PERSONALIZED SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIAL

Supplemental LGBTQ+ Relocation Assessment

Why this supplemental material appears

Your questionnaire identified the following LGBTQ+ planning considerations: same-

sex relationship, marriage, or civil-union recognition; family, parentage, adoption, or
child-related recognition; legal gender recognition and identity-document treatment;
social acceptance, public safety, and discrimination risk; visible LGBTQ+ community

and social support; privacy, discretion, and avoiding unwanted attention.

You rated these needs as important.

Statewide LGBTQ+ baseline

The statewide legal climate is comparatively strong, the statewide social climate is
comparatively strong, and access to established LGBTQ+ community life is

comparatively strong.

Supportive statewide policy and several durable community institutions reduce, but

do not eliminate, differences between major metros, smaller cities, and rural areas.

Community geography at a glance

We do not have a clear neighborhood- or corridor-level picture of LGBTQ+ community

life in this state.

Broader city/metro LGBTQ+ hubs supported by the available evidence include: Denver

metro; Boulder.

These layers answer different questions: the city/metro layer shows where durable
community infrastructure is concentrated, while the curated cluster layer identifies
narrower neighborhoods or corridors only when the evidence is strong enough to

name them.
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Supporting facts

Colorado offers at least one deep LGBTQ community ecosystem with substantial social,

organizational, professional, and healthcare infrastructure.

Important cautions

Even with comparatively supportive statewide policy in Colorado, acceptance, healthcare

depth, housing access, and public visibility still vary by locality.

Your issue-by-issue action plan

These are the practical steps attached to the specific LGBTQ+ concerns you selected.
The state-level answer comes first; the remaining work is the part that must be
completed with the exact agency, institution, document, neighborhood, or

professional that controls the real-life result.

Same-sex relationship recognition

What the state-level evidence says: Same-sex couples currently have access to civil
marriage. This jurisdiction also has a comprehensive civil-union or domestic-
partnership framework in the MAP relationship-recognition table. If the household has
an existing civil union, domestic partnership, or other nonmarital status, the separate

relationship-recognition evidence must answer how that exact status is treated.
How to handle it:

Identify the exact relationship document or status you will rely on after the move—

marriage certificate, civil union, domestic partnership, or another status.

Keep certified copies of the relationship document and any name-change or related court

records that connect the household's current documents.

If the relationship is nonmarital or the rights you need are not explicit, ask the
destination's relevant agency or a qualified family/estate-planning attorney how that exact
status is treated for healthcare authority, inheritance, property, benefits, taxes, and

dissolution.
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Review healthcare-agent directives, durable financial powers of attorney, wills, trusts,
beneficiary designations, and property-title arrangements when professional advice
indicates they are useful; do not assume private documents reproduce every statutory

right.

Done when: You know which relationship status the destination will recognize for the
rights that matter to you, and you have the documents or professional plan needed to

avoid relying on an assumption.

What still needs confirmation: Verify the exact document and any nonmarital status-
specific rights when those facts matter; do not reduce an existing civil union to the

marriage-equality answer.

Family, parentage, and adoption

What the state-level evidence says: The state-level parentage picture has multiple
distinct pathways: stepparent adoption yes, second-parent/co-parent adoption yes,
confirmatory adoption yes, assisted-reproduction recognition regardless of marital
status yes, marital presumption yes, and an explicitly LGBTQ/non-genetic inclusive
voluntary acknowledgment of parentage yes. Functional-parent recognition is full

custody and visitation.
How to handle it:

Inventory every document that already establishes parentage: birth certificates, adoption
decrees, parentage judgments, voluntary acknowledgments, assisted-reproduction

records, and any custody orders.

Match the family's actual situation to the state pathway that matters—stepparent adoption,
second-parent/co-parent adoption, confirmatory adoption, assisted reproduction,
functional-parent standing, marital presumption, or voluntary acknowledgment of

parentage.

Before relying on a move, school enrollment, medical consent, travel, or inheritance
assumption, have the controlling agency or a qualified family-law attorney confirm

whether the existing documents are sufficient or whether an additional order is advisable.
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Keep certified copies of any orders that establish legal parentage in a secure, quickly

accessible file for schools, healthcare, travel, and other institutions.

Done when: The household knows exactly which document establishes each parent's
legal authority in the destination and whether any additional court or agency step is
needed.

What still needs confirmation: These are state-level pathways, not a conclusion about
a particular child's existing parentage. Verify the family's facts, documents,
conception/adoption pathway, marital status, and any interstate order before relying

on a specific legal result.

