caution

Iosco RESA Specific residential
setting not
established in this
comparison

No high-school
performance
conclusion available

Fit remains
unresolved

A specialized
education agency
rather than a
straightforward
neighborhood-
district choice.

Its programs and your child’s eligibility need to form a workable pathway before it

can guide housing.
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Achieve Charter
Academy

Specific residential
setting not
established in this
comparison

Elementary/middle
lead; a separate
high-school
pathway is needed

Fit remains
unresolved

A charter option
worth considering
for the earlier
grades.

Admission is separate from residential assignment, and academic strength in

those grades does not settle the high-school transition.

Your preference is small-town or rural living.

That should shape the school-and-housing search from the beginning, rather than

choosing a school first and accepting whatever setting surrounds it.

A stronger suburban option can still deserve consideration, but only with a clear

understanding of the lifestyle and travel tradeoff.

With your child estimated to be six, the likely planning horizon begins around

grade 1 and extends through grade 12.

The starting grade still depends on timing and placement.

This makes continuity important: an appealing elementary or middle-school

option is not, by itself, a complete school plan.

The academic information behind these leads is historical, drawn from a 2014–

2018 results series.

It can help identify questions worth asking, but it cannot establish current

performance or school safety.

Historical grade coverage and current enrollment access are also different

questions.

A district or school lead does not establish which high school serves a

particular home. Official exact-address assignment confirmation—or charter

admission confirmation—would settle that question.
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For your preferred setting, the best residential choice is one that brings together a

credible school pathway, suitable housing, and workable travel to each person’s

actual workplace.

What could change this read

Two answers would make this chapter much more decisive: current

neighborhood-level safety information for a serious housing candidate, and a

confirmed school pathway for that address.

School-level incident reporting, bullying and harassment procedures, student

support, and emergency practices deserve their own review; academic results do

not prove that a school is safe or unsafe.
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S E C T I O N  6

Healthcare & Treatment Access

Healthcare at a glance

Health Watch: 2.3 out of 5 stars — Mixed

Hospital quality: About average. 3.1 out of 5 stars — 3% below the U.S. average of

3.2 out of 5 stars.

Hospital access: Somewhat weak. About 16.0 minutes to the nearest eligible

general hospital, on average statewide — about 3.1 minutes longer than the U.S.

average of 12.9 minutes.

Doctor availability: About average. 309 physicians per 100,000 — 4.4% more

physicians than the U.S. average of 296 physicians per 100,000.

Hospital capacity: Good. 2.49 acute-care beds per 1,000 residents — 7% more beds

than the U.S. average of 2.32 acute-care beds per 1,000 residents.

These statewide measures describe the broad healthcare picture. They do not

predict what will happen at a particular doctor’s office or hospital.

Overall picture

Michigan’s Health Watch score is 2.3 out of 5 stars — Mixed. The clearest statewide

strength is hospital capacity. The main statewide caution is hospital access. These

statewide measures describe the broad healthcare landscape. Your actual

experience still depends on the hospitals, clinicians, insurance networks,

medications, and travel routes available where you live.

Health Watch details

What we looked at Michigan Compared with the U.S. Why it matters

Hospital quality 3.1 out of 5 stars About average. 3% below
the U.S. average of 3.2 out
of 5 stars

Hospital quality is broadly
typical, so the particular
hospital and specialty
program matter more
than the statewide
average.
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What we looked at Michigan Compared with the U.S. Why it matters

Hospital access about 16.0 minutes to the
nearest eligible general
hospital, on average
statewide

Somewhat weak. About
3.1 minutes longer than
the U.S. average of 12.9
minutes

Reaching a general
hospital can take longer,
especially outside the
main population centers,
so location matters more
when timely care is
important.

Doctor availability 309 physicians per
100,000

About average. 4.4% more
physicians than the U.S.
average of 296 physicians
per 100,000

Physician supply per
resident is close to the
national norm. That does
not tell you whether a
nearby practice is
accepting new patients,
takes your insurance, or
offers the specialty you
need.

Hospital capacity 2.49 acute-care beds per
1,000 residents

Good. 7% more beds than
the U.S. average of 2.32
acute-care beds per 1,000
residents

There are more acute-
care beds per resident
than the national norm.
That is a favorable
capacity signal, not a
measure of current
occupancy or a promise
that a particular hospital
will have an open bed.

The broader healthcare picture

The Health Watch score gives the headline. These additional statewide measures

fill in more of what healthcare in Michigan looks like compared with the country

as a whole.

Primary care

Primary-care shortage severity — About average: the median shortage-area severity

score is 15.0, compared with 16.0 across states and D.C. Lower scores mean less severe

shortage pressure; this puts the state a little less severe than the national middle.

Mental-health care

Mental-health shortage severity — Good: the median shortage-area severity score is 15.0,

compared with 17.0 across states and D.C. Lower scores mean less severe shortage

pressure; this puts the state a little less severe than the national middle.
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Psychologist availability — Somewhat weak: about 58.6 per 100,000 residents, compared

with a U.S. average of 74.5. That is 21% below the U.S. average.

Mental-health counselor availability — Somewhat weak: about 109.5 per 100,000

residents, compared with a U.S. average of 126.7. That is 14% below the U.S. average.

Mental-health social-worker availability — Very good: about 50.6 per 100,000 residents,

compared with a U.S. average of 36.9. That is 37% above the U.S. average.

Emergency care

Emergency-service hospital availability — Below average availability: about 1.17 per

100,000 residents, compared with a U.S. average of 1.30. That is 10% below the U.S.

average. This tells you how many emergency-service hospitals exist, not how quickly you

can reach one.

The rest of this chapter turns these statewide comparisons into ordinary-life

questions about practical access, continuity, and the healthcare priorities relevant

to this household. A statewide average cannot tell you the exact doctor, hospital,

wait time, or travel distance you will encounter locally.

Overall picture

Michigan is promising if you can connect your preferred residential setting to a

workable local care network. Detroit–Ann Arbor stands out for major-system and

specialist depth. The opposing concern is geographic variation: living somewhere

that feels right may still mean traveling farther for appointments, testing, or

advanced care.

The statewide healthcare findings reviewed August 2, 2026 support investigating

Michigan’s medical resources. They do not settle which location will work for you,

your spouse, and your child. The most useful distinction is between care available

somewhere in the state and care you can actually reach, book, and use through

your insurance.

The broader healthcare picture

Advanced and specialist care. Detroit–Ann Arbor’s major-system depth is

Michigan’s clearest healthcare strength here. It offers a regional resource for more

complex care, but organizational breadth does not establish every specialty,

trauma capability, or appointment opening.

StateMatcher 26/70



Primary care and rural access. Rural shortage concerns deserve real weight in

your location decision. A long drive for occasional specialist care may be

manageable; the same drive for routine appointments or laboratory work can

become a recurring burden. The resilience of individual rural services, including

their ability to maintain care locally rather than transfer patients, remains a local

question.

Emergency care. The nearest emergency department and the hospital equipped

for advanced emergency treatment may not be the same facility. Weather, road

conditions, ambulance response, and transfer arrangements can matter as much

as distance on a map. No address-specific emergency travel time is established yet.

Care for your child. Routine pediatric access belongs in your local healthcare

assessment. A children’s hospital elsewhere in Michigan would not, by itself,

establish a nearby pediatric practice or convenient access to a particular service.

What this means for you

Your strongest healthcare option is not necessarily living closest to the best-

known hospital. It is finding a location where routine care is practical, regional

specialists are within a tolerable trip, and emergency backup is credible. That

balance matters especially with the Financial Outlook close to break-even:

repeated travel and plan-specific out-of-pocket costs could reduce the room in

your budget.

No medication list, named clinician, or treatment-specific requirement is

established here. If you or your spouse have ongoing care to carry forward,

continuity depends on more than transferring insurance. A receiving clinician

must be accepting patients, the exact plan must cover the relevant providers and

testing, and the pharmacy must be able to fill any continuing prescriptions. The

plan’s covered-drug list and any prior authorization—approval required before

certain care or medicines are covered—can affect whether treatment continues

without interruption.

For continuing therapy, procedures, equipment, or home-based services, the

additional question is who will provide them locally and at the required

frequency. Those details remain conditional rather than confirmed household

needs.
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What could change this read

Two answers would make Michigan’s healthcare promise much more concrete:

A usable local network: the insurer’s exact-plan information and receiving practices

agree that routine care, any needed specialists, testing, and pharmacy services are

covered and available to new patients.