Legal gender recognition and identity documents

What the state-level evidence says: The available state-level information separately
covers driver's-license gender-marker rules, birth-certificate gender-marker rules, X-
marker availability where identified, and name-change requirements. Where the
available information is incomplete, StateMatcher treats the issue as unresolved rather

than assuming a restriction.
How to handle it:

Decide which records actually need to change and in what practical order: legal name,
state driver's license or ID, birth certificate where relevant, and then downstream records

such as insurance, banking, payroll, healthcare, and other accounts.

Check the current issuing-agency instructions for each document rather than assuming

the same proof works everywhere.

Gather the exact supporting records the agency currently requires and confirm whether a

court order, medical documentation, self-attestation, or another form is required.

If an X marker matters, verify that the exact document offers it and consider how

downstream systems the household uses handle that marker.

Done when: The required document sequence, supporting paperwork, fees/process,
and any remaining mismatch risk are known before the move creates an avoidable

records problem.
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What still needs confirmation: Verify the current issuing-agency procedure, required
documents, court-order or medical-document requirements, fees, processing rules,

and whether an X marker is accepted for the exact document needed.

Social acceptance, safety, and discrimination risk

What the state-level evidence says: Use the statewide social-climate evidence together
with actual nondiscrimination protections, while keeping crime, harassment,

institutional practice, and neighborhood experience separate.
How to handle it:

Test the likely neighborhood and everyday institutions at ordinary times, not only during

Pride or special events.

Check the actual employer, landlord, school, healthcare system, service providers, and

public-facing institutions the household expects to use.

Separate ordinary crime risk from discrimination, harassment, institutional treatment,

and the comfort of being visible or private.

Done when: The household has enough current local evidence to judge the places and

institutions it would actually use, rather than relying on a statewide reputation.

What still needs confirmation: Statewide law and social climate cannot establish day-
to-day safety or treatment in a particular neighborhood, school, employer, provider,

landlord, or institution.

Visible LGBTQ+ community and social support

What the state-level evidence says: The strongest supported community hubs in the
available evidence are Denver metro, Boulder. Treat them as evidence of practical

infrastructure, not a census of every LGBTQ+ community in the state.
How to handle it:

Identify two or three durable community entry points—centers, recurring groups,
professional or social networks, family/parent groups, older-adult programs, cultural or

faith communities, sports/hobby groups, or established events.

StateMatcher 102/115



Confirm current schedules and whether those resources are realistically reachable from

the likely residential area.

Try recurring activities rather than judging community depth from one event or nightlife

district.

Done when: You have a realistic weekly or monthly connection path that fits the

household's location, transportation, budget, and interests.

What still needs confirmation: Verify current organizations, recurring events, social
groups, healthcare/community resources, and whether they are realistically reachable

from the place the household would live.

Privacy, discretion, and unwanted attention

What the state-level evidence says: Privacy and discretion are not the same as general
LGBTQ+ friendliness. Statewide protections can reduce some legal exposure, but
unwanted attention and the ability to control disclosure depend heavily on the exact

employer, provider, landlord, institution, neighborhood, and social setting.
How to handle it:

Identify the settings where disclosure matters most—healthcare, employment, housing,

schools, benefits, records, or community life.

Ask those specific institutions about privacy practices, record handling, forms,

names/pronouns where relevant, and who can access sensitive information.

Test whether the likely neighborhood and routine let the household choose its own level

of visibility without giving up essential services or community access.

Done when: The household knows where sensitive information will appear, who can
see it, and whether the actual institutions it will use respect the desired level of

discretion.

What still needs confirmation: Do not assign a statewide privacy score. Verify the
particular settings where disclosure, records, institutional practice, or visibility

matters.
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LGBTQ+ neighborhoods and community corridors

A visible gay neighborhood, LGBTQ+ community corridor, or durable residential
cluster can materially affect whether daily life feels merely tolerated or genuinely
connected. The records below are included only where there is enough neighborhood-
or corridor-scale evidence to name them. They distinguish residential community

from nightlife, business concentration, historic identity, and visitor activity.

Broader city and metro community hubs

The available city- and metro-level evidence identifies the following broader LGBTQ+
community hubs. These records help establish regional community access, but they
do not imply that every neighborhood within the metro is equally welcoming or that

every hub contains a traditional gayborhood.

Denver metro

Denver metro has a large, visible LGBTQ population and broad social, cultural,

organizational, professional, and healthcare infrastructure.
Colorado's principal employment, healthcare, and community hub.

Community scale: major. Institutional depth: strong. Community breadth: broad.

Affordability access: mixed.

Best overall access to the state's institutions and communities.

Caution: Neighborhood, provider, organization, and public-visibility conditions require

current local verification.
Caution: Housing cost and traffic are meaningful.

Verify current LGBTQ centers, recurring organizations, social and professional groups,
affirming faith or cultural institutions, family networks, events, and the exact

neighborhoods where community life is concentrated.
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Boulder

Boulder has an established LGBTQ community with recurring organizations, events,

social networks, and access to affirming institutions.

Highly educated and outdoors-oriented with strong community fit and exceptional

cost pressure.

Community scale: established. Institutional depth: strong. Community breadth: broad.

Affordability access: difficult.
Strong institutional and social environment.

Caution: Neighborhood, provider, organization, and public-visibility conditions require

current local verification.
Caution: Affordability is difficult.

Verify current LGBTQ centers, recurring organizations, social and professional groups,
affirming faith or cultural institutions, family networks, events, and the exact

neighborhoods where community life is concentrated.

Before choosing a neighborhood

Visit at ordinary times, not only during Pride, nightlife, or a special event.

Confirm whether LGBTQ life is concentrated in one neighborhood, spread across several
districts, distributed across a whole city, or organized mainly through institutions and

events.

Look for durable infrastructure: community centers, recurring groups, affirming family
networks, professional associations, sports or hobby groups, cultural organizations, and

ordinary businesses where visibility is routine.
Distinguish tourist or entertainment visibility from a year-round residential community.

Check local nondiscrimination rules, school and family climate, landlord and employer
practices, policing, public-affection comfort, and trans-specific lived experience at the city

and neighborhood level.
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Verify housing cost and transportation access to the community cluster; a welcoming hub

is less useful if it is financially or practically inaccessible.

Building a secure and fulfilling LGBTQ+ life

A supportive law matters, but a good life is built through ordinary routines, trusted
people, welcoming institutions, and places where you do not have to stay on guard.
Look for the mix that matters to you: family groups, friendship networks, professional
circles, cultural or faith communities, sports and hobby groups, affirming schools, and

healthcare or legal support when needed.

LGBTQ+ resources to investigate

These are durable starting points, not a claim that every organization will serve every
need or every part of the state. Confirm current programs, eligibility, hours, and

geographic reach before relying on a resource.

State and local starting points

One Colorado — Denver: Statewide organization focused on protections and opportunities

for LGBTQ+ Coloradans and their families.

National networks and directories

Equality Federation: National network of state-based LGBTQ+ advocacy organizations.
Use its member directory to identify current state-level advocacy and policy

organizations.

CenterLink: National network and directory of LGBTQ+ community centers and
community-based organizations. Useful for finding durable local institutions rather than

relying on one-time events or nightlife.

PFLAG: National chapter network for LGBTQ+ people, families, and allies. The chapter

finder can identify local support and recurring community connections.
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https://one-colorado.org/
https://www.equalityfederation.org/who-we-are/members
https://www.lgbtqcenters.org/
https://pflag.org/findachapter/

SAGE: National LGBTQ+ aging organization with support, housing, caregiving, financial,

community, and aging resources, including ways to locate local partner organizations.

Named state/local resources are included where a durable organization was verified.

National directories remain useful for finding additional current local groups.

Use these organizations to branch into the parts of community life that matter to you:
recurring social groups, family or parent networks, professional circles, sports and
hobby groups, affirming faith or cultural communities, older-adult programs, legal or

policy help, and established year-round community centers.

A practical first-90-days plan

Before you move: Confirm the current legal baseline, choose two or three community
leads, speak with people who live there, and test the neighborhoods that fit your
budget and daily life.

First 7 days: Make one practical connection, visit one ordinary community space, and
confirm the local resources you would use if a legal, school, housing, or safety problem

arose.

First 30 days: Try recurring groups or activities, notice how comfortable ordinary
errands and public life feel, and reassess whether the neighborhood gives you enough

privacy, visibility, and connection.

First 90 days: Decide which relationships and institutions feel dependable, keep a
backup support plan, and change neighborhoods or routines if the lived experience

does not match the reputation.

Practical verification sequence

Confirm the current statewide legal and policy baseline from official and reputable civil-

rights sources.

Identify two or three community clusters that fit the household's budget, work,

healthcare, mobility, and family needs.
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https://www.sageusa.org/find-support/

Speak with current residents and established organizations about ordinary daily life, not

only formal protections.

Test exact neighborhoods for housing, transportation, safety, visibility, community

access, and proximity to essential institutions.

Keep a fallback community and support plan if the preferred neighborhood is

unaffordable or the lived climate does not match the statewide reputation.
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