A workable care geography: a prospective location provides tolerable appointment travel

and a credible emergency fallback, including access to advanced care when a transfer is

necessary.

The separate Medicare transitions described in the benefits timeline add one

coverage consequence: your transition will not resolve your spouse’s coverage or

provider access. Each person’s plan needs to remain usable during that change.
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S E C T I O N  7

Housing,  Insurance & Total Occupancy Risk

Housing Market History: Buying vs. Renting Context

Home-value appreciation is one of the important factors to consider when

deciding whether to buy or rent. All else being equal, buying tends to look more

attractive when home values are rising because an owner has the opportunity to

build equity through appreciation as well as through paying down a mortgage.

When values are flat or falling, that potential advantage is weaker and the risk of

selling for less than expected matters more. Past appreciation does not guarantee

future gains, but recent and longer-term history helps show what kind of housing-

market environment a buyer would be entering.

Over the past 10 years, home values in Michigan changed by about 109.1%,

compared with about 95.3% nationally using the matching FHFA series. In plain

English, home values here rose faster than the national comparison over that

period.

The recent pace has cooled noticeably. Home values changed by about 3.8% in the

latest year, compared with an annualized pace of roughly 6.8% over the past five

years and 7.7% over the past decade. This does not predict what happens next, but

it shows that the latest year has been much softer than the longer history. Across

the 1-, 5-, and 10-year windows, Michigan has risen faster than the matching U.S.

FHFA comparison. Past outperformance should not be treated as a promise that

the same pattern will continue.

Michigan: historical change compared with the matching U.S. FHFA series

Period Local home-value
change

Matching U.S. change Local minus U.S.

1-year 3.8% 2.1% +1.7 points

5-year 38.8% 33.4% +5.4 points

10-year 109.1% 95.3% +13.8 points
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Time horizon matters too. As a practical rule of thumb, buying tends to make

more sense when you expect to remain in the home for at least about 7 to 10 years.

A longer stay gives appreciation and mortgage paydown more time to work in

your favor and spreads the substantial costs of buying and later selling—such as

closing costs, commissions, moving costs, and other transaction expenses—over

more years. A shorter expected stay generally makes renting more competitive

because it preserves flexibility and avoids taking on those costs for a relatively

brief period.

Source: Federal Housing Finance Agency, FHFA House Price Index. A matching

metro-level FHFA series was not available for the locations being considered, so

this comparison uses Michigan statewide history.

Past performance does not guarantee future results. Home values may rise more

slowly, stay flat, or fall in the future. StateMatcher is not telling you to buy or rent.

Buying or renting is a personal decision, and this information is provided only to

help you understand the housing-market history shown here.

Pets, Housing & Insurance

Your household may relocate with a large or potentially restricted-breed dog or

dogs. Pet rules can affect which homes are realistically available, what an insurer

will cover, and what must be checked before signing a lease or buying a property.

Large or potentially restricted-breed dog

The statewide atlas does not establish a broad state prohibition on local breed-

specific dog rules. A city or county may therefore require separate current review,

along with breed-neutral dangerous-dog, housing, HOA, and insurer rules.

For a finalist property, verify:

candidate city/county breed-specific and dangerous-dog ordinance

landlord/HOA animal restrictions

homeowners/renters insurer dog underwriting or exclusions
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Assistance animals and housing restrictions

Federal fair-housing law may require a housing provider to make a reasonable

accommodation to an ordinary pet restriction for a disability-related assistance

animal, including an animal that provides emotional support. An assistance

animal is not treated as an ordinary pet for this analysis.

This is a conditional housing-rights point, not an assumption that anyone in the

household has a disability or that the animal qualifies. If an accommodation could

matter, verify the exact property's reasonable-accommodation process before

relying on it.

Michigan’s lower statewide housing costs are encouraging for your plan to rent

first while exploring the area, with a possible purchase within three years. The

catch is that a less expensive home is not necessarily a less expensive—or more

workable—place to live. Your small-town or rural preference needs to fit the same

location as work, your child’s education, and healthcare access.

Because the Financial Outlook crosses break-even, the costs attached to a

particular property could change the result. Housing deserves close attention

here, not simply because it is a large bill, but because several smaller charges can

turn an attractive advertised price into an uncomfortable monthly commitment.

Statewide picture: encouraging prices, mixed insurance pressure

The available statewide housing comparison points toward lower costs, but it does

not describe current rental listings, purchase inventory, or the payment on a

particular home. Regional differences remain substantial, so the practical

question is what suitable housing costs in the places that support your daily life.

Michigan’s homeowners-insurance picture is also mixed. Premium pressure is

comparatively low, and the market is generally functioning. However, nonrenewal

pressure is above the middle of the state comparison. That means the favorable

price picture comes with a less reassuring record of insurers declining to continue

some existing policies. It does not establish widespread carrier withdrawals or a

statewide availability crisis.

Insurance price and insurability answer different questions. The premium is

what coverage costs; insurability is whether a carrier will offer or renew suitable
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coverage at all. A manageable premium does little good if the property cannot

qualify for the policy you need.

These homeowners findings do not tell you what renters insurance will cost or

whether a particular renter policy is available. Your rental decision needs its own

current coverage information.

Regional and property differences: where savings can disappear

A lower-cost rural rental may suit your preferred setting while creating more

driving or fewer practical service options. A strong employment center can

anchor the search without becoming the place you must live. The housing choice

works only if each worker’s commute is acceptable and the address supports your

child’s education and usable healthcare access.

For insurance, building condition and location can matter more than the

statewide picture. Older-building issues or hazard exposure may complicate

coverage, but the available information does not identify a comprehensive map of

difficult-to-insure properties. Roof condition, claims history, and required repairs

or protective measures are questions for the insurer reviewing the actual home—

not reasons to rule out an entire community.

Total occupancy cost: rent first, preserve the purchase option

Housing stage Costs that matter beyond the advertised price

Renting first Renter-paid utilities and heating fuel, recurring
property charges, lease insurance requirements, and
your own renters coverage

A possible later purchase Mortgage payments or cash carrying costs, property
taxes, homeowners insurance, utilities, association fees
where applicable, and maintenance

For a rental, the lease should make clear which bills belong to you and which are

included in rent. That distinction is especially important when comparing

properties with different heating arrangements or utility responsibilities. Moving

and setup expenses should remain separate from the recurring cost comparison.

For a later purchase, the property-tax figure and insurance terms need to reflect

your proposed ownership, rather than relying only on an advertisement or the

current owner’s expenses. Renting first gives you time to learn what the area

StateMatcher 32/70



actually costs without assuming that buying within three years will necessarily be

the right choice.

Coverage terms and fallback options

A quote is more useful when it comes with the coverage details. A deductible is

the amount you pay toward a covered claim; an exclusion is a loss the policy does

not cover. Either can leave you with a substantial expense despite an affordable

premium.

The available information does not establish standard Michigan deductible

amounts, blanket exclusions, or mandatory separate policies. Whether a property

needs additional coverage must be settled through its proposed policy terms. For a

condominium or association-governed property, the association’s insurance and

your own policy also need to fit together, including responsibility for applicable

deductibles.

If ordinary-market homeowners coverage is unavailable, MBPIA may provide a

fallback route. Its current eligibility, price, and coverage limits still need

checking; its existence is not proof that a particular property has an affordable,

adequate alternative.

What could change this read

The decisive facts are the rental’s actual utility and recurring-charge

responsibilities, a current renter-specific quote, and whether the location works

for daily life. Before any later purchase commitment, a written exact-address

insurance quote and coverage terms—alongside the property’s condition and

expected tax bill—would show whether apparent savings survive ownership. A

major coverage restriction or repair requirement could overturn the affordability

of an otherwise appealing home.
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S E C T I O N  8

Climate,  Hazards & Environmental Resilience

Your small-town or rural preference can work in Michigan, but dependable

shelter, heat, and road access deserve as much attention as the setting itself. The

important question is not simply whether a place experiences severe weather. It is

whether you, your spouse, and your child can stay safe and keep daily life

manageable when weather interrupts power, travel, or building services.

The statewide information points to severe storms and cold winters as practical

planning concerns. It does not yet support a comparison among destination

counties. With no confirmed destination locality, there is no sound basis for

calling one prospective community safer than another or assigning a local storm

frequency. County information will narrow that question once you identify

realistic locations; the building and its access routes will determine much of your

actual exposure.

Severe weather: the building matters

For your rent-first plan, storm resilience is partly a question of what the property

provides. A suitable shelter area, a well-maintained roof with documented

protective materials, sound exterior finishes, protected openings, and a sturdy

garage door can matter more than the building’s age alone. Nearby trees and their

condition also deserve attention because damage around a building can interrupt

access or utilities even when the living space remains usable.

Renting shifts some repair responsibilities to the landlord, but it does not remove

the consequences of a damaged home. You could still face damaged belongings,

temporary displacement, or days without normal services. That is the climate-

related reason to understand the division between landlord coverage and your

own insurance—not another reason to repeat the broader insurance comparison.

For a property under serious consideration, written coverage terms and a building

professional’s assessment can settle consequential questions that a statewide

hazard screen cannot.

Winter resilience is about ordinary routines

Cold-weather planning should focus on continuity rather than a disaster checklist.

A home that is comfortable in normal winter conditions may be much harder to
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live in if heating stops or the road becomes difficult to use. Heating arrangements,

maintenance responsibilities, and any documented backup provisions therefore

belong in the assessment of a prospective rental.

For you, road maintenance has several distinct consequences: reaching work,

getting your child to school, and reaching routine or emergency healthcare. A

rural setting does not automatically mean unreliable access, but the actual route

matters. Local road authorities and emergency management can clarify

maintenance practices, alternate routes, warning systems, and evacuation

guidance. Utility providers can help establish outage history and any known

service limitations. No local performance information is available here, so

dependable service should not be assumed from Michigan’s statewide context.

Comfort and long-term resilience

Your temperature and humidity preferences make the home’s indoor conditions

important, too. Heating and cooling performance, ventilation, and signs of

persistent moisture deserve attention alongside storm protection. Without local

measurements, there is no reliable way to quantify how often a particular

community would exceed your comfort limits.

Over a longer stay, resilience depends on maintenance and infrastructure as well

as climate. Protective building features need upkeep, and dependable access

requires functioning roads, utilities, and emergency services. The available

information does not establish how local hazards will change over time. It also

does not establish parcel drainage or other site-specific exposure; those questions

require local records and property-level review when a concern arises.

What could change this read

The most useful next information is county-specific hazard information for the

locations you are seriously considering, followed by the prospective property’s

shelter, heating, utility, and access arrangements. Strong answers would make a

rural rental more reassuring. Unclear repair responsibilities, weak shelter

options, or an easily disrupted route to essential services would give me pause—

even if the rent looks attractive. With the Financial Outlook near break-even, an

avoidable disruption could be difficult to absorb, and no additional resilience

costs have been priced into this chapter.
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Statewide screening, regional variation, and address-level verification

Three levels of climate-risk verification matter. Statewide screening for

Michigan is useful for identifying broad climate and hazard signals, but it is not a

property-level conclusion.

Regional and local variation can be material. Neighborhoods and communities

can differ with elevation, drainage, infrastructure, tree cover, proximity to water

or other hazards, building stock, and emergency-access conditions.

Final housing or relocation decisions should use address-level or parcel-level

verification for the specific property and the routes, utilities, evacuation options,

and services the household would actually rely on.

Any consequential flood, heat, storm, wildfire, winter-weather, evacuation, utility-

resilience, or other physical-risk issue should therefore be verified at the most

specific supported geographic level before committing.
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S E C T I O N  9

Environmental Health & Everyday Exposure

Environmental health at a glance

These are statewide starting points. Bars are used only where a common 0–100

scale is meaningful; other measures are shown as exact values so you can read

them directly.

Air quality

Good-air days 74.7%

In-between air days 23.5%

Unhealthy-or-worse air
days

1.8%

Overall air-quality rank Overall air-quality screen
ranks worse than about
81% of U.S. states and D.C.

This separate statewide ranking combines how often monitored air
reached Unhealthy-or-worse levels with how high the upper end of county
AQI readings ran. The percentile is a place in a ranking: it is not the
percentage of bad-air days and does not mean the state has that
percentage more pollution. A state can therefore have fewer unhealthy
days and a lower long-term PM2.5 average yet still rank worse if its upper-
end monitored AQI readings are unusually high. In other words, the rank
is sensitive to episodic spikes as well as ordinary-day frequency.

Fine-particle pollution
(2020–2022 average)

1% higher long-term fine-
particle pollution than the
U.S. modeled benchmark
(a national estimate built
with the same CDC
method)

Pollen and seasonal allergies

Pollen in metros
ranked by the Asthma
and Allergy Foundation
of America

Both ranked metros had
about-average pollen

Tree-pollen season March–May

Grass-pollen season May–July

Weed / ragweed
season

August–October
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Heat and health context

Historical heat-related
illness compared with
other states

50.8th percentile — a
higher heat-related illness
burden than about 50.8%
of states and D.C.

This is a ranking position among states and D.C., not the percentage of
residents who became ill. The value label translates the rank so you do
not have to interpret the percentile yourself.

Asthma prevalence in
the covered
population

11%

COPD prevalence in
the covered
population

8%

Environmental health details

The table below gives the statewide measurements used for this environmental-

health screen. The discussion that follows explains what they mean in everyday

life and where local conditions can differ.

Measure Statewide read

Good-air days (AQI 0-50) 74.7% — 0.2 percentage points fewer Good-air days
than the national monitored-day average; U.S.
monitored-day average 74.9%

In-between air days (AQI 51-150) 23.5% — These are monitored days that were not Good
but also did not reach Unhealthy-or-worse: EPA
Moderate or Unhealthy for Sensitive Groups (AQI 51-
150); U.S. monitored-day average 24.2%

Unhealthy-or-worse air days (AQI 151+) 1.8% — 0.8 percentage points more Unhealthy-or-
worse days than the national monitored-day average;
U.S. monitored-day average 1.0%

Overall air-quality rank Overall air-quality screen ranks worse than about 81%
of U.S. states and D.C.

Fine-particle pollution (2020–2022) 1% higher long-term fine-particle pollution than the U.S.
modeled benchmark (a national estimate built with the
same CDC method); 8.5 µg/m³ vs U.S. modeled
benchmark 8.4 µg/m³
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Measure Statewide read

Human-scale PM2.5 comparison Rough long-term health-risk comparison: about 0.38
cigarette-equivalents per day. Air quality has improved
substantially over the past two decades. The cigarette
comparison is only a rough long-term health-risk
analogy based on Berkeley Earth's rule of thumb. It
does not mean the air contains cigarette smoke, the
chemical mixture is the same, or an individual's
biological dose is identical to smoking.

Pollen and seasonal allergies

Recent metro comparison: Both ranked metros had about-average pollen.

Grand Rapids: about average; Detroit: about average

Pollen type Typical planning window

Tree pollen March–May

Grass pollen May–July

Weed / ragweed pollen August–October

Tree pollen dominates spring, grasses late spring and summer, and ragweed/other

weeds late summer into fall.

How to use this: Metro pollen categories are local comparisons, not statewide

percentages. Pollen varies sharply by weather, vegetation, elevation, rainfall,

irrigation, and exact location.

Heat and health context

Measure Statewide read

Heat-related illness percentile 50.8th percentile — a higher heat-related illness burden
than about 50.8% of states and D.C.

Asthma prevalence in the covered population 11%

COPD prevalence in the covered population 8%

Why this deserves extra weight for this household: you indicated a health or

hazard concern that can be affected by environmental conditions, so the statewide

screen should be followed by place- and address-level verification before choosing

where to live.
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Michigan’s air-quality picture is mixed: most monitored days fall in the Good

range, but occasional poor-air days still matter for outdoor plans. Your concern

about humidity makes indoor comfort another important part of choosing a place

to live. A small-town or rural setting may suit you well, but the setting alone

cannot tell you how clean the air will be or how comfortable a rental will feel in

summer.

What the statewide picture means for you

The snapshot’s day-frequency measures and national ranking answer different

questions. The day shares describe how often monitored conditions fell into each

air-quality category. The less reassuring national position is a reason to look

beyond Michigan’s many Good-air days and pay attention to episodes when

conditions deteriorate. It is not a forecast for your eventual address.

In everyday life, that means keeping some flexibility around outdoor activity, your

child’s outdoor time, and travel on poor-air days. It does not mean treating every

day in Michigan as an exposure concern. The monitoring covers part of the state,

so a statewide summary cannot settle differences among the communities you are

considering.

Michigan’s heat-related illness ranking sits near the national middle. That offers

no strong reason to dismiss heat, but it also does not point to an unusually high

statewide position. Because humidity matters to you, the more useful question is

whether your home can stay comfortably cool during warm, humid periods. This

ranking measures heat-related health concerns; it is not a measure of how humid

a particular town feels.

Where the local picture could change the answer

Renting first gives you room to judge seasonal comfort before making a longer

commitment. Cooling, ventilation, and the ability to filter indoor air can affect

daily comfort even when two homes are in the same community. Local healthcare

access remains relevant if exposure causes symptoms, but statewide

environmental figures do not predict your individual health response.

Two checks would add the most useful detail:

Local air conditions: Compare nearby monitoring history and current air-quality reports

for the areas you seriously consider. Look for recurring patterns as well as isolated poor-

air episodes.
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Rental comfort: Once a property is under consideration, confirm its cooling, ventilation,

and air-filtering options, along with who controls and maintains them. Those answers will

tell you more about managing humidity and poor-air days indoors than the statewide

ranking can.

These are everyday exposure questions, separate from the storm, winter, and

infrastructure risks discussed in the climate chapter.
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S E C T I O N  1 0

Community,  Lifestyle & Daily Life

Higher-education infrastructure

Measure Statewide count / median National position

Active IPEDS reporting institutions 160 84th percentile — more active
reporting institutions than about
84% of states and D.C.

Degree-granting institutions 90 Subset of active reporting
institutions

Public institutions, all sector
classifications

47 Includes public reporting entities
outside the two- and four-year
buckets below

Public two-year sector (IPEDS
classification, not community-
college count)

25 Institutions offering bachelor's
degrees may appear in the four-
year sector even when they provide
community-college access

Public four-year sector 21 Sector classification, not a prestige
score

Other public sector classifications 1 Reconciles the all-public total with
the displayed two- and four-year
sector counts

Program breadth 939 completed programs 92nd percentile — broader
reported program breadth than
about 92% of states and D.C.

Count definitions matter: active reporting institutions and degree-granting

institutions are different universes, so those totals should not be expected to

match. The public total likewise includes every public reporting entity in the

statewide IPEDS snapshot, including any public institutions classified outside the

two- and four-year sectors shown separately below.

IPEDS 2024 public published annual tuition median Amount

2-year, in-state $6,450

4-year, in-state $14,582
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IPEDS 2024 public published annual tuition median Amount

4-year, out-of-state $18,996

These statewide figures are medians of IPEDS-published annual tuition fields for

the full public-institution sector shown; they are not an average of the individual

schools discussed below. Institution examples may come from a different

academic year or may publish per-credit or per-semester prices. Keep each

school's original basis and year visible, and do not compare those raw figures

dollar-for-dollar with this annual statewide median unless an annual full-time

equivalent is explicitly supported. IPEDS sector labels are not used here as a count

of practical community-college access. Some community-college systems and

institutions award bachelor's degrees and can therefore appear in a four-year

sector classification even though they remain important two-

year/transfer/workforce-training options. Institution-specific program availability,

transfer pathways, residency, and in-state tuition rules must be verified before

relying on them.

StateMatcher best-fit public options

These options focus on flexible retraining and degree completion. The order is

within each sector—not an official national ranking or a recommendation to live in

the campus city.

Sector and order Institution What could make it useful in your
routine

Public two-year · 1 Washtenaw Community College —
Ann Arbor

Online career certificates and
associate degrees, including
business and accounting examples,
plus a general-education transfer
route toward a bachelor’s degree.

Public two-year · 2 Lansing Community College —
Lansing

Online technical and business
credentials, including cybersecurity
and cloud computing. Some
courses require campus visits or
supervised testing.
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Sector and order Institution What could make it useful in your
routine

Public four-year · 1 Ferris State University — Big Rapids Online programs and regional
support hubs can reduce
dependence on the main campus.
Some career-focused bachelor’s
completion programs require a
specific prior associate credential.

Public four-year · 2 Central Michigan University —
Mount Pleasant

Broad online bachelor’s options and
individually evaluated credit for
eligible prior learning or work
experience. Some programs still
require in-person field or clinical
work.

What this means for your daily life

Michigan offers meaningful room to retrain without making a college town

your home. That matters because you prefer a small town or rural area and want

to rent first while investigating the area. A suitable online or hybrid program

could let you preserve that setting while fitting study around work and your

child’s routine.

The statewide program selection is unusually broad, which is encouraging if your

career direction changes. The catch is cost: Michigan’s published public-college

tuition is high compared with the typical state at both the two-year and four-year

levels. Breadth gives you more choices; it does not automatically make retraining

affordable. Published tuition also leaves out the effect of fees, aid, and your actual

residency eligibility.

The strongest place implications

Ann Arbor and Lansing are useful education-resource leads, not default

residential choices. Washtenaw is the first two-year option to investigate for broad

online flexibility. Lansing could become more practical if its exact credential or

required campus attendance fits your eventual home and work geography better.

At the bachelor’s level, Ferris’s online offerings and support hubs—including

Grand Rapids, Kalamazoo, Flint, Metro Detroit, and Traverse City—give you

alternatives to living near Big Rapids. A hub, however, does not mean every

program is taught there. Central Michigan is a useful alternative when its degree
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requirements, course schedule, or recognition of prior learning would shorten the

route you actually need.

The tradeoff that matters most

A flexible program is only helpful if its required attendance fits an ordinary

week. Online study can reduce travel, but labs, testing, field placements, and

clinical work can put regular trips back into the schedule. Your rent-first plan

gives you room to judge that practical fit before making a longer-term housing

decision.

Because no exact credential or prior qualification is established, this shortlist

reflects broad practical fit rather than a prescribed career path. Once a likely

region and training goal emerge, the institution’s current program requirements

and individualized cost estimate can settle the key question: whether the course

leads where you want to go at a price and schedule you can sustain. Transfer-

credit acceptance and accreditation or licensing alignment matter when they

affect that goal; general college reputation cannot answer those questions.
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S E C T I O N  1 1

Social,  Civic & State-Law Fit

Overall picture

For you, Michigan’s civic environment is a secondary consideration—not

something that should outweigh whether daily life works for you, your spouse,

and your child. You prefer a small-town or rural setting and would rather politics

not dominate ordinary interactions. The important distinction is between a place’s

voting pattern and how people actually treat one another. Election results cannot

tell you whether conversations are welcoming, respectful, or constantly political.

Michigan does not need to meet a particular partisan profile to remain worth

considering. The more useful question is whether the community you eventually

choose gives you room to live comfortably without feeling pressure to share

everyone else’s views.

What local culture can—and cannot—tell you

There is no reliable basis here for identifying a Michigan town where politics is

especially unobtrusive. A rural address alone does not answer that question, and

neither does a county’s election result. That leaves everyday social atmosphere as

a local question rather than a statewide conclusion.

Local culture also has limits as a guide to legal conditions. A city or county’s

political alignment does not override Michigan law or statewide policy; those still

apply wherever you live.

What would make the picture clearer

Your rent-first plan gives you an opportunity to judge local civic atmosphere

before making a longer-term housing commitment. What would strengthen the

case for a particular area is consistent, ordinary treatment across the places you

would actually use—not simply a friendly first visit or a reassuring political label.

Welcoming and connectedness are different. People can treat newcomers kindly

without making it easy to develop lasting relationships. For this chapter, the

narrower question is whether you can participate in local life, express a different

view, or decline political conversation without feeling excluded. That is a better

test of your civic comfort than party labels alone.
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S E C T I O N  1 2

Mobility,  Connectivity & Access

Michigan’s transportation question for you is whether a small-town or rural home

can make everyone’s daily trips manageable—not simply whether it sits near a

promising region. With three adults needing access to local work and a child

needing school access, a quieter setting could still create a demanding schedule.

Renting first gives you room to judge that daily routine before making a longer

commitment.

Daily travel: one home, different destinations

Car dependence and regional sprawl are important considerations in the Detroit–

Ann Arbor area. That region offers useful work and medical resources, but its

name covers a broad area; living within reach of one destination does not put

every other destination close by.

Your preferred commute limits differ:

Person Preferred one-way commute Practical meaning

You 60 minutes You are willing to consider a wider
travel area, but a trip at that limit
takes about two hours out of each
workday.

Your spouse 30 minutes Your spouse’s shorter preference
makes the actual workplace
location especially important when
choosing a home.

Your adult child 55 minutes There is some geographic flexibility,
but a suitable dental workplace still
needs to be reachable from the
same home.

These are preferences, not rigid cutoffs. A worthwhile opportunity might justify a

longer trip, but that compromise deserves an explicit decision rather than

becoming a surprise after moving. Your adult child’s dentistry opportunities may

narrow the household’s location choices, while your spouse’s shorter commute

preference separately limits how far those destinations can be spread apart.

Congestion matters most at the hours you would actually travel. A clear-road

estimate is not enough to judge a workday that also includes school drop-off, an

StateMatcher 47/70



appointment, or errands. A small-town or rural rental remains a reasonable

option to explore, but its appeal depends on the combined travel routine—not

distance to a metro boundary.

Transit, airports and rail

The available information does not establish a particular transit service, airport

itinerary, or rail connection that would meet your needs. For a rural search, it

would be prudent to plan around driving unless a local service demonstrably

covers the trips you need, at usable times.

Airport presence alone would not settle access for visits to family or other longer-

distance travel. The useful comparison is the whole trip: getting from home to the

terminal, parking or ground transportation, the actual flight route, and returning

home after a late arrival. Likewise, rail is useful only when the station, timetable,

destination, and transportation at the other end fit the trip. Current carrier and

operator schedules are the shortest way to resolve those questions once your

likely location and destinations are clearer.

Medical travel and dependable access

The healthcare chapter’s regional strengths translate into a transportation

tradeoff: specialist care may be available in Michigan without being convenient

from a rural home. Routine appointments and emergency care also require

different travel plans. The eventual address needs a realistic route to local

emergency care, not just access to a distant major medical center.

Winter disruption adds another practical test: whether essential trips remain

manageable when driving conditions deteriorate. Road maintenance, alternate

routes, and any access road serving a prospective rental matter more here than a

statewide travel average. For any property with limited exits, emergency access

and evacuation routes deserve particular attention.

Internet and accessibility at the rental

Broadband coverage and service quality have not been established for a

prospective home. An address-specific provider check should identify available

service, expected speeds, installation timing, and reliability; a town-level coverage

claim cannot settle those details. Dependable internet matters for ordinary
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administration, education, and keeping in touch even without assuming remote

work.

A rental’s physical access also deserves a practical look: parking, steps, paths,

lighting, and snow-clearing responsibilities can affect everyday usability. If transit

becomes part of your plan, the route to the stop and the service’s accessibility

matter alongside its timetable.

What could change this read: A rental that connects the actual workplaces,

school, routine services, and emergency care through manageable routes would

strengthen Michigan’s practical appeal. A cheaper or quieter home that makes

those trips compete for too much time would weaken it.
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S E C T I O N  1 3

Regions and Places to Investigate

Michigan: places to investigate

The numbered markers follow the ranked places discussed in this section. The

same numbering is used in the regional comparison; the map is a planning

reference, not an address-level boundary map.

1. Detroit

2. Flint

3. Muskegon

4. Traverse City

1  Detroit 2  Flint 3  Muskegon 4  Traverse City

U.S. Census Bureau cartographic-boundary geography (2024). The outline is intentionally simplified for small-scale report mapping. It
is not a survey, parcel, school-attendance, municipal, or legal boundary.
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Michigan: regional tradeoffs at a glance

These are comparative planning reads, not numerical scores. A VERIFY cell means

the item depends on current local, address-, property-, provider-, employer-,

route-, or other real-world confirmation before the household relies on it; it is not

a statement that the region is a poor fit.

REGION JOBS HEALTHCARE COMMUNITY COST SCHOOLS CLIMATE /
HAZARDS

WHAT TO
CHECK

1 Small-
town/rural
search within
Detroit–
Warren–
Dearborn’s
work reach

PROMISING
strongest
common job-
market lead

STRONG
Detroit–Ann
Arbor
resources

PROMISING
broad cultural
and service
orbit

MIXED
desirable
locations
cost more

PROMISING
Canton
academic
lead;
incomplete
pathway

VERIFY
county and
rental exposure

HIGH

2 Small-
town/rural
search around
Flint

PROMISING
useful
alternate job
market

VERIFY
local care and
regional
referrals

VERIFY
residential
community fit

VERIFY
actual
rental and
driving
costs

VERIFY
no matched
district
comparison

VERIFY
county and
rental exposure

HIGH

3 Muskegon–
Norton Shores
work area,
including
Spring Lake
alternative

PROMISING
common job-
market lead

VERIFY
local care and
specialist travel

VERIFY
preferred
setting versus
suburban
option

VERIFY
rental costs
in chosen
community

STRONG
Spring Lake
historical
results and
coverage

VERIFY
winter routes
and property
exposure

HIGH

4 Traverse City
work area and
surrounding
residential
search

PROMISING
alternate job-
market lead

VERIFY
exact care and
referral access

STRONG
bay, trails, arts
and festivals

MIXED
above-
average-
cost option

VERIFY
no matched
district
comparison

VERIFY
winter access
and waterfront
exposure

HIGH

Comparative planning reads only. VERIFY means the result depends on current local, address-, property-, provider-, employer-, route-,
or other real-world confirmation; it does not mean the region is a poor fit.

Your most useful Michigan search is for a small-town or rural rental within reach

of a workable job market, not automatically a home in the city where jobs are

concentrated. You also need a school choice that can serve your child beyond the

first few years and medical access that remains practical as you and your spouse

approach retirement.

Southeast Michigan deserves the first look because it brings the strongest

common job-market lead together with the deepest medical resources. Flint,

Muskegon–Norton Shores, and Traverse City offer meaningfully different
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alternatives. None yet identifies the one residential community that makes all

three workers’ routines work comfortably.

The Financial Outlook crosses break-even, so geography matters financially: a

more expensive rental or a longer driving routine can change the answer. Renting

first fits your plan to learn the area before making a longer commitment.

How to read this order: Southeast Michigan leads on the combination of work and

medical access. Flint follows because its common job-market position is stronger

than the remaining alternatives. Muskegon–Norton Shores adds a particularly

useful school-first residential option. Traverse City offers the most distinctive

lifestyle alternative, but its housing pressure deserves extra weight in your near-

break-even budget. The order is not a finding that higher-ranked regions are safer;

local safety remains a separate part of choosing a home.

1. Southeast Michigan: investigate residential edges, not Detroit by default

You prefer a small town or rural area. That makes the residential edges of the

Detroit–Warren–Dearborn work area the appropriate first search, with actual

workplace locations determining which edge is sensible. Detroit is the

employment and cultural anchor here, not an automatic residential

recommendation. Ann Arbor is a nearby regional medical and cultural resource,

not a substitute job market proven to support all three careers.

Your plumbing work appears to allow more geographic flexibility than your adult

child’s dentistry work. Your spouse’s legal work adds another constraint: a suitable

position must meet the income requirement as well as fit the daily route. Your

adult child’s career currently narrows your location choices most, so a home that

is convenient for only the other two workers would not settle the household

decision.

The commute preferences are different: you prefer up to 60 minutes one way,

your spouse 30 minutes, and your adult child 55 minutes. These are personal

preferences, not a single household allowance. A rural rental may exceed your

spouse’s preferred drive even while remaining acceptable for you. Without

workplace addresses and actual routes, regional proximity cannot tell us whether

that compromise is manageable.
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There is a concrete school lead in Canton: Achieve Charter Academy, historically

classified as Rural — fringe. Its 2024–25 record describes a one-school

independent charter district offering kindergarten through grade 8. Older

academic results were very strong in elementary and middle grades; elementary

results were slipping, while middle-grade results were fairly steady. It is an

academic lead that fits the district-level setting preference, not a demonstrated

grade-through-12 solution or a promise of admission. The district’s rural

classification also does not describe every nearby rental.

Detroit supplies a much larger cultural orbit than a rural home alone would

suggest: music, architectural heritage, sports, restaurants, arts venues, and

historic streets can be part of regional life without being your everyday residential

setting. The price of that access can be traffic, parking, and highly uneven

neighborhood conditions. Desirable parts of the metro also carry an above-

average housing-cost warning relative to Michigan alternatives.

Safety is a real compromise in this first-place ranking. Detroit’s Safety Watch is

1.3 out of 5 stars, calling for more caution, and combines Detroit city and metro

findings. Traverse City’s city-plus-metro result is more favorable at 2.8 out of 5

stars, though still mixed. Southeast Michigan ranks first because of its stronger

common job-market lead and major medical depth—not because those advantages

erase safety concerns. Neither blended result rates a particular rural community

or rental.

Ann Arbor’s role is especially useful for medical access and occasional cultural

life. University lectures, performances, sports, cafés, bookstores, restaurants,

parks, and a walkable core give it a different daily rhythm from the surrounding

car-oriented region. Living in that core would depart from your preferred setting,

and desirable walkable locations can command a premium. Its resources

strengthen the regional search without making Ann Arbor itself the required place

to live.

2. Flint: a practical employment alternative with more residential questions
open

Flint deserves investigation before the more lifestyle-led alternatives because it is

a useful common job-market lead for all three occupations. Here, your spouse’s

legal career is the career that narrows the choice most. That changes the
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residential logic: the location of a suitable legal position may matter more than

choosing the most appealing rural rental first.

The opportunity is to find your preferred setting around a different employment

center rather than stretching the southeast Michigan search indefinitely. The

unresolved issue is whether one home can also provide a satisfactory school

pathway, routine medical care, pediatric access, and dependable emergency

travel.

There is no matched district comparison or current local rental-cost comparison

here that justifies calling Flint’s surroundings better for schools or cheaper for

your household. Flint moves ahead if suitable work locations and a locally priced

rental make daily life easier. It moves down if the apparent housing savings

require excessive driving or leave your child’s school pathway unsettled.

3. Muskegon–Norton Shores: preserve the suburban school alternative

This work area supports a useful residential search, with your adult child’s

dentistry work again narrowing geographic flexibility most. Small-town or rural

options remain the preferred direction. Spring Lake is a separate, school-first

residential alternative within this regional investigation, not a reason to

redefine your preference.

Spring Lake Public Schools is historically classified as Suburban — midsize, rather

than small-town or rural. It may still be worth considering because it offers the

clearest combination here of strong historical academic results and coverage

across your child’s likely grade-1-through-12 planning horizon. The 2024–25 record

describes a regular public district with six schools and a preschool-through-grade-

12 span. Older results were very strong across all three stages: elementary and

middle results were improving, and high-school results were fairly steady.

That is a meaningful gain, but the compromise is equally clear: you would be

considering a suburban setting instead of the quieter geography you prefer. The

historical record is not a current assignment guarantee. Current grades, programs,

enrollment eligibility, newest results, and the exact rental’s attendance boundary

belong together in judging this option.

Spring Lake could move this region ahead of Flint if its school advantage, available

housing, and the three workplace routes fit well together. Strong academics alone

cannot establish current school safety, medical access, or affordability.
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4. Traverse City: the strongest lifestyle departure within the work-led search

Traverse City remains on the list because it has a common job-market lead, not

simply because it is attractive. The city is a midsize center; your residential

investigation would still look for a smaller-town or rural setting within practical

reach of the actual jobs. Your adult child’s dentistry options are the most location-

constraining career here.

Grand Traverse Bay shapes ordinary life through beaches, waterfront recreation,

scenery, and tourism. Trails can make outdoor activity part of an ordinary week,

while wineries, restaurants, festivals, galleries, music, and independent venues

give the area a cultural life beyond what its size might suggest. Those features

could remain appealing as retirement becomes more prominent in your life.

This is an above-average-cost Michigan option. You may be paying extra for the

bay setting, recreation, and cultural activity. Seasonal visitors and traffic can also

make a pleasant visit feel different from a year-round routine. For your humidity

concern, waterfront appeal should not substitute for judging the rental’s cooling

and ventilation.

The mixed Safety Watch result warrants local review rather than a blanket “safe

resort town” assumption. Medical needs also have to fit the available local

practices, insurance networks, and any regional referral travel. Traverse City

becomes more compelling if the lifestyle is valuable enough to you to justify its

actual rental cost while keeping work, school, and care practical.

What would change the order

The decisive comparison is one plausible home and its surrounding daily

routine, not four city names. Three answers could materially reorder these

regions: where suitable work is actually located for each worker; whether the

rental provides a current, workable school pathway through graduation; and

whether its full occupancy and transportation costs fit the Financial Outlook while

preserving usable medical access.

County hazards, rental condition, heating reliability, and insurance terms should

then refine that same residential choice. A regional climate description or a city

safety result cannot settle those property-level questions. This leaves you with a

focused investigation order while preserving the freedom to favor a lower-ranked

region when its actual home-and-work arrangement is better for your life.
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S E C T I O N  1 4

Durability,  Reversibility & What Could Change

Cost to get there & reversibility

Use route-specific moving quotes rather than a generic estimate. Without an exact

destination ZIP and a move size that reflects this household, a representative one-

bedroom estimate could be misleading.

Before treating moving cost as part of the decision, get quotes for the actual route

and household inventory.

Your rent-first plan gives you room to learn whether Michigan works in daily

life before making a harder-to-reverse commitment. The longer-term test is

whether a small-town or rural home can remain practical as work arrangements

change, your child advances through school, and you and your spouse approach

retirement. A location that works during the first year may not serve those later

needs equally well.

What would make the fit stronger—or weaker

The Financial Outlook crosses break-even, so the direction of earnings and

recurring costs matters more than a broad claim that Michigan is affordable.

Reliable earnings that rise faster than rent, utilities, and transportation costs

would create more room to absorb setbacks. If costs rise while earnings stay flat, a

workable first-year budget could become harder to sustain without any single

dramatic event.

Growth is not the same as a better quality of life. More employers or new

development would help you only if they bring attainable work, useful services, or

better access. Growth that mainly raises housing costs or lengthens travel could

weaken the fit. Conversely, a stable community can be a good long-term choice if

it retains employers, school offerings, medical services, and dependable

infrastructure. Decline becomes consequential when it removes alternatives:

fewer workplaces or service locations can turn an otherwise affordable rural

home into a place that requires longer drives and offers less flexibility.

These are conditions to watch, not a forecast that any particular Michigan

community will grow or decline. The available information does not establish a

clear long-term local trajectory.
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A home that can serve more than one stage of life

Retirement falls within your planning horizon, but local earnings matter now. As

that balance changes, being near work may become less valuable while

manageable upkeep and access to everyday services become more important.

Michigan’s current favorable treatment of qualifying retirement income could

support that transition; future tax-law changes could alter the benefit. Proposed

changes are not settled law.

Your child’s school path also makes duration important. A rental that works for the

early grades may require another move if later-grade options do not meet your

needs. Continuity would strengthen the case for staying, while a forced transition

would add disruption even if the housing remained affordable.

You have not established a fixed length of stay. That matters most before a later

purchase: a home intended for several life stages deserves a different judgment

from housing used to test an area briefly.

How easy would a wrong choice be to unwind?

Renting first avoids the need to sell a home if the location disappoints. It does not

make changing course free. Lease obligations, another move, possible gaps in

earnings, and disruption to your child’s routine can still make an exit expensive. A

move within Michigan might preserve useful work and medical connections, but

it would not automatically preserve the same school arrangement or daily travel

pattern.

Buying later would add selling costs, exposure to resale conditions, and

responsibility for repairs. Rising values could help offset some ownership costs;

weak resale demand could make leaving slower or more expensive. Neither

outcome is established for your eventual location.

For relocation costs, route-specific moving quotes are more useful than a generic

allowance. The amount worth protecting is enough to change course—not merely

enough to arrive. Michigan becomes a more durable choice when staying is

attractive, but leaving remains financially possible.
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S E C T I O N  1 5

Supplemental Employment & Earnings

Pay range vs. your minimum

Each band shows the estimated pay range based on current job-market data. The

vertical marker is the minimum income you entered. If the marker falls inside the

band, some plausible outcomes clear the minimum and some do not.

You: plumber STRONG - clears minimum

Estimated pay range $61,190–$99,650

Minimum $55,000

Your spouse: Lawyer MIXED - range crosses minimum

Estimated pay range $102,660–$178,570

Minimum $120,000

Your adult child: dentist STRONG - clears minimum

Estimated pay range $140,850–$206,830

Minimum $60,000

 Vertical marker = minimum income target.

Your household has 3 people who need destination-dependent work. This section

looks for one common job market where all essential workers can realistically

pursue their careers.

The figures below use the same worker-by-worker local job-market information

that supports the rest of this report. They are planning estimates, not live job

openings or guaranteed salaries.

Employment at a glance

Household question Where things stand

Best job-market starting point Detroit-Warren-Dearborn, MI

Job-market rating 3.1 out of 5 stars

One metro works for every essential worker Yes

StateMatcher 58/70



Household question Where things stand

Metro leads worth a closer look 4 of 16 metro job markets reviewed in federal
employment data look workable for all essential
workers; some metro areas cross state lines, and
employer locations, licensing, and household
commutes still need checking

Career that narrows location choices most dentist

Can one job market work for everyone?

Common job-market lead: Detroit-Warren-Dearborn, MI

You: plumber — promising starting point

Your spouse: Lawyer — needs verification

Your adult child: dentist — promising starting point — narrows location choices most

ONE METRO LOOKS WORKABLE FOR ALL ESSENTIAL WORKERS

This metro is a promising common job-market lead for all essential workers. It is

not proof that the move is ready: real openings, licensing, compensation, benefits,

the home location, and each commute still need to work.

What the local market shows

Worker Local job-
market
information

Estimated pay Minimum
income target

Local market Licensing /
credentials

You: plumber Strong local
information

$61,190–
$99,650

$55,000 —
estimated pay
clears it

5,520 local jobs;
2.90 per 1,000
metro jobs —
about 1 in every
345 metro jobs;
0.97 — about as
concentrated
locally as the
national average

Lower licensing
or credential
friction
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Worker Local job-
market
information

Estimated pay Minimum
income target

Local market Licensing /
credentials

Your spouse:
Lawyer

Strong local
information

$102,660–
$178,570

$120,000 —
estimated pay
range crosses it

10,110 local
jobs; 5.31 per
1,000 metro
jobs — about 1
in every 188
metro jobs; 1.09
— about 9%
more
concentrated
locally than the
national average

Meaningful
licensing or
credential check

Your adult child:
dentist

Useful local
information

$140,850–
$206,830

$60,000 —
estimated pay
clears it

1,700 local jobs;
0.89 per 1,000
metro jobs —
about 1 in every
1,124 metro
jobs; 1.12 —
about 12% more
concentrated
locally than the
national average

Meaningful
licensing or
credential check

Pay vs. minimum income target

You: plumber — pay check: Estimated pay range $61,190–$99,650. $55,000 —

estimated pay clears it.

Your spouse: Lawyer — pay check: Estimated pay range $102,660–$178,570.

$120,000 — estimated pay range crosses it.

Your adult child: dentist — pay check: Estimated pay range $140,850–$206,830.

$60,000 — estimated pay clears it.

What this means for you: The local job-market numbers point to the same metro

as a workable starting point for the essential workers, but actual openings,

licensing, compensation, benefits, and commutes still need to be confirmed.
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Professional licensing at a glance

Worker / occupation National licensing-
source status

Authority lead What this means

You: plumber Licensing record found Michigan Department of
Licensing and Regulatory
Affairs / Bureau of
Construction Codes

Use this as a licensing
lead, then verify the
current state procedure
before acting.

Your spouse: Lawyer Licensing record found State Bar of Michigan Use this as a licensing
lead, then verify the
current state procedure
before acting.

Your adult child: dentist Licensing record found Michigan Department of
Licensing and Regulatory
Affairs / Bureau of
Professional Licensing

Use this as a licensing
lead, then verify the
current state procedure
before acting.

This table is a starting point for licensing research, not the final licensing

procedure. Verify current requirements, reciprocity, exams, fees, background

checks, and processing steps with the responsible official licensing authority.

The career that narrows your location choices most

Your adult child: dentist currently narrows the household's shared metro

choices more than the other careers. That does not mean this person cannot find

work; it means this career is the one most likely to determine which regions are

practical for everyone.

How each person's job path looks in the same metro

You: plumber

Estimated destination pay: $61,190–$99,650 (midpoint $86,370)

People employed in this occupation in the metro: 5,520

Local occupation share: 2.90 per 1,000 metro jobs — about 1 in every 345 metro jobs

Local concentration versus the U.S.: 0.97 — about as concentrated locally as the national

average

Local job-market pattern: broad — The occupation has substantial local employment and

is not unusually dependent on a narrow local cluster, which generally improves employer

and neighborhood flexibility.

Minimum income entered: $55,000
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Does the pay clear that minimum? meets

Licensing or credential hurdle: low

how workable this job market looks: Viable

Your spouse: Lawyer

Estimated destination pay: $102,660–$178,570 (midpoint $134,980)

People employed in this occupation in the metro: 10,110

Local occupation share: 5.31 per 1,000 metro jobs — about 1 in every 188 metro jobs

Local concentration versus the U.S.: 1.09 — about 9% more concentrated locally than the

national average

Local job-market pattern: broad — The occupation has substantial local employment and

is not unusually dependent on a narrow local cluster, which generally improves employer

and neighborhood flexibility.

Minimum income entered: $120,000

Does the pay clear that minimum? uncertain

Licensing or credential hurdle: moderate

how workable this job market looks: Viable

Important caution: The evidence supports the broader occupation group, but not

this exact specialty; current local verification is required.

Your adult child: dentist

Estimated destination pay: $140,850–$206,830 (midpoint $167,860)

People employed in this occupation in the metro: 1,700

Local occupation share: 0.89 per 1,000 metro jobs — about 1 in every 1,124 metro jobs

Local concentration versus the U.S.: 1.12 — about 12% more concentrated locally than the

national average

Local job-market pattern: balanced — The occupation has a meaningful but not

exceptionally deep local presence; there should be some employer choice, but the

household should not assume equal opportunity across the entire metro.

Minimum income entered: $60,000

Does the pay clear that minimum? meets
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Licensing or credential hurdle: moderate

how workable this job market looks: Viable

what this means for your household

Every essential worker has a supported local employment estimate in this shared

metro. That still does not guarantee a current opening, an offer, benefits, schedule

fit, or an acceptable commute.

StateMatcher 63/70



S E C T I O N  1 6

Retirement Summary

Because you are still working but plan to retire within the next five years, this

Retirement Summary looks beyond your immediate employment needs and

brings together the issues likely to matter most as you move from working life into

retirement.

Michigan has promising retirement features, but your transition needs more

financial breathing room than the current Financial Outlook establishes.

Favorable treatment of qualifying retirement income, comparatively affordable

housing, and strong regional medical resources are encouraging. The harder

question is whether one small-town or rural location can remain affordable and

convenient as earnings change, healthcare coverage shifts, and driving or home

upkeep becomes less easy.

Working years and retirement need different tests

Your immediate move still depends on local earnings. Retirement plans do not

replace the work and licensing questions addressed in Employment & Earnings or

the continuing relevance of Supplemental Employment & Earnings. A location

that supports work now is useful, but it should also make sense after your own

commute ends.

The Financial Outlook crosses between surplus and shortfall. That means lower

housing costs alone do not establish a comfortable retirement cushion. Before

relying on the retirement date, the important financial question is which income

will continue, which earnings will stop, and whether the remaining income can

cover actual local expenses—including health coverage and occasional larger bills.

This is a change in your income picture, not a reason to create a second

affordability calculation here.

Your rent-first plan helps preserve flexibility while you learn whether the area

works through an ordinary winter and a changing work routine. For a later

purchase, the retirement consequence is a lasting obligation to fund taxes,

insurance, utilities, repairs, and maintenance—not simply a monthly mortgage

payment.
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Taxes help, but healthcare timing matters more immediately

Michigan does not tax Social Security benefits, and its current rules offer very

favorable treatment of qualifying retirement income for eligible retirees. That can

help preserve income later, but it does not make continued wages, investment

gains, or every distribution tax-free. Michigan imposes neither a separate state-

level estate tax nor a separate state-level gift tax, and it has no separate

inheritance tax. Your actual income sources, applicable tax-year rules, local

income taxes, and move-year domicile still determine the personal result.

Retiring within five years would leave both you and your spouse needing

coverage before Medicare eligibility. This is one of the most important

consequences of your retirement timetable. Favorable retirement taxes cannot

compensate for a health plan that is unaffordable or excludes the doctors you

need. When you eventually reach Medicare eligibility, your spouse will still have a

separate coverage transition to manage; the benefits timeline explains that

staggered timing.

Michigan’s Mixed Health Watch picture and strong Detroit–Ann Arbor medical

depth favor keeping regional care within practical reach. For your preferred rural

or small-town setting, the retirement test is whether routine appointments,

prescriptions, emergency care, and specialist visits remain manageable without

depending on a long drive every time. Ann Arbor’s medical resources can be

useful without requiring you to live in Ann Arbor itself.

Future care could change the cost picture

Long-term care deserves a separate reserve discussion because its costs do not

necessarily resemble your ordinary retirement budget.

Care setting Michigan planning benchmark What it means for you

Non-medical in-home help About $34.75 per hour in 2025,
close to the $35 national median

Staying home is not unusually
inexpensive here; the hours of help
needed will matter greatly.

Private one-bedroom assisted living About $5,818 per month, 6% below
the $6,200 national median

The relative saving is useful, but the
monthly expense remains
substantial.
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Care setting Michigan planning benchmark What it means for you

Semi-private nursing-home room About $11,254 per month, 17%
above the $9,581 national median

A move from home-based help to
nursing care could put much
greater pressure on retirement
savings.

These are market benchmarks, not your out-of-pocket costs or promises of

insurance coverage. Michigan’s in-home workforce is near the national middle,

while skilled-nursing capacity is relatively limited; neither tells you whether a

nearby provider has an opening. A future care plan should consider in-home help,

assisted living, memory care, and nursing care together. Local memory-care

availability and prices remain unresolved. If long-term-care insurance fits your

broader financial planning, a meaningful in-home-care benefit deserves

investigation alongside its limits and eligibility terms.

Choose for independence, not just scenery

Snow, ice, and freezing conditions affect much of Michigan. As you age, the same

driveway, steps, and rural road can become harder to manage, and winter

conditions can interrupt caregiver visits or trips to groceries and healthcare.

Severe storms also make dependable heating, power, and road access important.

Extreme heat is more localized rather than a major statewide exposure; where it

matters, reliable cooling becomes part of the home's usefulness.

Your child’s school horizon continues well beyond your planned retirement

transition. Housing flexibility therefore has to be balanced against school

continuity. Community connection and freshwater recreation add appeal, but

neither substitutes for safe everyday routes, nearby services, or a workable

alternative when you cannot drive. Michigan’s mixed statewide safety picture

makes the actual neighborhood and daily routine more useful than a broad state

label.

Retirement bottom line

Strengths: Favorable qualifying retirement-income treatment, housing options that can

ease recurring costs, and substantial regional medical resources.

Cautions: A financial picture near break-even, a long pre-Medicare coverage period,

winter-related demands on independence, and potentially expensive nursing care.
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What would settle the retirement question: A source-by-source retirement cash-flow

review with a tax or financial professional; realistic coverage costs and usable provider

networks for you and your spouse; and a residential area that supports your child’s school

continuity, current work needs, and later-life access to services.

Michigan remains worth serious consideration. The strongest choice is not

necessarily the cheapest rental or the quietest rural property—it is a place you can

afford now and continue using comfortably when work no longer organizes your

day.

Source-backed statewide cost context

Housing and utilities: about 8% below the U.S. reference. This is a combined

regional price-level signal, not a quote for a particular home. Transportation:

about 10% below the U.S. reference on a derived spending-based index. It blends

vehicle/fuel consumption and transportation-service evidence; it is not a direct

transportation price measure. Healthcare: about 1% above the U.S. reference on a

low-confidence other-services price proxy. BEA does not publish a healthcare-

specific regional price parity, so actual insurance and treatment costs must be

checked directly.

Source: U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis regional price parities and state

personal consumption expenditures, 2024; StateMatcher-derived state cost-ratio

methodology. The U.S. reference is 1.000. These statewide comparisons are

context, not a current-home-to-current-home cost comparison or an exact-address

budget.

Property-tax perspective for retirement

Property tax remains a local fixed-cost question in retirement. Michigan's

statewide county benchmark is useful background, but the actual parcel bill and

any household-specific relief matter more for long-term budgeting.
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What to Check Before You Commit

What could still change the answer?

These are the checks most capable of stopping, redirecting, or materially changing

the plan. Resolve potential blockers before an irreversible commitment; use the

remaining items to compare otherwise workable choices.

1 Attainable earnings and licensing for all three workers. Establish realistic
pay, workplace locations, likely start dates, and the applicable Michigan
licensing or admission pathway for the plumber, lawyer, and dentist. Seek
written terms and official credential determinations.

POTENTIAL BLOCKER

Occupational pay estimates cannot settle whether all three careers will work from the same residential
location.

Where to
verify

Prospective employers; Michigan LARA Bureau of Construction Codes for plumbing;
LARA Bureau of Professional Licensing for dentistry; State Bar of Michigan to identify
the responsible admission authority and pathway. Confirm current official websites.

Decision impact: POTENTIAL BLOCKER — Lower earnings, delayed credentials, or incompatible work
locations could redirect the search or postpone the move.

2 A locally priced shared-household budget. Replace estimates with attainable
earnings, candidate-rental charges, utility records, insurance quotes,
healthcare costs, and realistic travel spending. Count only income available
for shared expenses.

POTENTIAL BLOCKER

The Financial Outlook crosses break-even, so modest changes could leave too little room for
unexpected bills.

Where to
verify

Your financial or tax professional, using written employer terms, landlord charges,
utility history, insurer quotes, and health-plan pricing.

Decision impact: POTENTIAL BLOCKER — A persistent shortfall would require a less expensive
location, stronger income, or a revised plan.

3 Usable healthcare coverage and local access. Obtain exact-plan costs and
network confirmation, then confirm practices accepting new patients for
routine adult and pediatric care. Check any ongoing care requirements
separately.

POTENTIAL BLOCKER

A nearby medical system is not enough if its clinicians are unavailable or outside your plan.

Where to
verify

The insurer, employer benefits administrator where applicable, and receiving
practices or regional provider systems.

Decision impact: POTENTIAL BLOCKER — Unaffordable coverage or unavailable necessary care could
rule out an otherwise workable address.
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4 Your child’s current school eligibility and longer-term pathway. For each
candidate address, obtain assignment or charter-admission confirmation,
current grade offerings, transportation details, and current safety and
support information. Identify the transitions needed through grade 12.

POTENTIAL BLOCKER

A promising school lead does not guarantee admission or a continuous pathway from your child’s likely
starting grade.

Where to
verify

Official district enrollment offices or charter enrollment staff; direct school
confirmation for later-grade transitions.

Decision impact: POTENTIAL BLOCKER — An unavailable placement or impractical school transition
could change the residential choice.

5 The complete rental obligation. For a property you are considering, obtain
the proposed lease, all recurring charges, utility responsibilities, and a
renter-insurance quote with coverage limits and exclusions.

POTENTIAL BLOCKER

Low advertised rent can conceal costs or obligations that undermine a near-break-even budget.

Where to
verify

The landlord or property manager, utility providers, and a licensed insurance agent.

Decision impact: POTENTIAL BLOCKER — Unacceptable terms or materially higher occupancy costs
could make that rental unsuitable.

6 One practical daily travel pattern. Test routes from a candidate rental to all
three workplaces, school, routine care, and an emergency department.
Review winter access, local safety, and address-specific broadband
availability.

POTENTIAL BLOCKER

Your small-town or rural preference must work with the destinations you will actually use, not merely
the nearest metro.

Where to
verify

Actual route checks; local road agencies, police or sheriff, emergency medical
services, and broadband providers.

Decision impact: POTENTIAL BLOCKER — Excessive travel, unreliable access, or consequential safety
concerns could eliminate an address.

7 Building protection and utility reliability. Review local flood and storm
exposure, shelter options, heating reliability, moisture, cooling, and
ventilation. Obtain property records and qualified review where concerns
arise.

POTENTIAL BLOCKER

A rental must remain usable during winter disruptions and comfortable during humid weather.

Where to
verify

Local emergency management and floodplain officials, the landlord, utility provider,
and a qualified building professional.

Decision impact: POTENTIAL BLOCKER — Significant building defects or unreliable essential services
could make the property unacceptable.
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8 A funded retirement and coverage transition. Test the budget after
employment income changes, including coverage for your spouse after your
own Medicare transition. Obtain current plan pricing and a written
transition estimate.

POTENTIAL BLOCKER

Retiring within five years requires a separate financial test; the working-income outlook does not
establish a retirement cushion.

Where to
verify

A financial professional, coverage adviser, insurers, and employer benefits
administrators where applicable.

Decision impact: POTENTIAL BLOCKER — An unfunded income or coverage gap could change the
move or retirement timing.

9 Income-specific and move-year taxes. Have a tax professional review retirement
distributions, earnings, capital gains, domicile timing, and any municipal income tax at
the actual residence and workplaces.

CONTEXT

Favorable retirement treatment does not mean every income source is exempt; the final locations can
affect take-home income.

Where to
verify

Michigan Department of Treasury, relevant municipal tax offices, and a qualified tax
professional; confirm current official websites.

Decision impact: CONTEXT — Refines the budget; a materially higher tax bill could become a blocker
once actual locations and income sources are known.

The highest-priority checks are whether reliable earnings and one workable rental

address can sustain your Michigan plan. Potential blockers could stop, redirect, or

postpone the move; context checks help refine the choice without currently

carrying that weight.
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